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Title:   “Repent, Return and be Renewed” 
Text:  Isaiah 30:18-23 

 

 
Good morning Church family 
 
If I said to the older generation in our church, can you tell me what the three R’s are, they would instantly 
share READING, (W)RITING AND ‘RITHMATIC – being the three basic skills taught in schools still to this day.  
What do you think life would be like without being able to read, write and do basic maths? 
Today we look at an Old Testament text from Isaiah, which teaches us three incredible basics: REPENT, 
RETURN and be RENEWED. As I read the text and give you the context within the book of Isaiah, keep 
asking yourself, what would your life be like if what Isaiah prophesied did not come to pass?  
 
Let’s turn to Isaiah 30:18-23 (NLT) 

Text: Isaiah 30: 18-23 
19 O people of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep no more. He will be gracious if you ask for help. He 
will surely respond to the sound of your cries. 20 Though the Lord gave you adversity for food and suffering 
for drink, he will still be with you to teach you. You will see your teacher with your own eyes. 21 Your own 
ears will hear him. Right behind you a voice will say, “This is the way you should go,” whether to the right 
or to the left. 22 Then you will destroy all your silver idols and your precious gold images. You will throw 
them out like filthy rags, saying to them, “Good riddance!” 23 Then the LORD will bless you with rain at 
planting time. There will be wonderful harvests and plenty of pastureland for your livestock” (NLT) 

 
Isaiah is a wonderful book of judgement and hope. It is about the judgement and hope of Israel. It is about 
the rise and fall of Jerusalem to Babylon. The purpose of God’s judgement was to purify Israel, to call them 
to turn back to God. The hope was that Israel would be a servant to the nations, a light to the nations.  
Isaiah prophesied that God will do a new thing. The Messiah will be rejected and killed but he will fulfil 
God’s mission, to be an atonement for our sins, to restore us into righteousness with God, that is to be in a 
right relationship with God. 
 
He prophesied that there would be two responses: 

a. Some would be humble and repent 
b. Others would be wicked and reject him 

The hope was that through the suffering, King Jesus, God’s kingdom would come to earth as a family. This 
is the powerful hope of Isaiah.  
 
How does this relate to us today? 
Yes, Isaiah is talking about the nation of Israel, however, we live in South Africa, a country which is sinning 
against God and not putting him first. We keep saying the church is not an organization that meets on 
Sundays. It is not the building where we meet, and it certainly is not Zoom. We are the church.  
 



In the same way we are as much part of South Africa as anyone else. Sin starts with us. It is not out there. It 
is not just in a corrupt government. It is in each one of us. 
 
The first key issue in this text is in verse 20 
Firstly, God gave them adversity and suffering. He judged them and gave them tough times.  
Why? Because Israel has sinned. We are experiencing tough times, as a nation and individually. I am sure 
each of us has a story to tell of facing tough times. The purpose of this message is not debate whether God 
sent Covid-19 or not to cause us a tough time or to punish us. 
 
The question we need to ask is: are we sinning? 
Despite our troubles in South Africa, we are far too comfortable, so we tend to drift from Jesus. Drifting 
can mean that we backslide – I am sure you have heard Christians say that. “I am not as close to Jesus as I 
used to be; I don’t pray as much; My quiet time has slipped”, etc. What they are really saying is that my 
relationship with Jesus is lukewarm. We have preached on the Church in Laodicea (Revelations  3:14) 
where Jesus says you are neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit you out of my mouth”. 
 
Why does this text say (verse 21) “21 Your own ears will hear him. Right behind you a voice will say, “This is 
the way you should go,” whether to the right or to the left. 22 Then you will destroy all your silver idols and 
your precious gold images. You will throw them out like filthy rags, saying to them, “Good riddance!” 
 
When we drift from Jesus, we sin because we are simply putting other things before God and that means 
we break the first commandment. Exodus 20:3 3 “You shall have no other gods before me.” 
What are you putting before God? Don’t answer too quickly. I know one person, who took God’s word 
seriously and examined every area of his life. He asked the Holy spirit about each area of this life in turn. 
Very slowly, and very intentionally. His conclusion was, that nothing came before God … until he lost his 
pension. Let’s be clear, I am not saying that he lost his pension because he was sinning. He lost his pension 
because the fund manager was evil. However, he realized just how important this was to him. 
This text says “your own ears will hear him. Right behind you a voice will say, “This is the way you should 
go,” whether to the right or to the left. But let’s look at what comes before this verse. God says he will be 
gracious to you if you “ask for help” (verse 19).  
 
It is mainly in adversity – tough times - that we acknowledge we need God and ask for help. This is NOT the 
help Isaiah is talking about, because it says “He will be gracious (if you ask for help). In the context of this 
text, this is when we have fallen short of God’s word, drifted from him, sinned knowingly and unknowingly. 
God will be gracious if we ask for help in these circumstances IF we return to him as number ONE. 
This is repenting of our sin – saying sorry Lord, and being prepared to turn away from our wrong doing.  
 
I have heard people say that the Holy Spirit convicted me of my sin. You and I know the Holy Spirit can 
convict you at any time if he chooses, but he also respects your free will and why would he waste his time 
with someone who does not really want to change. The text goes on to say in verse 20: “20 Though the Lord 
gave you adversity for food and suffering for drink, he will still be with you to teach you.”  
 
We cannot be taught if we do not want to listen. At SATS, we are having a very important assessment by 
the Council for Higher Education on Monday and Tuesday. In preparation, Kevin asked us to be fully 
present on Zoom and explained, that means do not flip between Zoom and WhatsApp or FB or something 
else open on your computer. Remain focused on the Zoom meeting.  It is very difficult to force someone to 
be focused on the highest priority when we really would love to be doing something else like answering a 
WhatsApp message or looking at FB. 
 
What is really important to us? Are we open to be taught? 
Verse 20b says: “You will see your teacher with your own eyes.” When someone corrects you based on the 
bible, do you see that person and react at a human level or do you see the teacher?  



When someone feeds back something to us or corrects us, it tends to “press our buttons” or sets off a 
trigger in us, and we react. This is when we receive feedback through our own filters and historical 
baggage. Our filters and baggage get in the way of hearing the truth. 
 
What are some of your filters?  
The way we have been raised from childhood, the inputs we get, who we follow on FB, what and who we 
read - all these inputs and experiences affect how we think and process feedback.  
We watched a profound documentary called “The Social Dilemma”. It shows how the large social media 
companies like Google and FB influence what we watch and read and hence influence our views. This is 
happening to such an extent that as an example, America is now more divided than ever before between 
the Republican and Democratic parties. It is even dividing families against each other.  
So our inputs affect our thinking, it affects how we receive feedback and it even affects how we relate to 
others. It can build relationships and it can destroy relationships. What a wonderful tactic which Satan 
could use if he senses that it could destroy Christian relationships. Even better, what if he uses it distract 
our focus away from Jesus? 
I don’t know about you, but I recall the last time someone corrected me, my reaction was one of 
defensiveness. Even if I did not say anything, I tried to rationalize it in my mind. I tried to defend myself 
and justify why I did what I did. When we defend we are not listening and learning. 
My other reaction is, even when I do get to listen and learn, I beat myself up because I failed that person 
and I failed Jesus’s standards. I disappointed Jesus and then I feel even worse. 
 
But when I see the correction (the feedback) through the eyes of my teacher – Jesus – it changes my 
reaction. Why is this? Firstly, Jesus’s teaching is perfect; secondly, I know his teaching comes with love - no 
matter how it is said. We often accuse people of not speaking “the truth in love”, so I feel I have every right 
to reject the feedback and feel offended. Notice that I said I feel offended, not they offended me (which is 
often how we re-tell it to someone else.) We take offence, no one offends you. It is how we choose to 
receive it.  
Next time, try and see the biblical correction through the eyes of THE teacher. Receive it from Jesus. Jesus 
always speaks truth in love. If correction comes from the bible via a friend or family member, then it comes 
with the love of “THE teacher”.  
 
What is Jesus saying to us from this text? 
Verse 21b “This is the way you should go,” whether to the right or to the left. 22 Then you will destroy all 
your silver idols and your precious gold images. We need to examine our lives carefully. I shared earlier 
what one person I know did. He took this very seriously. 
What might you be putting first in your life? What might you be putting ahead of Jesus? 
Often this is a theoretical exercise. The standard Christian response is: “God is definitely first in my life.” 
Well the bible says (here comes the first feedback) “you will know them by their fruit” (Matthew 7:16 & 
Jesus repeats it in verse 20). Verse 20 is followed by verse 21 which is even more disturbing: Jesus says: 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven. If God is first in your life, and you love the Lord Jesus with all your 
heart, why would you not want to do his will? But Doug, he is first, I do love him with all my heart and do 
his will.  
OK, then test yourself. Let’s use a practical situation.  
Why is it that you make excuses to not attend prayer meetings? I used the word excuses, because we 
justify why we cannot attend but the reality is you are putting something else before Jesus. If you really 
believe you have a valid excuse for not attending, please work through all the excuses you can think of in 
your small group discussions after the sermon, and practice listening to feedback from other members 
who may challenge your thinking. Experience your reaction to the feedback. Feel what you feel when you 
hear the feedback. Others can practice giving biblical feedback. Then listen to the feedback through the 
eyes of THE teacher, and then choose to return to Jesus, repent and change your behavior. 
 



How do we repent? 
Verse 22 says: “22 Then you will destroy all your silver idols and your precious gold images. You will throw 
them out like filthy rags, saying to them, “Good riddance!” This is radical, but that is what Jesus wants us to 
do with our idols. Destroy them. Isaiah then described what times will be like when the people live 
according to God’s Word and are obedient to Him in verse 23; “23 Then the LORD will bless you with rain at 
planting time. There will be wonderful harvests and plenty of pastureland for your livestock.” The Israelites 
would have instantly understood this picture because rain brings a great harvest and harvests were 
celebrated because they provided food. When you don’t have food, you know what this blessing means. I 
grew up on a farm in a very dry part of South Africa. We had to rely on God for rain for the harvest, as this 
provided income for our family to buy food and pay for clothing and schooling, etc. This is a blessing 
promised to the nation of Israel but remember, we all form the nation of South Africa and change starts 
with each one of us.  
 
We need to repent of our idols, return to Jesus being number ONE in our lives, and pray for the Holy Spirit 
to rain down on us and in us.  
I plead with you today to Repent, Return and be Renewed by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


