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Good morning Church family 
A few weeks back, I preached on the Lord's prayer, which some call the Disciples' prayer as Jesus was teaching them 
to pray after one of them asked him to teach them to pray. 

The Disciples' prayer in Matthew  6 is a framework for prayer. We have already covered verses 9-10.  

 

Before I move on, I asked the home groups to send me any questions they may have from the sermon and their 
discussions. I received some great questions from one group. I'd like to share the questions and answers with you 
today. 

The first question was: 

"I know you said to spend more time listening, but then you quoted 1 Thessalonians 5:17 which says pray 
continually. I am a bit confused." 

The main point is that we should spend more time listening than asking. We usually are so used to asking God for 
things we want and need.  Your question is brilliant. Can we listen to the Lord continually? It is challenging to listen 
to the Lord throughout the day, but at least try as much as possible. We will be more likely to hear the prompting of 
the Holy Spirit if we are tuned in. Imagine you are driving and you come to a green traffic light. Because you are 
listening to the Holy Spirit, you sense him saying slow down even though the light is green, and suddenly someone 
shoots through the red robot from the other side, and the Lord saves you from a dreadful accident. 

The next question was: 

"How do you listen to God. I have tried to be still and get inspiration and then do the task. But it does not turn out as 
well as I expected. Is this too much to ask? Or am I just asking the right thing but God not giving it to me?" 

You listen mainly by reading God's Word. His Word is the primary way God speaks to us. As you read, write down 
what you sense him telling you. Sometimes we get it wrong, but if you ask the right thing, according to his will, he 
will answer you in his time. 

The last question was: 

"Your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven." Does this statement not also refer to Christ's return when He will 
reign for 1000 years? If yes, then surely it relates to us wanting Him to return such that we can be united with Him 
and the next chapter can begin. It also reflects our longing to live in a world where Satan no longer has an influence 
and we thus live in harmony with God. The ultimate aim is for us to live as the bride of Christ and we should be 
looking forward to this with great expectation. If the aforementioned is correct, then the Will of the Father is for us 
to remember that He stated that it's His wish that none shall perish, and we need to play our part in this desire of 
His". 

It is quite a complex question. I will try and keep it brief.  

Dr George Eldon Ladd of Fuller Theological Seminary describes "two natures of the Kingdom of God: its present and 
its future state". He used the phrase "already and not yet. His Kingdom is yet to come, but it has also already come."  

We can pray for Jesus to come again, but I am not sure that God wants us to spend time praying for Jesus to come. 
We want him to come soon because it helps us. Satan gets sorted out once and for all, but the sooner he comes, the 
fewer people get the opportunity to be saved. We should be most concerned about that. When we get saved, part of 
the Kingdom which is already here is Jesus living in us. We need to live out that Kingdom as close to what Jesus 
modelled and taught. Parables about the "Kingdom is like" can be found in Matthew 13. We must pray for his 



Kingdom to be revealed in our lives and that his Kingdom comes in the lives of the lost. Our prayers must focus on 
the lost.  

Part 2: 

Let's move onto the next verse. 

"Give us this day our daily bread." 

In the previous verses, Jesus asks us to pray about what is important to God.  

Having placed God in the right priority, I firmly believe, if we do this properly and sincerely, a few things happen: 

● We will grow spiritually; 
● We will grow closer to him because we are not just asking for things like he is a vending machine; and  
● We are more likely to pray in line with his will. 
 

Now we are ready to focus on what we are asking for. 

This next verse sounds straight forward: "Give us this day our daily bread". Surely, it must be a guide for us to ask 
for what we need, so let me take out my long list of prayer requests, starting with the WhatsApp prayer requests 
kindly sent by Jen to the prayer warriors' group. Thanks, Jen, for sending out the prayer requests so faithfully.  

And if I start with that, I am focusing on the sick and the needy and not on myself. That's must be in line with God's 
will, right? This verse is so much more than that.  

It is all about daily dependence on God 

Many of those to whom Jesus spoke, would have been day workers. They received one denarius per day – a day's 
wage. What if they got sick? They would not get paid. They would need to trust God for their daily provision.  

They could not plan ahead for a month or a year. Isn't that our natural instinct? Let's put a long term plan in place; 
then we don't need to rely on God as much. Maybe you had the next five years mapped out, then Covid-19 arrived 
and affected everyone everywhere. You cannot even move countries to run away from your problems. 

We need to go to God daily, trusting Him to provide for our needs. In Exodus 16:4, the Lord sent bread from heaven, 
daily. The Israelites had to gather enough for that day only.  

God was testing their hearts. Some gathered more than they required for one day. The Israelites did not trust and 
obey God. We need to depend on him daily for our physical and spiritual needs. 

God is a loving father. We can depend on him daily. We do not need to stress and worry. Jesus says: "do no worry." 
(Matthew 6:25) 

In today's world, those of us who are employed tend to get paid monthly. We soon get to depend on our monthly 
salary, so we tend not to need God. The reality is my boss becomes more important than God and his Kingdom. If 
you think I am unfair, let's each examine our behaviour and compare when your boss asks you for something versus 
when Jesus asks you to do something. 

My own story testifies to this.  

I worked for a corporate company 19 years ago. There is no doubt in my mind that I relied on that salary EFT to come 
into my bank account each month, and as a result, I did not need to trust God nearly as much. My relationship with 
Jesus was distant. Then suddenly, one day I got retrenched. That is when I realized how much I needed Jesus. Every 
day since that day, I trust him each daily for our daily bread. 

Now we ask according to the prayer framework, but does God solve the problem in the way we think? I didn't see 
the retrenchment coming, but it was the best thing that the Lord could have allowed to happen to me. 

We need to rest in God and grow our trust in him. He provides in ways we do not consider. Look at the Israelites in 
the desert. Do you think they expected God to "rain down bread from heaven"? 

In Luke 5:4-6, Jesus says to Peter: "Put out into deep water and let down the nets for a catch." 5 Simon answered,                      
"Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets."                     
6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break 

Jesus even surprises the expert fishermen with his solution and timing. Note in the verses just before this, Jesus was 
teaching the crowds, and then he says this to Peter. They received Jesus's words first. It might mean nothing, or it 
might be a message to us today.  

We need to rest in God and trust him and his timing. It is essential to clarify resting. Resting in God and trusting him 
does not mean we do not have to work. God wants us to work hard and have a willing attitude. 2 Thessalonians 3:10 
“10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat." 

When we work, do we work as unto the Lord?  

Are we a witness for Jesus in the workplace? 

If we do not have work, are we prepared to work for no pay?  



I told my three sons, be prepared to work for no pay so that you can learn and gain experience. If you do this, watch 
how God provides. Pray for specific needs.  

 

In Matthew 20:31-33, Jesus interacts briefly with two blind men; “31 The crowd rebuked them and told them to be 
quiet, but they shouted all the louder, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!" 32 Jesus stopped and called them. 
"What do you want me to do for you?" he asked. 33 "Lord," they answered, "we want our sight".  Jesus knew what 
they wanted, but he still asked. Why? He wants us to depend on him.  

When our prayers are specific, and he answers, we know it was God who provided. We can, and should, immediately 
give him all the glory. 

Be persistent in your prayers. It does not mean we must babble on like the pagans do. It means we must continue 
praying and trust God to answer our prayers when it suits Him and not us. 

While we know that God is interested in the detail and every aspect of our lives, and we are worth more than the 
sparrows (Matthew 10:30-31), God is also God of the Universe.  He is working on a big plan in our lives, which 
involves more people than just you. He is preparing everything to come together just in the right way and at the right 
time. Can you imagine how amazing that is? He is doing that for you, knowing what is coming down the line in your 
life. We do not know, but God knows. He cares about you. One of my favourite verses is: "28 And we know that in all 
things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28) 

Doesn't this encourage you - to trust him to provide for your daily needs? 

Sometimes, part of God's plan is to delay providing what you ask for. Why would he do that?  Delaying his provision 
stretches our faith. It is like a muscle. When you use it, it grows. When you don't, it shrinks. (Ask Norm what 
happened to his leg muscles when he was on his back in the hospital for a month after his motorbike accident).  

 

Keep trusting God; he always keeps his promises. He is God; He is almighty; He is in control. Rest in God's daily 
provision. 

 

Amen 

 


