
 
 

Sermon notes 
Preacher: Doug Timberlake 

Title:   “Do you have the power” 
Text:  Acts 1:8 

 

Good morning Church family 
 

 Do you know Jesus as your Lord and savior? 

 Do you feel ordinary? Like you are not much different to the next person.  

 Do you feel exhausted?  

 Do you feel like it is such an effort to reach out to the lost?  
 

How would like to have power? Some real power? Not power that comes from a Red Bull. Perhaps you are 
thinking of a can of Red Bull – the drink that supposedly ‘gives you wings’.  
I know that when I say Red Bull, my sons immediately think of the Red Bull F1 racing team. That’s serious 
power. These cars can do 0-60km/h in 2 seconds. In fact, the record is 1.6 seconds. Listen carefully … 2 
seconds is … one thousand two thousand. That’s it; they are doing 60km/h. That’s serious power. Please 
folks. Stop driving a Hyundai like I do. We need to drive Formula 1 cars. 

Now let’s bring this back to spiritual power. I’m going to read Acts 1:8 (NIV) I am sure you know this text 
well, but listen carefully for the real power 

Text 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

 
Firstly, it is important to distinguish between the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the filling of the Holy 
Spirit. The permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit is for all followers of Jesus. This occurs when you give 
your life to Jesus (John 7:37-39; Eph 1:13; Gal 3:2). This is different to the filling of the Holy Spirit in Eph 
5:18 18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. This is the 
ongoing filling of the Spirit. If this were not required after having been born again of the spirit when you 
were saved, God would not have put this verse here.  
 
The disciples had encountered the risen Christ. Acts 1: 3; “3 After his suffering, he presented himself to 
them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days 
and spoke about the kingdom of God” 
But Jesus knew they needed something more. He says ““Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” They knew Jesus, they loved Jesus and called him their Lord. They 
were believers like you and me. But they lacked something. They lacked power. 
 
How do we know they were filled with power? 
At Pentecost Acts 2:4 says 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit”. Then in verse 14, straight after that, 
Peter stands up with the eleven (the other disciples) and raises his voice and addresses the crowd.  
Here’s a simple fisherman, not a theologian, not the bright spark of the class, but someone who denied 
Jesus 3 times, someone who tried to walk on water and nearly drowned. He raises his voice and addresses 



the crowd. Wow! He testifies to Jesus. He shares about Jesus, and because of the power of the Holy Spirit, 
not his great speech, people ask: “Brothers, what shall we do?” In verse 38 Peter replies: “Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
It’s simple when you have the power.  
You received the Holy Spirit when you were baptized into the body of Christ when you were saved. But do 
you have the power? I want to read you the Message translation of Ephesians 5:18 “Don’t drink too much 
wine. That cheapens your life. Drink the Spirit of God, huge draughts of him. Sing hymns instead of drinking 
songs! Sing songs from your heart to Christ. Sing praises over everything, any excuse for a song to God the 
Father in the name of our Master, Jesus Christ.” 
What does an alcoholic do? They need to drink daily. They cannot live without their alcohol. They feel 
empty without it. Paul is saying come to Jesus thirsty but instead, drink the Holy Spirit, and lots of him, and 
when you do, you will have power, the power to sing hymns from your heart. Your heart will be on fire for 
Jesus. You will want to share powerfully about Jesus, like Peter did. You will want to have any excuse to 
share Jesus. 
 
And as you give your heart to others, you need to be refilled with the power of the Holy Spirit. It is like 
driving a car. The busier you are in your car, the more mileage you do, the more you need to visit the 
garage daily to fill up your tank. I want to read an extract from a book I am reading. It is called … 

“Living Water” by Brother Yun. This is a man who operated in the home churches in China. It is a ‘must’ read. 

 

Listen to recording 
What would the church be like if we all? 

 Did what you and I did? 

 Prayed like you and I do? 

 Studied the word like you and I do? 

 Witnessed about Jesus like you and I do? 

A W Tozer said: “If the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from the church today, 95 percent of what we do would 
go on and no one would know the difference. If the Holy Spirit had been withdrawn from the New 
Testament church, 95 percent of what they did would stop, and everybody would know the difference.” 

 
Is Chartwell Village Church filled with the Holy Spirit? Remember that we are the church. Do we have the 
power? If not, how do we respond today? 
 

How do we respond?  
Do you want wisdom? James 1:5 says “5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you”. How many of you have asked God for 
wisdom? I do. Often. In fact, when someone asks me “what would you like me to pray for?” I often ask 
them to pray for wisdom for me. 
But this not about wisdom. Do you want the power? 
Luke 11:13 says “how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  
Power - to be witnesses.  
Power -  so that your life communicates to those around you that you are different.  
Really different.  - Noticeably different.  
 
I want to be better a follower of Jesus, a better husband, a better dad, a better friend, a better employee, a 
better boss. I don’t know about you, I feel empty. I feel tired. I need more power. I cannot do it in my own 
strength. Lord Jesus, please fill me with your Holy Spirit power. I commit to ask you daily to fill me with 
your Holy Spirit power. I am going to visit the garage – your garage - every day from now on. 
What are you going to do?  Amen 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


