
Church Family 
Introduction 
1. We say we are a church family and NOT a family church. What is the difference? 
2. A family church is a church that consists of families. A church family is the body of Christ 

behaving like a family to one another, like a real family.  
3. If we say we are a church family, then we must strive to behave like one. As followers of 

Jesus, we must model this behaviour so much that people say: “I want to join this 
family”. That’s what happened when in Acts 2:47 it says: “And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved”. 

4. The Lord has been challenging us to “lift the bar” so to speak, to model following Jesus 
so that unbelievers can see Jesus in us – in our church family. We should stand out head 
and shoulders above the world in our standards. 

5. Let us read Acts 2:42-47 
6. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every 
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. 

What do we learn from this passage? 
7. They knew each other well. For them to have sold their properties and possessions to 

meet the needs of the community, they would have known each other’s circumstances 
well. We need to do the same. When someone is in need, as a family we should ask 
some hard questions to find out what the real need is. I do that with my sons. I do not 
just hand out money to them when they ask. All our resources are God’s resources and 
need to be stewarded responsibly. We need to be accountable for how we use his 
resources. 

8. They met daily in homes. This means they must have “lived in each other’s pockets”.  
9. This would have also helped to know people’s circumstances. When you go to 

someone’s home, you get to know them better. That’s why we encouraged home visits 
when new folk joined CVC. Obviously, this is challenging during Covid-19 but it is 
something we must continue after lockdown. 

10. Jerusalem was a small town with no big walls around the houses as in Johannesburg 
today. It reminds me of the small town I grew up in. Everybody knew everybody else’s 
business. We have to make an extra effort to get to know each other in our home 
churches. There is also a huge responsibility on each of us to be open and transparent, 
to share our circumstances. The moment someone clams up, we cannot get to know you 
and that becomes a problem.  

11. The ideal opportunity is after each Sunday sermon where each person can share their 
perspective or experience about Jesus.  We should allow and encourage this to happen. 

12. Family eats together. Before lockdown, I am sure you spent time visiting family and 
having meals together (if they lived near you). While we cannot meet physically, are we 
connecting with our church family, be it via cell, WhatsApp, Zoom or Skype? Some 
members might well be lonely during this time.  

How do families behave? 



13. They love unconditionally. The parable of the prodigal son is a great example (Luke 
15:11-32) 

14. Family members will disagree with each other, and may even have the occasional fight – 
hopefully not too often - but family members do not run away from home. They solve 
their differences, hopefully in a biblical manner (Matt 18:15). 

15. We see each other as we are, and we accept each other as we are. If you are meeting in 
someone’s home daily, you get to see the real circumstances. It’s ok if their house is not 
perfect. It is ok if they wear their slippers when they are cold. Ever since lockdown 
started, I attend Zoom meeting with my slippers on because I feel the cold more than 
most. My sons were horrified when I showed the people my slippers on the camera. 
Why not. That’s part of the real me. 

16. Family know each other well. Again, if you spend time with people, and we are 
transparent, then we get to know each other well. Glen is very good at asking questions 
in his home church. That way people get to know each other and trust each other. 

17. Family hold each other accountable (2 Tim 3:16). It is ok to ask: “how is your quiet time 
going?”, “Are you reading your bible?” We know in our family, we switch lights off when 
we do not need them. Hudson sometimes tells me “Dad, you forgot to switch off the 
light”. 

Families do the decent thing 
18. We expect our family to let Di and I know if they are coming home for dinner way ahead 

of time before we have prepared the meal, not an hour before (unless there was an 
emergency like they have just had an accident and they are on their way to the hospital). 

19. In the same way, we expect our church family to let your cell church leader know well 
ahead of time that you cannot make it to cell and why. Not just, I cannot make it. Then 
there is no accountability. 

20. If it appears to happen regularly and other things are getting in the way of Jesus, then 
expect your cell leaders and other church family members to challenge you on this. 

21. Do you respond to messages from church family as diligently as you do in your work? If 
our standards are higher than the world, why would we not set a good example to the 
world? 

22. If we treat each other like they did in Acts 2, others will want to be part of Jesus’ family. 
 

23. How would you like to be treated as a member of Jesus’ church family? 
24. Perhaps this is an important question to start reflecting on as you prayerfully reflect and 

discuss the questions in your small groups. 


