
2020-06-14- Sermon Notes Di - Raising the Bar 

 

Picture yourself standing before a court of law in the witness stand.  You have sworn to tell the truth and 

only the truth.  

 

The prosecutor asks you this question.  

What is your biggest passion? 

It means to have a strong feeling, enthusiasm, or zeal.  It fills our thought processes, instructs our decision 

making, consumes our emotions and will and drives our behaviour. 

 

Are you passionate for Jesus? 

What evidence can you give us today that you are passionate for Jesus? 

Write these statements down. 

 

Now picture yourself before the throne of God.   We will ALL stand before God one day and give evidence 

on how we spent our lives – those who have given their lives to Christ and those who have not. 

 It says in His word (NIV)  

Romans 14:12 “So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God”  

and in  

2 Corinthians 5: 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of 

us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

 

 

What would you say when God asks you to give evidence of your passion for Him? 

Spend time reflecting on this.  God is not in a rush.  Nor should you be. 

- How you spend your time 

- Devouring His word 

- Your prayer life  

- Spending time with Him 

- Your submission to Him, to His will 

- How you served others 

- Brought glory to Him 

- Attitude of thankfulness to Him 

- Your heart attitude 

- The words you have spoken 

- Your thoughts 

Write these statements down. 

 



In Mark 12:30, Jesus was approached by a man who asked, "Lord, what’s the most important thing 

in the Bible?" Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength.” 

 

In other words, Jesus is saying, “Nothing matters more than that. That’s the number one thing in life. I 

want you to love Me passionately." God doesn’t want you to love Him half-heartedly, but with all your heart 

and all your soul, all your mind.  Everything you have.  He knows that when we love Him passionately, we 

will obey His commandments, we will live according to His standards.  We will put Him first.  

 

One of the key ingredients in a Christian’s life is passion. Passion loves and serves because it wants to, not 

because it has to. Passion for God is serving Him because there is nothing else that we would rather be 

doing.  He knows that when we love Him passionately, we will obey His commandments, we will live 

according to His standards.  We will put Him first. 

 

Think about every time that the Word reached out to you, when the Spirit tried to lead you and gave you 

opportunities to follow Him, when you heard a sermon or when you said yes as a commitment to change 

as a response. How high was your passion to follow through?  

 

You say you love Him …. then prove it by your works. How else can you prove it?  

Just saying it doesn’t make it true.  

Just claiming it doesn’t make it real.  

Just confessing that He is Lord, doesn’t show your passion for Him.  

It takes action. It takes repentance from sin, that old self-centred, egotistical, self-satisfying lifestyle – and 

then turning your focus onto serving the Lord and reaching out to those whom He loves.  

 

If you were to given a score of 1-10, how passionate would others say you have Jesus?  

What evidence would others see?  

Why do you give yourself that score? 

 

This is not about self condemnation and guilt.  It is about being real with Him.  It is about searching our 

hearts and being real before Him.  

 

You didn’t lose your passion, you left it.  You abandoned your passion.  You have allowed your passion for 

Jesus to slip away.  You have put other things first.  

 

The Word of God teaches us that we should be passionate about the same things that Jesus is passionate 

about. What is Jesus passionate about? 

1.  He was passionate about disciplining himself.  Time he spent with His Father.  He was faithful to 

his purpose. He knew the Word. He is the Word. He used that word against the devil when Satan 



tried to draw him off centre and get his focus on the things of the world during those days of 

temptation in the wilderness. 

2. He was passionate about teaching and training his disciples. He taught them and lived an example 

before them whether it was one or two at a time, or the whole group. Wherever he went Jesus was 

teaching. Jesus wanted the kingdom of heaven to be taught. 

3. Jesus was passionate about seeking and saving the lost.  He was passionate about you and me to 

the cross.  Our eternal souls!  He went to the cross with each one of us in mind.  His death on the 

cross is often referred to as His “Passion”. Jesus is still passionate about all His people.  

 

C. S. Lewis said it like this, "Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of infinite 

importance.  The only thing Christianity cannot be is moderately important” 

 

How important is your faith? 

How important is your relationship with Jesus? 

How important is your passion for Jesus? 

 

You are either on or off. 

The power of steam brought a revolution to the whole world. Even today, many great machines (including 

nuclear reactors) produce power by producing steam. 

Water boils at 212 degrees Fahrenheit. Until then it’s just hot water, but at 212 degrees it turns into a 

vapor and expands greatly, producing pressure to turn wheels, etc. 

At 211 degrees, no steam. At 212 degrees – steam! That one degree of heat makes all the difference 

between having power or not. 

 

It’s the same with us. We can be going through the motions as a Christian and not have the power of God. 

What we need is that last “degree” -- of PASSION! Passion for God puts us into contact with God, and He 

responds to a passionate heart with power! 

 

How do we do this?  

If we want to be passionate about Jesus, how do we raise the bar? 

 

God knows we won’t be perfect, but He wants us to try as much as we can. Don’t make excuses. Own up 

and change! The blood of Jesus has the power to free you from guilt and bondage. Receive it!  

 

I want us to do this as a prayer together.  

 

1. Firstly, it starts with a decision to change.  A decision to build your passion for Jesus. Make a 

decision today to get your passion back.  Nobody else can do it for you. 



Are you willing to raise the bar?  Are you willing to work at your passion?  Know that it will take 

time, effort and even some pain. It takes discipline like Jesus had.  Peter tells us in 2 Peter to work 

hard, make every effort, to be diligent.  Passion doesn’t just happen.  It grows and we are called to 

be diligent. Make your decision now.  If yes, then pray this prayer. 

 

Lord, I decide today to change.  I want to grow my passion for you.  I want to raise the bar in how 

I serve You and how I spend my time, effort and talents.  I don’t want to compromise anymore.  I 

commit this morning to change from this moment onwards. 

 

2. Repent and ask God’s forgiveness. True repentance means to say you are sorry for what you have 

done or not done and then to actually change your behaviour.  

 

Lord, I repent of my sin this morning.  I repent that I have put other things and other people above 

you.  I repent of not putting You first.  I repent that my passion has waned.  Lord, forgive me for 

this.  Lord, please give me a heart after You so I can raise the bar to Your standard of what it 

means to have a complete passion and love for you. 

  

3. Do it!  Revelation 2:5 Jesus was spoke to the church of Ephesus to come back to their first love.  He 

says, “Repent and do the things you did at first”.  

There is a call to action.  

It is a decision, not a feeling.  He didn’t say feel the things you felt at first.  He says do the things 

you did at first. 

You don’t pray to get it back.  You practice.  Do it! Do it! You work hard at it.  Day by day. 

 

For example, to love someone is not about how you feel about that person, it’s an active part of 

your will.  It is loving when you are not loved back.  It is loving when it hurts, when it costs you 

something.  It is every day working at choosing to love that person regardless of how they treat 

you.  

 

I don’t have the time.  Make the time. 

I get distracted.  Discipline yourself. 

I don’t feel excited anymore.  Be excited. 

I don’t feel grateful. Be grateful. 

I don’t feel love.  Be loving. 

Do it! 

Passion ALWAYS leads to action!  

It takes commitment and follow through.  Have the integrity to do what you say you will do.  

 

Lord, I will nourish my spirit by reading your word daily. 



I will spend time with you in prayer, listening to your heartbeat and seeking your face. 

I will be an example of Jesus to others even when it hurts. 

I will work hard at building my passion for you in practical ways, every day. 

I will develop my passion by worshipping you with a grateful heart. 

I will guard myself against the enemy who wants to steal my joy in my relationship with you. 

I will not make excuses this time.  

 

Questions 

What score did you score yourself on how others see your passion for Jesus?  Why? 

What is one thing you commit to do this week that will grow your passion for Jesus? 

How can your church group help and support you with this? 

 


