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Close your eyes and picture the scene as if you are in the scene.  
You are with Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane. The chief priests and the temple guard 
come to arrest Jesus. Peter strikes the ear of the high priest’s servant. Jesus heals the 
man’s ear. They take Jesus away to the house of the high priest.  
 
What would you do?  
Moments later, this is what unfolds. Please turn to Luke 22:54-62 
“Peter followed at a distance. 55 And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of 
the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw 
him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with 
him.” 57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. 58 A little later someone else 
saw him and said, “You also are one of them.”  
“Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 59 About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this              
fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” 60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re                 
talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked               
straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before               
the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 62 And he went outside and wept                
bitterly.” 
Peter completely denies even knowing Jesus, not once but three times.  
 
How would you feel if you were Jesus?  
One of your closest disciples, who walked with you for 3 years, who moments before 
defended you against the temple guards, now disowns you, in your greatest time of need. 
Jesus knew he would face persecution, abuse, physical pain of the highest level, and 
ultimately the cross, carrying the sin of the world on his shoulders, but why all alone?  
His friends deserted him in his time of greatest need. I don’t know about you but my guess 
is, this is one of the biggest failures recorded in scripture. Peter denying Jesus three times.  
How much more can we mess up than that?  
Think about your past failures. I am not talking about making a mistake at work. I am not 
talking about accidentally knocking over the glass of milk when you were young (or old for 
that matter). I am asking you to recall when you knowingly did something to hurt a friend or 
Jesus.  
 
STOP the recording and write them down. 
Keep those in mind as we look at the next text. 
John 21:15 to 24 (NIV) 



15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you                
love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said,                 
“Feed my lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He               
answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”                
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt                  
because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all                 
things; you know that I love you.”  
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed                
yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands,                 
and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said                  
this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him,                  
“Follow me!” 20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following              
them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said,                 
“Lord, who is going to betray you?”) 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about                
him?” 22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?                  
You must follow me.” 23 Because of this, the rumor spread among the believers that this               
disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I want                    
him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?” 24 This is the disciple who testifies to                   
these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true.  
 
Jesus describes three kinds of love in this passage. When we think of love, we 
immediately think of the Greek words for love: storge, agape, philia, and eros. I don’t want 
to take too much time on the meaning of each word but rather look deeper into what Jesus 
is communicating in this passage. 
I want to share his communication under three headings which I borrowed from Nicky 
Gumble. He describes the three “love” themes so well. 
 
The first love is Supreme love.  
In this love, Jesus uses the Greek word “agape” which is “self-sacrificial” love. Jesus calls 
us to love him more than anything or anyone.  

● Are we prepared to put something we love second to loving Jesus? 
In Verse 15 Jesus says: “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these? 

● Are you prepared to sacrifice these for me, your supreme love? 
We are not sure what he is referring to, but we do know they were catching fish, 
and the only other thing that was there were the other disciples. Jesus could only 
have meant do you love me more than the other disciples OR his fishing.  

● Do you love Jesus more than your closest friends or more than your work?  
This is a serious question. If I answer I’d rather be working or riding my bike than 
spending time with Jesus and his church then it helps me answer this question 
honestly. Jesus is asking you today: “do you love me more than these”, whatever 
“these” are for you? 

 
The second love is Sacrificial love.  
In verse 18 & 19 Jesus tells Peter how he will die – by crucifixion – and then he says to 
Peter “follow me”.  

● Are you prepared to follow Jesus no matter the costs? I think all of us, in our heads, 
will answer: of course I will die for you, Lord”. That’s what Peter said too, and look 
what happened. Before you answer, have you ever thought “why are you letting this 
happen to me, Lord?” Why am I having to endure such hardship when I am 



committed to following you? Why is my family suffering so when I committed my life 
to you, when I do what you ask me to do?  

● Have you ever doubted your faith as a result of your suffering for Jesus when he 
won’t do what you want him to do? 
Jesus asks us to love him sacrificially. Take up your cross and follow me. Notice 
how, when Jesus is telling Peter these VERY important things, including about his 
future, he gets distracted and compares himself to John. He asks Jesus in Verse 
21: “Lord, what about him?” When we decide to follow Jesus, it is our walk with him 
that we must be concerned about. Comparing ourselves to others is very 
dangerous. It can lead to pride and distraction. 

 
The third love Jesus calls for is Servant love.  
Each time Jesus asks Peter if he loves him and Peter answers “I love you”, Jesus tells him 
to feed his lambs, to care for his sheep, and to feed his sheep. Who are Jesus’ sheep? All 
his followers.  
The third time Jesus asked Peter if he loves him he uses the Greek word “phileo” which 
means loving like a “friend”. 

● As disciples of Jesus, are we ready to serve others the way Jesus asked Peter to 
serve?  

● Are we ready to care for fellow believers who need our help, as a friend would? 
I think you might well answer it the way I did. ‘Of course I will Lord.’ 
 

I suggest we stop here and reflect. We cannot truly serve others and care for them unless 
we truly love Jesus with all our heart. In Peter’s three replies, he uses the Greek word 
“phileo” (friend).  
If we don’t truly love him as our best friend, it will be an effort and we will get tired. I 
realized this when I felt I needed a break. I was exhausted because I was doing it in my 
own strength.  
When I realise how much Jesus loves me and what he did for me on the cross – when I 
truly get it (I intentionally did NOT use the past tense, because I am not there yet) – then I 
begin to serve others with the love of Jesus. 
Jesus sums it up in John 15:13 (13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends.). That’s what he did for you and me. With this ultimate act of sacrifice, 
comes total forgiveness from God. Jesus modeled this forgiveness in this text when he 
re-instates Peter. He restores him by asking him three times if he loved him, having denied 
Jesus three times.  
 
No matter your failures, no matter your sin, Jesus died for you and has TOTALLY 
forgiven you.  

● Do you truly understand what he did for you? 
If you say yes, then love Jesus supremely, more than anything or anyone else 

● Do you truly understand what he did for you? 
If you say yes, then love others sacrificially 

● Do you truly understand what he did for you? 
If you say yes, then love Jesus enough to serve others 

 
Amen 
 
 
 


