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Good morning. 
We have recently just finished preaching and discussing the spiritual gifts mentioned in Corinthians. 
 
1. Word of Wisdom 
2. Word of Knowledge 
3. Faith 
4. Miracles 
5. Gift of Healing 
6. Prophecy 
7. Discernment 
8. Speaking in tongues 
9. Interpretation of tongues 
 
Even after working through and studying these gifts with this family, I still sensed that not every 
brother or sister in our church body nor in the greater church body were absolutely certain that they 
had any one of the gifts mentioned in Corinthians. 
 
The reason for this is because there are other spiritual gifts. 
We will be working through these other gifts this morning and I’m praying that those who were not 
sure whether they had a gift or not, will know and believe that they do. 
 
BUT before we turn to our passage for this morning, let us first clarify the difference between a talent 
and a spiritual gift. 
This is very useful when it comes to explaining spiritual gifts to unbelievers when we enter the 
mission field.  
 
There are similarities and differences between talents and spiritual gifts. Both are gifts from God. 
Both grow in effectiveness with use. Both are intended to be used on the behalf of others, and not for 
selfish purposes. 1 Corinthians 12:7 states that spiritual gifts are given to benefit others and not 
ourselves. As the two great commandments deal with loving God and others, it follows that one 
should use his talents for these purposes. But to whom and when talents and spiritual gifts are given 
differs. A person (regardless of his belief in God or in Christ) is given a natural talent as a result of a 
combination of genetics (some have natural ability in music, art, or mathematics) and their 
circumstances, (growing up in a musical family will aid one in developing a talent for music), It may 
be that God desired to endow certain individuals with certain talents (for example, Bezalel in Exodus 
31:1-6). Spiritual gifts are given to all believers by the Holy Spirit (Romans 12:3, 6) at the time they 
place their faith in Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. At that moment, the Holy Spirit gives to the 
new believer a spiritual gift(s) that He desires the believer to have (1 Corinthians 12:11). 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.7
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bezalel-and-Oholiab.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2031.1-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2031.1-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%2012.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.11


 
Please turn with me to Romans 12:3-8  
  Gifts of Grace 
“3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God 
has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members,[a] and the members do not all have the 
same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 
proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who 
exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads,[b] with zeal; the 
one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”  

Romans 12:6b-8 

Paul lists seven gifts in these verses. The major point of the passage is an encouragement for us to 
use the gifts that God has given us. Since we all have different gifts, given by God to serve one 
another and build up the body, let's use them! 

Spiritual Gift of Prophecy 

This is the only gift he mentions from the gifts mentioned in 1 Corinthians verse 12. 

If we have the gift of prophecy, Paul says use it in proportion to your faith. God gives some Christians 
special insight into people, into needs, into situations and circumstances, and the ability to share a 
fitting word from the Lord that brings edification, exhortation, (encouragement) or comfort (refer to 1 
Corinthians 14:3). This gift can be the source of great spiritual blessing to the church of Jesus Christ. 
If you have the gift of prophecy, use it in proportion to your faith--that is, to the fullest extent that God 
has given it. 

Spiritual Gift of Serving 

This is the same gift called "helps" in 1 Corinthians 12:28. It is the gift used by the Seven who 
became deacons in Acts 6. They took care of physical needs in the early church so that the apostles 
would be free for prayer and the ministry of the Word. It isn't just the ability to do a job that needs to 
be done so others can exercise their gifts, but the right attitude in doing it. People with this gift love to 
do whatever they can to enhance the ministry. They see what needs to be done, and they do it 
joyfully, for the glory of the Lord and the strengthening of His work. Paul says, "Do you have the gift 
of serving? Don't neglect it. Use it!  

There are probably a whole lot more people who have the gift of serving and are not using it than 
those who have and are using it.  

Spiritual Gift of Teaching 

Teaching is the ability to explain and apply the truths of Scripture, to communicate the truth of God's 
Word that we have learned from our studies. Do people seem to understand God's Word better when 
you explain it to them? Do you sense that the light goes on, and it begins to make sense to them? Do 
they want to get into it because they've been so encouraged by what you've said? Are they motivated 
to change their lives so that others can see the changes? If so, then God has given you the gift of 
teaching. The challenge to you today is, "Get busy and start teaching." Don't just sit there; teach 
something! Make time to study God's Word so that God's Spirit can speak to you through it and then 
think of the clearest way to explain it to others. Begin to share your insights, whether it be one on 
one, in small groups or large groups--it makes no difference. Use that gift that God has given you. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A3-8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28234a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A3-8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28238b


Spiritual Gift of Exhortation 

Exhortation or encouragement. The word can be translated either way and is translated both ways in 
various passages of Scripture. It's a motivational gift with two sides to it. On one hand, the people 
with this gift can challenge believers. That's the exhortation side. They challenge believers to live as 
God wants them to live, to press on to higher ground in their Christian walk, to become more like the 
Saviour. That's the challenge side to this gift. 

On the other hand, they can comfort those who are discouraged and depressed so that their burden 
is lifted and new hope springs up in their hearts. They are motivated to keep on in the Christian 
struggle when before that, they may have been ready to throw in the towel and drop out. If you are a 
Christian motivator, then be alert for opportunities to challenge others, and look for people who need 
to be encouraged. Use that gift that God has given you.  

Spiritual Gift of Giving 

God gives to some individuals either an unusual ability to earn and give money to God's work, or an 
unusual level of pleasure in giving what they do have, however little or much that may be. 
They love to give. They give generously and they trust God to meet their own needs. Paul says here, 
"let him who gives do it with liberality." With liberality more accurately means "with simplicity," or 
"single-mindedly." The person with the gift of giving has no ulterior motive for giving. He isn't trying to 
get praise from anybody; he's not trying to impress people. He just sees the need and wants to help 
meet it. 

Spiritual Gift of Leading 

This word literally means "to stand before." The person who stands before a group is normally the 
leader of the group, the one who presides over it, administers and manages it. The Lord Jesus taught 
us the essence of leadership when he said, "...whoever desires to become great among you shall be 
your servant" Mark 10:43. The leader in God's economy is a servant! He gives of himself tirelessly in 
service to others. Do you have the ability to lead by humble example and faithful service? Then do it 
with diligence; do it with eagerness; do it with excitement. Use that gift that God has given to you! 

Spiritual Gift of Showing Mercy 

The gift of showing mercy is the ability to put yourself in the place of those in need, to feel what they 
are feeling, and then to do whatever is necessary to help relieve their misery. They just have a knack 
of knowing what to do to relieve suffering. Maybe you're like that. Others are not. They would rather 
avoid these people who are hurting, The sick, the poor, the aged, the disabled - do you feel a deep 
hurt inside you and are you drawn to them? Then you have this gift. You want to get personally 
involved in meeting their need and you do it with cheerfulness. There isn't any other way to exercise 
this gift. Nobody will be truly helped by someone who ministers to them only out of a sense of duty. 

Do you feel a joyful and satisfying fulfillment when you get involved in helping people with needs? 
Then reach out and extend mercy. Use that gift! 

In closing; 

My prayer for Chartwell is that we respond to the word that we heard today and become functioning 
members of the body of Christ. I pray that we start exercising these gifts that have graciously been 
extended to us by the Holy Spirit.  

I pray this in the mighty name of Jesus Christ. Amen 



 

 

 


