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My objective this morning is to put some courage into you. God is with you. How does that sound?  Does 
that excite you? It is my assignment to speak God's Word into your hearts until the situation you are in gets 
less and less when you realise how big our God truly is and that you are never alone. 
 
Let us dive straight into our text for today.  Judges 6:1-16  
6 “The Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight. So the LORD handed them over to the Midianites for seven 
years. 2 The Midianites were so cruel that the Israelites made hiding places for themselves in the 
mountains, caves, and strongholds. 3 Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, marauders from Midian, 
Amalek, and the people of the east would attack Israel, 4 camping in the land and destroying crops as far 
away as Gaza. They left the Israelites with nothing to eat, taking all the sheep, goats, cattle, and donkeys. 5 
These enemy hordes, coming with their livestock and tents, were as thick as locusts; they arrived on droves 
of camels too numerous to count. And they stayed until the land was stripped bare. 6 So Israel was 
reduced to starvation by the Midianites. Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help. 
7 When they cried out to the LORD because of Midian, 8 the LORD sent a prophet to the Israelites. He 
said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of slavery in Egypt. 9 I rescued 
you from the Egyptians and from all who oppressed you. I drove out your enemies and gave you their land. 
10 I told you, ‘I am the LORD your God. You must not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you 
now live.’ But you have not listened to me.” 
11 Then the angel of the LORD came and sat beneath the great tree at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash 
of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing wheat at the bottom of a winepress to hide the 
grain from the Midianites. 12 The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said, “Mighty hero, the LORD is 
with you!” 
13 “Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? And where are all the 
miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn’t they say, ‘The LORD brought us up out of Egypt’? But now the 
LORD has abandoned us and handed us over to the Midianites.” 
14 Then the LORD turned to him and said, “Go with the strength you have, and rescue Israel from the 
Midianites. I am sending you!” 
15 “But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can I rescue Israel? My clan is the weakest in the whole tribe of 
Manasseh, and I am the least in my entire family!” 
16 The LORD said to him, “I will be with you. And you will destroy the Midianites as if you were fighting 
against one man.” 
 
In Judges Chapter 6 we are introduced to several things that are going on, not just the introduction of 
Gideon. We are introduced again to the disobedience of Israel and the consequences that God allowed to 
happen. They had moved away from the Covenant relationship with God. Their affection for God had 
turned away to idol worship and outright disobedience and  
God said, “Oh no you don’t.  This is not what I commanded you to do. I am your God.”  
The Israelites had done evil (verse 1) in the sight of the Lord.  



As a consequence, the Midianites came in and destroyed their crops, took their sheep and cattle and 
destroyed the land like locusts until there was nothing left. The Israelite nation then had to go into hiding 
and had absolutely nothing. They were starving. Only then did they cry out to the Lord.  
Isn't it amazing that in times of trouble and we have lost our focus, we only turn to God when we have hit 
rock bottom? When there is nothing we can do or say or influence or control and we are literally starving, 
only then do we call out to God. Just like the Israelites we have to hit rock bottom before we remember the 
Covenant relationship we have with Him.  
 
So in this text, the Israelites pleaded with God to rescue them. He first sends a prophet to tell them the 
context as to why they were in that situation. The prophet reminds them of what God has done in the past 
and the commandment He gave them not to worship other gods but Him.  
They had not listened and that is why they have been handed over to the Midianites.  
Now, enter the angel of the Lord who goes to a man named Gideon. Just think about it for a moment. He is 
in a winepress threshing wheat. He is hiding. I'm sure he feels weak and defeated and probably really 
scared that all his hard work could be ripped away from him at any moment. The angel says words that 
should put courage and hope and confidence into him. He says, “Mighty Hero. The Lord is with you!”  
 
Imagine yourself as Gideon. The angel of the Lord comes and says to you “Mighty Hero. The Lord is with 
you”. Do you see yourself as I mighty hero? How would you respond?  What's going through your head 
right now?  Do you believe it?  Does your heart jump for joy and you want to tell everyone what the Lord 
has said to you – that you are His mighty hero? But … You may be in a place right now where you don't 
believe those words. You cannot see through the darkness that has been created around you. You feel 
tired and so alone.  
Gideon reacts this way. He responds in verse 13 and I am paraphrasing here, “No, I think you have this 
wrong.  “Don't you see the situation I'm in? Don't you see I am defeated? No, God has abandoned us. He 
has forgotten about us because I don’t see Him helping us out of this situation like He did in Egypt.”  “So, let 
me get this straight, firstly I am NOT a mighty hero, I am hiding away in this winepress, and second, God is 
not with me.”  
Then the Lord appears and says to Gideon, “Go with the strength you have.” Gideon still thinks the Lord 
has it wrong and feels he needs to educate and remind him who He is talking to.  “Clearly you don’t know 
me.  I went and did some research on ancestor.com and found out that out of all the tribes in Israel, we are 
the weakest. We are the weakest clan in all the tribes. My family is the weakest in the clan and I am the 
weakest in our family. You have definitely got me confused with somebody else.”  
 
How many times do we do this when God gives us an opportunity or an encouragement and we back away 
and say, “It can't be me I am too weak, I don’t have the strength to fight that battle. I don't know God’s word 
enough so I won’t know what to say.” I am not …….  I don’t have …..”  
All those excuses come out and before we even start we have defeated ourselves clearly thinking that God 
has made a mistake.  
 
There are three points I would like to highlight in this text that we can know that He is with us? 
Firstly, God believes in you 
I want to encourage you that when God speaks to you, He already knows the situation you are in.  
He already knows the context of your life. He knows you probably better than you know yourself.  
He has not made a mistake. He has not confused you with somebody else. You are his hero. He is with 
you. His word will not come back void simply because you don't believe. He will be with you and give you 
the courage and the strength and all that you need to do what he has asked you to do and be the person he 
sees in you.  
In verse 12, the angel calls Gideon a mighty hero.  It is interesting that even in today when we are given a 
Word straight from the scripture or a teaching of encouragement but it is difficult to really receive it. We 



struggle to truly believe it because what we think of ourselves and our situations through our eyes and not 
the way God sees us and sees the situation.  
Let us look at just one scripture. Ephesians 2 verse 10.  10 “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created 
us anew in Christ Jesus”  
I rest my case. I have just read you a scripture that you are God's masterpiece! Some of you did not react 
at all. Either you already know and are so convinced of this that you have got used to it now and take it for 
granted or you cannot believe it because of the way you see yourself.  
So, I'm going to start reading it again; Ephesians 2 verse 10. 10 “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 
created us anew in Christ Jesus  For we are God's masterpiece....” sometimes it is just that simple.  
Psalm 139:14 says we are beautifully and wonderfully made.  Think of the last time you were given a 
compliment.  Did you say thank you and go away saying, Yes, I am looking good today, or did you say 
something negative about yourself in your mind. We are so quick to negate compliments simply because 
we don't believe it ourselves.  
 
So I say … You are God's masterpiece. Take a moment to think about that. Do you know what the enemy 
is going to say to that? He will say, “Oh no, you are not a masterpiece. Think of the week that you had with 
those words you spoke or the ugly thoughts that you had. What about that person you didn’t help.  You are 
certainly not God's masterpiece. You may be a work in progress, but you are certainly not a masterpiece 
right now.”  
But the truth of scripture says you are a masterpiece right now.  
You have been created anew in Christ Jesus.  No matter what you're going on in your life - you might be at 
the mountaintop or in the deepest valley but you are still a masterpiece.  
That’s the truth of scripture. Remember how God sees you.  He believes in you.  How does that sound to 
you? Give me a response. Does that excite you? 
 
The second point is to know that God is your strength.  
God is strong in you. In verse 14, straight after Gideon describes himself as the weakest of the weakest of 
the weakest, God's respond and says, “Go with the strength that you have.” I think Gideon must still be 
shaking his head saying, “Don’t you hear me … I have just told you I am weak and you tell me to go with 
the strength I have. Seriously?”  
And God says, “Yes I hear you. Go.”  
“I don't know what to say.”  
Go anyway.”  
“But the Midianites are too powerful and too many to defeat.”  
“Go with the strength you have.” 
Isn't it amazing how many excuses we give to God?  
His answer never changes: “Go. I am with you. Go with the strength you have.” 
 
In 2 Corinthians 12:8 Paul describes a thorn in his flesh, this ongoing challenge.  Paul writes: 
8 Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. 9 Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. 
My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ can work through me. 10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  
God says My grace is sufficient for you.  My power works best in your – what – your weakness.  
Let me clarify why Gideon was used by God. He was aware of his weakness. Gideon could never be 
confused where his strength came from.  He knew he was weak so any strength that he did have was from 
God. That is when God gets the glory. We must believe that even in our weakness we can do whatever 
God has planned for us to do. In our weakness we can go anyway.  Why? Because He is our strength. He 
is Lord of the universe - He can handle my situation.  
Even if I don't think I can do this, God is with me and he knows better than I do.  Just meditate on that right 
now. 



He has made it clear to us that “you are going to be strong because I am with you. I am the strength in 
you… so go. I promise you I will show up strong. I will be the strength you need. You can do this because I 
am the Lord your God and I can do this.”  
All God needs is our obedience to what he has called us to do. 
 
The third and most encouraging point is He is the great I AM. 
We don't truly understand the strength of that statement.  I AM. 
Listen to what God says in Isaiah 43 verse 1 to 3.... 
43 “But now, O Jacob, listen to the LORD who created you. O Israel, the one who formed you says, “Do not 
be afraid, for I have ransomed you. I have called you by name; you are mine.” 
(look at how possessive God is – YOU ARE MINE) 
This is good news!  I want to read it again.  
Hear God speaking directly to you by name ... in your situation. 2 “When you go through deep waters, I will 
be with you.” When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through the fire of 
oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you. 3 ”For I am the LORD, your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.”  
3 “For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.” For I AM. Anytime He says I AM He 
is referring to the first time He said I AM to Moses in Exodus Chapter 3. Moses asks God who is going to go 
with him back to Egypt.  God said to Moses in verse 14 of Chapter 3:” I am who I am. Go to the people of 
Israel and say I am, the one who always is is the one who sent me.” There is authority in I AM.   In the New 
Living Translation in the notes it says I AM can be translated into “I will be what I will be.” That's quite 
awesome. 
 
He will be who he will be. Whatever I need Him to be He will be that. If I need Him to be water out of a rock 
He becomes that. If I need Him to be bread from heaven here comes the manna.  
If I need Him to be fire at night and the cloud by day, He will be what He will be.  The God who is 
self-sufficient, ever-present, everlasting and abundant in everything we can think of. This is our God, the 
great I AM.  
In verse 16 16 The LORD said to him, “I will be with you. And you will destroy the Midianites as if you were 
fighting against one man.”   I AM will be with you. 
Nothing is too big for our God. 
 
In conclusion, my encouragement to each one of us today is God is saying: 
1. I believe in you.  

a. You are a mighty hero.  
b. A masterpiece.  
c. New in Christ Jesus. 

2. Go anyway, even when you feel you can’t because  
a. My power works best in your weakness.  

3. Know me as the great I AM.  
a. I will be what I will be.  

 
Praise God.  The great I AM is with us  
 
  
 
 


