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Good   morning.   This   morning   we   are   con�nuing   with   the   series   on   the   gi�s   of   the   Spirit.   As   an   Acts   2   church   we  
need   to   grow   in   these   gi�s.   This   is   also   to   remind   you   once   again   that   these   gi�s   are   for   the   whole   church   and  
are   given   to   us   on   an   individual   basis   by   God   to   build   up   the   body  

1Corinthians   12:1-11        “ Now   about   the   gi�s   of   the   Spirit,   brothers   and   sisters,   I   do   not   want   you   to   be  
uninformed.   You   know   that   when   you   were   pagans,   somehow   or   other   you   were   influenced   and   led   astray   to  
mute   idols.   Therefore   I   want   you   to   know   that   no   one   who   is   speaking   by   the   Spirit   of   God   says,   “Jesus   be  
cursed,”   and   no   one   can   say,   “Jesus   is   Lord,”   except   by   the   Holy   Spirit.    There   are   different   kinds   of   gi�s,   but   the  
same   Spirit   distributes   them.   There   are   different   kinds   of   service,   but   the   same   Lord.   There   are   different   kinds  
of   working,   but   in   all   of   them   and   in   everyone   it   is   the   same   God   at   work.    Now   to   each   one   the   manifesta�on  
of   the   Spirit   is   given   for   the   common   good.   To   one   there   is   given   through   the   Spirit   a   message   of   wisdom,   to  
another   a   message   of   knowledge   by   means   of   the   same   Spirit,   to   another   faith   by   the   same   Spirit,   to   another  
gi�s   of   healing   by   that   one   Spirit,   to   another   miraculous   powers,   to   another   prophecy,   to   another  
dis�nguishing   between   spirits,   to   another   speaking   in   different   kinds   of   tongues,   and   to   s�ll   another   the  
interpreta�on   of   tongues.    All   these   are   the   work   of   one   and   the   same   Spirit,   and   he   distributes   them   to   each  
one,   just   as   he   determines.”  

In   the   beginning,   God   created   Heaven   and   Earth   and   He   saw   it   was   good.   He   created   man   and   saw   that   he   was  
good.   Because   everything   was   good   and   perfect   and   in   it’s   allo�ed   place,   there   was   no   need   for   discernment.  
Then   the   serpent   came   and   sowed   distrust   in   God’s   Word   and   ac�on.   Did   God   really   say…..?   Man   felt   the   need  
to   be   the   judge   of   his   own   and   other's   ac�ons.   To   sit   in   judgment   himself   over   good   and   evil.   Suddenly  
discernment   became   necessary.  

What   is   discernment?  
It   is   the   ability   to   judge   well.   

Worldly   view .  
From   a   young   age,   we   are   taught   to   judge   well.   To   display   the   ability   to   Judge   for   ourselves.   Knowledge   is  
essen�al   for   judging   well.   Leaders   are   mostly   sought   a�er   and   followed   because   of   their   ability   to   “judge   well”.  
We   even   seek   to   follow   those   who   have   proven   themselves   to   be   experts   in   their   respec�ve   fields.   Just   look   at  
the   popularity   of   reality   shows   like   Idols   and   Top   Chef.   

In   our   hunger   for   knowledge   and   discernment,   we   o�en   leave   God   behind   because   we   know   be�er.   God’s  
Word   is   ques�oned   and   discarded   in   favour   of   man’s   own   judgment.   We   just   have   to   look   at   what   is   going   on  
in   the   church   of   today.   It   is   more   important   to   be   poli�cally   correct   than   to   be   obedient   to   His   Word.  

 

God's   view:   
Man   must   look   to   Him   for   knowledge   to   judge   well   as   He   is   the   ul�mate   all-knowing   judge.   Wisdom   is   found   in  
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our   knowledge   of   Him.     “As   for   you,   the   anoin�ng   you   received   from   him   remains   in   you,   and   you   do   not   need  
anyone   to   teach   you.   But   as   his   anoin�ng   teaches   you   about   all   things   and   as   that   anoin�ng   is   real,   not  
counterfeit—just   as   it   has   taught   you,   remain   in   him.”    1   John   2:27  

The   Role   of   Discernment   in   our   lives.  
We   are   called   to   look   to   Him   for   wisdom   and   knowledge   that   leads   to   proper   discernment.  
“ The   person   without   the   Spirit   does   not   accept   the   things   that   come   from   the   Spirit   of   God   but   considers   them  
foolishness,   and   cannot   understand   them   because   they   are   discerned   only   through   the   Spirit.   The   person   with  
the   Spirit   makes   judgments   about   all   things,   but   such   a   person   is   not   subject   to   merely   human   judgments,   for,  
‘Who   has   known   the   mind   of   the   Lord   so   as   to   instruct   him?’   But   we   have   the   mind   of   Christ.”    1   Corinthians  
2:14-16  
“Dear   friends,   do   not   believe   every   spirit,   but   test   the   spirits   to   see   whether   they   are   from   God,   because   many  
false   prophets   have   gone   out   into   the   world.”      1   John   4:1   

The   thoughts   you   have,   those   that   pop   into   your   head.   Do   you   ever   think   about   where   they   come   from?   Are  
they   from   God,   yourself   or   from   somewhere   else?   Satan   can’t   read   our   minds   but   he   can   pop   thoughts   in.   We  
as   children   of   the   Most   High   God   have   been   given   the   ability   to   judge   those   thoughts   and   their   origin   unlike  
those   who   are   not   in   a   rela�onship   with   Him.  

  What   part   does   God   play   in   the   decisions   you   make?   
*    Do   you   on   a   regular   basis   ask   God   to   give   you   wisdom?  
*   How   much   �me   do   you   spend   with   God   in   your   rela�onship   with   Him?  
*   How   much   �me   do   you   spend   with   Him   in   His   Word?  

When   you   really   know   a   person   like   your   spouse   or   your   children   for   example,   it   is   easier   to   discern   their  
reac�on   or   input   when   considering   any   decisions   to   be   made.   But   discernment   is   much   bigger   than   that   in   the  
sense   that   it   makes   you   aware   of   all   the   influences   and   factors   involved.   Discernment   is   the   ability   to   see   the  
big   picture.   To   step   back,   out   of   the   immediate   situa�on   of   your   own   preconcep�ons   and   influences   and   look  
at   the   situa�on   objec�vely.   This   is   the   type   of   wisdom   Solomon   asked   for   when   God   enquired   of   him   at   the  
beginning   of   his   reign   what   he   wanted   God   to   give   him.   

How   many   �mes   do   you   and   I   ask   God   for   His   input   into   any   situa�on   we   face.?  
How   many   �mes   are   we   then   also   willing   to   submit   to   the   answer   when   it   comes?  

The   Gi�   of   Discernment   given   to   the   church.  
If   we   look   at   the   spiritual   gi�   of   discernment   in   the   context   of   the   Acts   Church,   we   see   how   desperately   we   as  
a   church   are   in   need   of   it   for   our   con�nued   existence   as   well   as   to   enable   us   to   influence   our   members   and   the  
community.   We   live   as   a   church   family   with   the   knowledge   that   we   are   a   body   of   people   who   have   been  
brought   together   by   Christ   as   part   of   His   bride   to   accomplish   His   purposes   in   Chartwell   and   surrounding   areas.  
Although   we   acknowledge   that   God   has   given   us   a   Leadership   of   Elders,   we   as   a   church   all   have   a   part   to   play  
and   an   influence   on   where,   what,   and   how   this   church   impacts   the   society   we   are   living   in.   We   should   see  
ourselves   not   just   as   individuals,   but   as   a   part   of   the   body,   chosen   by   Christ   to   live   out   our   purpose   as   his   bride  
as   part   of   His   (this)   church.   Of   course,   we   do   this   under   the   direc�on   of   our   eldership   but   we   should   not   only  
be   relying   on   their   calling   alone.   We   can   only   do   that   in   a   unity   of   spirit.   It   is   important   to   remember   that   we  
do   have   an   enemy   and   we   also   have   our   own   selfish   will.   This   is   why   the   gi�   of   discernment   plays   a   large   role  
in   the   church.  

Conclusion:   
God   has   given   us   the   gi�   of   discernment   for   the   benefit   of   the   church   as   a   whole,   but   also   so   that   this   gi�   can  
work   through   individuals   in   the   body,    to   help   us   impact   now   in   present   �mes   as   well   as   for   our   future  
guidance.   Let’s   ask   the   Holy   Spirit   for   this   gi�   to   be   revealed   in   our   lives   and   to   give   us   the   opportunity   to  
prac�ce   this   gi�   of   the   Spirit   in   our   Home   Cell   Groups   and   for   the   benefit   of   the   Church   Body   as   a   whole.  
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