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“ Now   about   the   gi�s   of   the   Spirit,   brothers   and   sisters,   I   do   not   want   you   to   be   uninformed.   You   know   that  
when   you   were   pagans,   somehow   or   other   you   were   influenced   and   led   astray   to   mute   idols.   Therefore   I   want  
you   to   know   that   no   one   who   is   speaking   by   the   Spirit   of   God   says,   “Jesus   be   cursed,”   and   no   one   can   say,  
“Jesus   is   Lord,”   except   by   the   Holy   Spirit.    There   are   different   kinds   of   gi�s,   but   the   same   Spirit   distributes   them.  
There   are   different   kinds   of   service,   but   the   same   Lord.   There   are   different   kinds   of   working,   but   in   all   of   them  
and   in   everyone   it   is   the   same   God   at   work.    Now   to   each   one   the   manifesta�on   of   the   Spirit   is   given   for   the  
common   good.   To   one   there   is   given   through   the   Spirit   a   message   of   wisdom,   to   another   a   message   of  
knowledge   by   means   of   the   same   Spirit,   to   another   faith   by   the   same   Spirit,   to   another   gi�s   of   healing   by   that  
one   Spirit,   to   another   miraculous   powers,   to   another   prophecy,   to   another   dis�nguishing   between   spirits,   to  
another   speaking   in   different   kinds   of   tongues,   and   to   s�ll   another   the   interpreta�on   of   tongues.    All   these   are  
the   work   of   one   and   the   same   Spirit,   and   he   distributes   them   to   each   one,   just   as   he   determines.”                1  
Corinthians   12:   1-11  

This   morning   we   are   looking   at   the   spiritual   gi�   of   faith.   When   I   asked   Doug   about   2   weeks   ago   which   of   the  
gi�s   I   can   preach   on   and   I   heard   the   gi�   of   faith,   I   had   to   chuckle   to   myself   as   my   faith   at   that   stage   wasn’t   the  
strongest   and   I   thought;   “Lord   you   really   have   a   sense   of   humour.”   Preachers   prefer   to   preach   on   their  
strengths   and   not   on   their   weaknesses   because   one   needs   to   prac�ce   what   one   preaches.   But   as   I   got   into    His  
Word   with   my   prepara�on   for   today    Romans   10:17     became   a   reality.   Consequently,   faith   comes   from   hearing  
the   message,   and   the   message   is   heard   through   the   word   about   Christ.   I   have   been   having   my   Quiet   Time,   but  
some�mes   life   just   gets   to   you   a   bit.   But   God   in   His   Grace   knows   what   we   need   and   I   needed   to   spend   some  
construc�ve   �me   in   His   Word.  

What   is   Faith?  
“ Now   faith   is   confidence   in   what   we   hope   for   and   assurance   about   what   we   do   not   see.”    Hebrews   11:1    Firstly,  
we   look   at    Saving   Faith.  
This   is   the   faith   that   Chilly   was   calling   us   to   this   morning.   That   faith   that   puts   us   into   a   rela�onship   with   Jesus  
and   sustains   us   in   our   walk   with   Christ.   

What   is   Faith   not?  
At   work,   we   are   encouraged   to   listen   to   mo�va�onal   speakers   and   of   course,   not   many   of   them   speak   from   a  
Chris�an   viewpoint.   We   listened   to   a   talk   en�tled   “you   have   not   because   you   ask   not”   and   the   speaker   said  
that   it   came   from   the   Bible   but   he   wasn’t   sure   from   where.   It   is   actually   found   in   the   book   of    James.   “ What  
causes   fights   and   quarrels   among   you?   Don’t   they   come   from   your   desires   that   ba�le   within   you?   You   desire  
but   do   not   have,   so   you   kill.   You   covet   but   you   cannot   get   what   you   want,   so   you   quarrel   and   fight.   You   do   not  
have   because   you   do   not   ask   God.   When   you   ask,   you   do   not   receive,   because   you   ask   with   wrong   mo�ves,  
that   you   may   spend   what   you   get   on   your   pleasures.”     James4:1-3  
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This   is   very   much   in   line   with   a   lot   of   the   teaching   that   came   out   of   the   ‘Word   of   Faith’   movement.   “Name   it,  
claim   it   and   frame   it.”  

What   then   would   the     Spiritual   Gi�   of   Faith    that   we   read   about   in    1   Corinthians   12 ?  
The   gi�   of   faith   as   referred   to   in   our   passage   this   morning   is   a   special   gi�   of   extraordinary   faith.   Faith   is   the  
first   of   the   three   so-called   power   gi�s.   Being   Faith,   Healing,   and   Miracles.   Faith   forms   the   basis   of   these   gi�s.  
We   just   need   to   look   at   the   rest   of   Hebrews   11   for   examples   of   this   gi�   working   in   people’s   lives.   This   is   what  
the   ancients   were   commended   for.    “ By   faith,   we   understand   that   the   universe   was   formed   at   God’s   command  
so   that   what   is   seen   was   not   made   out   of   what   was   visible.    By   faith,   Abel   brought   God   a   be�er   offering   than  
Cain   did.   By   faith,   he   was   commended   as   righteous   when   God   spoke   well   of   his   offerings.   And   by   faith   Abel   s�ll  
speaks,   even   though   he   is   dead.    By   faith   Enoch   was   taken   from   this   life   so   that   he   did   not   experience   death:  
“He   could   not   be   found,   because   God   had   taken   him   away.”   For   before   he   was   taken,   he   was   commended   as  
one   who   pleased   God.   And   without   faith,   it   is   impossible   to   please   God   because   anyone   who   comes   to   him  
must   believe   that   he   exists   and   that   he   rewards   those   who   earnestly   seek   him.    By   faith   Noah,   when   warned  
about   things   not   yet   seen,   in   holy   fear   built   an   ark   to   save   his   family.   By   his   faith   he   condemned   the   world   and  
became   heir   of   the   righteousness   that   is   in   keeping   with   faith.    By   faith   Abraham,   when   called   to   go   to   a   place  
he   would   later   receive   as   his   inheritance,   obeyed   and   went,   even   though   he   did   not   know   where   he   was   going.  
By   faith   he   made   his   home   in   the   promised   land   like   a   stranger   in   a   foreign   country;   he   lived   in   tents,   as   did  
Isaac   and   Jacob,   who   were   heirs   with   him   of   the   same   promise.   For   he   was   looking   forward   to   the   city   with  
founda�ons,   whose   architect   and   builder   is   God.   And   by   faith   even   Sarah,   who   was   past   childbearing   age,   was  
enabled   to   bear   children   because   she   considered   him   faithful   who   had   made   the   promise.   And   so   from   this   one  
man,   and   he   as   good   as   dead,   came   descendants   as   numerous   as   the   stars   in   the   sky   and   as   countless   as   the  
sand   on   the   seashore.    All   these   people   were   s�ll   living   by   faith   when   they   died.   They   did   not   receive   the   things  
promised;   they   only   saw   them   and   welcomed   them   from   a   distance,   admi�ng   that   they   were   foreigners   and  
strangers   on   earth.”    Hebrews   11:2- 13  

What   would   it's   relevance   be   to   us   as   an   Acts   2   Church?   
As   an   Acts   2   Church,   we   are   really   called   to   follow   in   the   footsteps   of   that   early   church   and   step   out   in   faith   as  
we   rely   fully   on   Christ   for   our   direc�on   and   purpose.   This   is   going   to   take   extraordinary   faith   from   us   all,   not  
just   from   the   leadership   of   our   church.   We   are   called   to   earnestly   desire   these   gi�s.   We   get   regular   prayer  
requests   sent   to   us   from   Jenny   and   these   requests   get   sent   to   our   prayer   warriors.   Praying   takes   faith.   We   pray  
with   the   expecta�on   that   our   prayers   will   be   answered.   When   we   were   involved   in   our   outreach   into   the   Lion  
Park   Squa�er   Camp   on   one   or   more   of   the   Sundays,   a�er   our   li�le   group   gathering   was   over   we   then   felt   led  
to   go   out   and   pray   for   the   people.   We   didn’t   do   it   because   it   was   the   “Chris�an   thing”   to   do   but   with   the   real  
expecta�on   that   God   would   hear   our   prayers.   It   was   there   that   I   really   experienced   this   gi�   of   faith   working.   

God   is   calling   us   to   be   an   Acts   2   Church   in   a   world   that   is   turning   away   from   Christ   more   and   more   every   day  
and   being   a   follower   of   Christ   is   going   to   become   more   and   more   unpopular.   I   am   convinced   that   we   are   going  
to   need   more   faith,   and   if   we   are   obedient   in   our   calling,   we   will   see   more   of   this   gi�   of   faith   working   in   our  
congrega�on.   
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