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I have been preaching for 11 years and I have been asking this question for some time. How 
effective is our preaching?  What do you think? How many of you remember what was preached 
two week’s back? If you remembered, how many of you changed as a result of the word?  
What about 3 weeks back? 
 
Let me tell you a story. Out of the blue, Di started clearing our bookshelves to give away. There 
must be +- 300 books there, most of them given to us. She asked me to check if I wanted to keep 
some books from a very small pile of about ten. I sifted it down to about three books, one of which 
really caught my eye. I was busy preparing the Word for this Sunday so I couldn’t possibly read 
the whole book and prepare the message so I turned to the contents page, picked one chapter 
that jumped out at me, read it and discovered some great knowledge. Is this knowledge an 
example of a word of knowledge?  
 
Let’s read today’s text and then try and answer this question based on God’s word:  
 
What is a word of knowledge and how can we best apply it? 

1 Corinthians 12:7-8 
 
7 “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is 
given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of 
the same Spirit.” 

  

What does Paul mean when he speaks about the “manifestations” of the Spirit (verse 7)? 

 The gifts show the outworking of the Holy Spirit.  

 Williams used a wonderful analogy: ‘it is like lights that go on when there is a hidden 
electrical current present’. The lights are the manifestation of the presence of the Holy 
Spirit’s power at work. 

 It is the Holy Spirit (electrical current) at work when the gifts appear (the lights go on). 
 

What does Paul mean when he starts with “Now to each one…”? 

 Each of us receives at least A gift. 
 
What does it mean “for the common good”? 

 The Holy Spirit gives us gifts to exercise for the benefit of everyone.  

 Everything about the gifts is for the common good and for edifying (building up of the body) 
to the body (1 Corinthians 14:26 “26 What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When 
you come together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue 
or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be built up.” 

Who is each one?  

 The body of Christ. 
 
 
 



 
Can we determine which gift we get? 

 Verse 11 “11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to 
each one, just as he determines”  We cannot be sure why some receive a certain gift and 
others, another gift.  

 
Why is it that some people are willing or able to use their gift but others not? 

Let’s try and answer this question as we continue. The text calls it a “message of knowledge” not a 
gift of knowledge. What does your translation say? 
The word “message” comes from the Greek word ‘Logos’ = word or message. It is something that 
is spoken. That’s why we often refer to it as a Word of Knowledge. This Message of Knowledge is 
a gift of the Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 12:1 “now about the gifts of the Spirit.”  
 
What is a spiritual gift? 
The Greek word for “gift” here is “charismata” meaning “gift of grace”. One commentator puts it 
well: “This “charismata” denotes extraordinary powers coming from grace through Jesus, which we 
have when we are in a relationship with him”. It is fundamental that we are in a relationship with 
Jesus and born again of the Spirit. We can thus conclude that these gifts are not man-made or 
man-obtained. If I can read and learn something new, I gain new knowledge, but it is not a gift of 
knowledge. It is simply knowledge. I gain facts, data and information. They may not necessarily 
even be true. Consider how much fake news is out there. Consider all the information that is 
thrown at us daily and spread virally via WhatsApp and FaceBook.  
 
Did I receive a message of knowledge from the Lord when I read the book?  
What is a message? It is not just a word. It is generally a point, meaning, an idea. Something is 
communicated.  
Let’s examine three main views amongst Christians on a word of knowledge 
First:  

 Word of knowledge is for self. It is a revelation of learning from the word 

 It is not for the common good. It is self-focused 

 The problem with this view is it is not in line with scripture. The scripture states clearly it is 
for the common good. 

Second: 

 Word of knowledge is a revelation from scripture for others, like teaching 

 Paul speaks about the gift of teaching elsewhere so why did he not call it the “gift of 
teaching” if that’s what it is? 

Third: 

 A Word of knowledge is revelatory. It reveals something that no one knew about something 
or someone. They will use Jesus with the Samaritan woman at the well as the biblical 
example of this – Jesus knew about the woman’s husbands when no one had told him. 

 The risk is that one can receive a negative word of knowledge and because it is revelatory, 
it is not necessarily supported by scripture, e.g. something bad is going to happen to you; 

 One can also build a reliance on the person who shares the revelation. “They get words 
from God for me or us” 

 If the words of knowledge are confusing, e.g. scripture says one thing and the Word of 
knowledge received says something different, it can cause problems and disunity in the 
church 

 The other problem could be: “I have a word for you from the Lord”. The word happens and I 
testify to the amazing way the Lord worked in that person’s life. NO.  

 Let the person who received the word testify to what Jesus did. They are the “witness to 
others” not you. There is such a risk that pride creeps in or that we begin to try and force 
situations to happen, then it becomes man-made. I wonder if that’s not why revivals don’t 
last? 

 The huge positive is you find these Christians are much more open to hearing from the Holy 
Spirit and acting on what they hear. We can learn from that. 



 
Four: 
There is a possible fourth view on its way.  
Hugh Goosen is doing his PhD on the word of knowledge. I wanted him to come and preach this 
message but he is about two years away from finishing his PhD. His hypothesis is that a Word of 
knowledge & Word of Wisdom are the basis for the gift of prophecy and work in conjunction with 
each other.  
 
Which of the three views do you hold to and why? 
If you go to the illustration I started with – the chapter I read - was that a word of knowledge?  
Let’s look at how Paul defined a word of knowledge…1 Corinthians 2:12 “What we have received 
is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God 
has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in 
words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.” 
A Word of knowledge is spiritual enlightened teaching of the word. Illumination of the word by the 
Spirit. You may recall I once spoke about preaching the word at different levels.  

The first level is what the words say from the page;  
The second level is the meaning in the right context;  
The third level is much deeper – it is enlightened by the Spirit – the real message the Spirit 
wants us to know. (This is the “teaching view” where the body benefits).  

 
Is this not what Paul talks about as the “gift of teaching”. Romans 12:7 

This is not the office of the teacher (as in one of the 5 fold ministries) but anyone sharing a Word 
of knowledge to “teach” others to build up the body. Paul talks about us all teaching in Colossians 
3:16  “Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom). (Admonish) Another translation says “correct each other wisely”.  
 
A word of knowledge is an inspired word of teaching. It is also the truth which sets it apart from 
just any worldly knowledge. The Spirit enables us to share truth in a way that is beyond our human 
ability, knowledge, and experience.  
 
Why do I say the truth? Because it is the message of Christ – Jesus is the truth John 14:6 “I am 

the way the truth and the life.”  We speak truth and life into the body. This ties in with today’s text 
(the common good) and 1 Corinthians 14:26 (in order to build up the body). 
Paul also links wisdom and knowledge in Colossians 2:3  “My goal is that they may be 
encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete 
understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
 
The deep issue is that we receive the gift of knowledge from a basis of a love relationship with 
Christ which enables us to love others enough to want to desire the gifts and seek out all the 
hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge from Christ – who is the Word. 

 
Do you want the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge from Jesus? 
This is supported by 1 Corinthians13:2  “If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of 
God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move 
mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing.” 
 
If the Holy Spirit prompts you with a Word of knowledge to share with someone, what is your 
response? 
Are you ready to be used (the human part of the gift)?  
 
Amen 


