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Good morning. The key word for this morning is tolerance. 

We are continuing with the Letters to the churches in Revelation. 

“ To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes 
are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze.  I know your deeds, your love and 
faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first. 
Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food 
sacrificed to idols.  I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.  So I will 
cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, 
unless they repent of her ways.  I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that 
I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. 
Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not 
learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on you,  except to hold 
on to what you have until I come.’   To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will 
give authority over the nations—  that one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them to 
pieces like pottery’ —just as I have received authority from my Father.  I will also give that one the 
morning star.  Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches .” Revelation 
2:18-27 

Thyatira  was a city of Guilds. A city of craftsmen. In Acts we read of Lydia the seller of purple cloth 
who was from this city. 

What is your picture of Jesus? 

Who do you say He is? The baby in a Manger? A carpenter from a Small town in an obscure part 
of the Country? A great Teacher? A Suffering Savior ? Or the One who won the right to judge 
through His total obedience on the cross?  

The Jesus we meet in Revelation is the righteous Judge . 

”These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like 
burnished bronze. “ 

Are you ready to come face to face with this Jesus? 

He begins with His commendation of this church.  “I know your deeds, your love and faith, your 
service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first.” 



Not only were their deeds, their love and faith, their service and perseverance, known to Him but 
He acknowledged their growing too.  

What would He commend you/us on? 

Are we content to be where we are in our relationship and walk with Him or are we eager to grow 
in our knowledge of Him? Being eager to grow can also put you in a vulnerable position.  

In your eagerness to learn you might just throw careful discernment out the window. 

There is a good chance that this happened to the church of  Thyatira 

Because here comes the admonishment:  

"Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food 
sacrificed to idols. " Verse 20 

Jezebel -(which probably wasn’t her real name), but more a comment on her character. Like the 
evil queen Jezebel of the old testament. The wife of king Ahab of Israel who led the nation into idol 
worship.  

Do you know the Scriptures well enough and trust the Holy Spirit enough to give you proper 
discernment when it comes to new teachings? 

Or are you quite willing to follow the latest popular teachings that are available? Then He also 
addresses their tolerance of this woman Jezebel. ‘Tolerance’ is one of the buzzwords of our time.  

There is the positive side to being tolerant.  We definitely need to learn how to be  more tolerant 
towards each other as family and the different Nationalities here in our country. 

But tolerance can also be negative. Especially when it comes to sin in our lives and negative 
influences? We are called firstly to judge first ourselves.  

 

How tolerant are you of sin in your life? 
How often are you willing to let God shine His searchlight from the scriptures into your life? 

Is there sin in your life that He would want to point out? Then after you have looked at your own 
life you are called to open your eyes and observe the influences around you? What teaching have 
you been exposed to? Have you tested those teachings against the Word? The teaching you are 
exposed to in your church? 

Once again sexual immorality is mentioned in the church? Last Sunday Doug addressed 
Pornography as a form of sexual immorality. 

This morning I want to expand on this and state that any sexual expression outside of marriage , 
that is marriage between a man and woman, falls under sexual immorality.  

As Christians should our judgement on sexual immorality be determined by the law of the land or 
God's word? 

 

In the greater church out there It was the practice at that time to only actually sacrifice  a small bit 
of the food dedicated to the idols and the rest was eaten at the wild feasts that were held in honour 
of the idols or the food was sold at a better price at the markets. Eating food sacrificed to idols isn't 



a sin in itself but consuming it whilst taking part in the feasts was definitely not good. Paul advised 
against it not because it was a sinful act in itself but could cause a weaker brother or sister to fall. 

Jezebel  proclaimed herself to be a prophet but also taught Satan's deep secrets. Not only did 
Christ point out that they tolerated this Jezebel but He got personal, saying that He would  judge 
her  and throw her on to a bed of suffering. It must be noted that Christ would at all times confront 
the church, judge and hand them over to suffering in order to  bring them to a place of repentance 
and restoration. 

Today church discipline rarely takes place and when people are disciplined they very easily up and 
leave the church for greener pastures where they will experience acceptance. They have even 
been known to resort to taking the church to secular court of law. 

 

Perhaps it is something to keep in mind, that being part of a church should be so special because 
of our communion with Christ and that if we were to lose that fellowship - this in itself  would drive 
us to repentance. 

 

Jesus speaks some strong words of judgement here 

" I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.  So I will cast her on a bed 
of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they 
repent of her ways.  I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he 
who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. " 

Let this be a stark reminder to us that we as a church we belong to Christ. The church is not a 
social club where we gather to do as we please.We called into being by Him and we are to be set 
apart in order to serve His purpose not our own. We as the church are called live His character in 
a practical way out in the world, so that people are drawn to Him. 

 Jesus ends this letter by commending those in the church of  Thyatira  that held on to His teaching 
and weren't influenced by the false prophet Jezebel.  "To him who overcomes and does my will to 
the end, I will give authority…...just as I have received authority from my Father.  I will also give 
him the morning star." 

Let us then be challenged this morning to not be tolerant of sin in our own lives. 

Are we willing to take personal responsibility for our local body and seek to live out our calling as a 
church to be a shining light in an ever darkening world! 

To live only to be commended by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 


