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When I grew up, we used to listen to our favourite radio programme on Springbok Radio on a Friday night 
called Squad Cars. It always started with a theme tune … “Squad cars … the story you are about to hear is 
true, details are supplied by the SAP” … then it would end with “they prowl the empty streets at night, 
waiting in fast cars, on foot, living with crime and violence…” 
This morning you are going to hear true letter supplied by Jesus, all you are about to hear is true and the 
details are supplied by the letter to Pergamum.  
We are going to examine how someone else prowls around 24 hours a day tempting us to compromise our 
faith, the same way he did over 2000 years ago. 
 
Let’s turn to  Revelations  2:12-17  
12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp, 
double-edged sword. 13 I know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my 
name. You did not renounce your faith in me, not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was 
put to death in your city—where Satan lives. 14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are 
some among you who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so 
that they ate food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual immorality. 15 Likewise, you also have those 
who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will 
fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 17 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give that person 
a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it. (NIV) 
 
Context 
Pergamum was a famous and prosperous city. It had between 120 000 - 200 000 people. There was one 
key problem. It was a wicked city. They worshipped four main gods: Athena, Asclepius, Dionysus, and 
Zeus.  
This letter follows the format of Jesus starting with a commendation and then he goes on to a 
condemnation or rebuke. Let’s listen carefully to what Jesus is saying to us as a church and to each of us 
individually. 
Double-edged sword  (verse12)) 
In verse 12 the double-edged sword is Jesus being the one who speaks both life and death. Those are the 
2 sides of the sword.  
Satan’s throne  (verse 13). 
In verse 13 Jesus acknowledges where the church in Pergamum is. He says I know where you live, and 
this city is Satan's throne. He has huge influence over these people. Remember that God allows Satan to 
prowl this world, so spiritual warfare is real, and Satan is constantly tempting us. He will do anything to 
derail your and my relationship with our Lord Jesus.  
 
 
 



Remain true to my name  (verse13).  
Jesus starts with the commendation. Revelation is in the context of  persecution and here these believers 
were remaining true to Jesus in face of persecution. He refers to Antipas, his faithful witness, who was 
martyred for his faith. Perhaps we sometimes think we do not face direct persecution for our faith. Don’t 
underestimate the fact that even in our country there are people who are persecuted for their faith. For 
example, in the Hindu and Muslim religions, if you convert to Christianity, your family may well disown you. 
Last week Di preached about the letter to Smyrna where she showed how we do face persecution already, 
for example, Christianity being silenced slowly.  
 
D o you recall that Revelation is a prophecy from Jesus via John?  
He is saying that persecution for our faith will come. The gospel always involves suffering ( Mark 13:9-10: 9 ) 
“You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. 
On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10 And the gospel must 
first be preached to all nations) 
Do you recall the murder stats I quoted 2 weeks ago? The police released the recent stats and what 
happened to the murder rate? It has gone up. We will face increasing troubles; we will face increasing 
persecution for our faith, so Jesus is preparing us for this time. 
 
Teaching of Balaam  (Condemnation)] 
Who was Balaam  (Verse 14)? He was a non-Israelite prophet. He was not a false prophet as he did hear 
from God. God gave him some true prophecies ( Numbers 22-24 ), but his heart was not right with God and 
he led Israel astray. If you read Numbers, you will see how Balak tempted Balaam with rewards. As one 
commentator put it, ‘ Jude 1:11  shows how Balaam sold his soul for financial gain’. 
Who was Balak? 
He was a Moabite King who wanted to weaken the Israelites on their way to Canaan. How did he do this? 
He wanted to get the Israelites to sin by eating food that was sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual 
immorality (verse 14). What is going on here? We try not to focus any attention on the evil one because our 
eyes need to be on Jesus, but today we need to talk about him because he is in this text. The Israelites 
were being tempted to move away from God.  
Does any of this sound familiar? 
Johannesburg is the largest city in South Africa – it is called gangster province (with GP license plates), it is 
the economic hub of SA . I think it is Satan’s throne is  in SA – very much like Pergamum was.  
How is he tempting us? 
We are constantly tempted by money which buys what we want. Are we selling our souls for financial 
reward like Balaam did? Notice how Balaam’s teaching taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin.  
How did they sin? The Jews did not normally eat food sacrificed to idols as it was seen to be supporting idol 
worship – almost like “second-hand” idolatry. Although they did not worship idols directly, they began eating 
food sacrificed to idols. It is more indirect and subtle. It appears to be not so bad on the surface. Gentiles 
thought it was perfectly acceptable to eat food sacrificed to idols without worshipping idols. We would 
probably say the same. We do not worship idols. We worship Jesus. 
BUT, do we have other idols in our life that we worship? 
Do we worship our work? Would we rather do extra work or a QT? Do we worship our boss or our clients? 
Never. If they ask you to work harder and it ends up making you tired so you cannot make church or cell 
group, what do you think is going on? 
Do we worship our TV’s or our cell phones or our sport? Do these distract us from our time with Jesus? 
Balaam’s teaching also tempted the Israelites to sin by partaking in sexual sin. Surely, we are not involved 
in that. 
We have not talked about pornography for a while.  
A George Barna report shows that 64% of American Christian men look at pornography at least monthly – 
this is sexual immorality. If these figures are anywhere close in SA, that means on average, almost two out 
of three men sitting here today, are watching porn monthly. This stuff is dangerous. It is highly addictive, 



and it destroys marriages. If you are not sure how this happens, please come and see me so I can explain it 
in more depth. And when it destroys marriages, it breaks up what is so dear to God’s heart ( Mark 10:9) 
“ What God has joined together, let no one separate. ” When it destroys marriages, it destroys children’s 
lives. This is where it gets to me – if you choose to destroy a marriage, it is one thing, but do not hurt the 
innocent and vulnerable children. That really upsets me. 
Perhaps you think you are not involved in pornography so you’re ok. Pornography is about self-gratification 
– it makes me feel good. That’s just one way of being selfish in a relationship. Think about how things 
happen. When we first get married, we do everything possible to please our spouse. Then as time goes on, 
we get more selfish and we want things done our way. More selfishness creeps in – which leads to a 
breakdown in the marriage.  
 
A more recent Barna research shows that Christians are no better than unbelievers. 
Think about this in relation to the first letter Jesus wrote to Ephesus – you have lost your first love. Why is it 
that our relationship gets more distant from God? Why is it that we obey him less and less? We become 
more selfish. We become ripe for Satan’s picking – his temptation grows more powerful.  
Jesus also condemned them for holding onto the teachings of the Nicolaitans. 
 
Teaching of the Nicolaitans  (verse 15)] 
Some Bible commentators believe they were a heretical sect who followed the teachings of Nicolas. His 
name means “one who conquers the people.” Ironically, Nicolas was the name of one of the deacons of the 
early church ( Acts 6:5 ) We might not have a heretical sect in our churches, but Satan’s approach is very 
subtle.  
 
Let’s examine just how subtle and cunning his ways are. 
Consider what is happening in some churches. Most Church leaders have designed church to meet the 
desires of the members.  
What do the members want?  
They want excellent worship, topical and eloquent preaching; a comfortable church building with aircon; 
and don’t forget decent coffee and biscuits afterwards. They don’t mind giving generously. It enables them 
to have all these comforts and they end up controlling what the pastor preaches. If the pastor does not 
preach what I want, I will take my giving somewhere else. Guess what happens? The pastor preaches what 
they want to hear. This is why the Elders in our church do not know who gives how much. 
I met with a friend of mine from another church and he asked: “I wonder what would happen if we stopped 
serving tea and biscuits after the service?” 
 
Are we compromising our faith ? Are we being tempted to worship worldly things? Are we being tempted to 
distance our relationship with Jesus? Let’s listen to the Holy Spirit. The text tells us clearly what Jesus is 
calling us to do… 
 
Jesus’s call to action 
In Verse 16 he says: “ 16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them 
with the sword of my mouth. 17 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
the one who is victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give that person a white stone 
with a new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it.” 
It is simple – we need to repent. 
We need to listen to the Holy Spirit as to where we might be compromising with worldly values, temptations, 
and idols in our life. 
Are you ready to repent this morning? 
 


