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I want to paint a picture …57 people are murdered daily in SA. This is a crisis! We have an                    
unemployment rate of 29%; 56% amongst youth between ages 15-24. That means one in every               
2 young people are without work. This is a crisis! Eskom owes R447 Billion. The estimated cost                 
of the NHI (National Health Insurance) is R259 Billion. SARS revenue shortfall vs their target is                
R57.4 Billion. If you add all this up and spread it across the registered tax payers in South                  
Africa, each person would have to pay R100 000 to pay for this (and this excludes all the other                  
SOE like SAA).  
 
Why have I painted this rather bleak picture? 
Because Revelation is a book about hope for believers. Jesus will return to judge the wicked                
and finally destroy Satan and take the believers to paradise, but it is also a book about warning                  
believers. Things were not as they should be in the churches. Is it possible that things are not as                   
they should be in CVC? 
As we work our way through these letters you will see how Jesus speaks to us as a church and                    
to each one of us as individuals, in a powerful and profound way. 
 
Revelation 1:3 is a great starting point because it says: “ 3  Blessed is the one who reads aloud                 
the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written                   
in it, because the time is near.” So I am going to ask various people to read a number of verses                     
each. Please open your bibles at  Revelation 1:1 
1 “ The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon                 
take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2  who testifies to                 
everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3  Blessed is the                 
one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to                   
heart what is written in it, because the time is near.  
4  John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is,                   
and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits  l before his throne, 5  and from                  
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of                   
the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6  and has made us                     
to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever                   
and ever! Amen. 7  “Look, he is coming with the clouds,”  u and “every eye will see him, even                 
those who pierced him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” So shall it be!                  
Amen. 8  “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is                    
to come, the Almighty.”  
9  I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that               
are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of                    
Jesus. 10  On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a                    
trumpet, 11  which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to                  
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 12  I turned around           
to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands,                  



13  and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man,  u dressed in a robe reaching                
down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14  The hair on his head was white like                    
wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15  His feet were like bronze glowing                  
in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16  In his right hand he held                   
seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like                 
the sun shining in all its brilliance. 17  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he                     
placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18  I am the                      
Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death                      
and Hades. 19  “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.                 
20  The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden                  
lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven                
lampstands  are the seven churches.  
2:1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the                  
seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2  I know your                
deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people,               
that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false.                  
3  You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.               
4  Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5  Consider how far you                   
have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and                      
remove your lampstand from its place. 6  But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices                 
of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7  Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to                  
the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which                     
is in the paradise of God.” 

What do we know about Revelation? 
● It is the last book of the bible 
● It was written by the Apostle John, from the island of Patmos. He was in exile there. 
● It is a prophecy – remember a sermon two weeks back 
● Writing style – it was written in an apocalyptic style which uses symbolic imagery to               

communicate hope, and ultimately, God’s victory over evil. 
● Each letter to a church has a commendation (Jesus says something positive about the              

churches) and a condemnation – something Jesus is NOT happy about 
● All these churches were serious churches. Paul preached there for several years.            

Everyone in that area heard the Gospel. 

Let’s examine some key verses 
Verse 12  “And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands,  13  and among the lampstands was 
someone like a son of man,” .  This is an expression used in  Daniel 7:13  to refer to Jesus. 
John goes on to describe Jesus. Why not close your eyes as I read Verse 14 again and imagine 
this picture John paints of Jesus…  14  The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as 
snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire.  15  His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and 
his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.  16  In his right hand he held seven stars, and 
coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in 
all its brilliance.  17  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. 
The seven stars were the messengers to the seven churches. It is significant that he held them 
in his right hand. This indicates sovereign possession. The church is precious to Jesus – do not 
mess with his church. 
The double-edged sword was a type of sword used by the Romans to kill. This was a deadly 
weapon. 
Consider this picture . This is NOT the timid baby born in a manger in a shed in Bethlehem. who 
quietly went to the cross for you and me. This is someone who knows how to judge sin. He is all 
powerful, He is Almighty, you do not mess with him. 
Look at John’s reaction to seeing him:  



Verse 17 “ 17  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.”  John had a similar encounter to 
what Paul had with Jesus in  Acts 9:4  ( “He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?”)  on the road to Damascus. 
 
Verse 20  20  The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven 
golden lampstands is this:   A vision picture is often followed by an explanation, so Jesus 
explains the seven stars and the seven lampstands.Verse 20b:  The seven stars are the angels 
of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.  
Chapter 2:1 “ To the angel of the church in Ephesus write … Who do you think the angel of the                    
church is? [The Angels are the messengers or leaders] 
 
Jesus writes a letter  – a personal message - through John to each Church – WOW! Imagine us 
opening this letter today, from Jesus … 
If I visited CVC and after the service, you asked me for feedback, and I commented on: 

a. the corporate prayer meeting before the service; 
b. the preaching; 
c. the move of the Holy Spirit and 
d. the worship; 

What does that tell you?  [It shows what I think is important in a church service] 
 
What does Jesus choose to comment on? 

e. Hard work 
f. Perseverance 
g. Cannot tolerate wicked people 
h. Tested those who claim to be apostles but are not 
i. You have persevered ( mentioned twice – why? ) This second one is linked to             

“endured hardship for my name” 
j. Have endured hardships for my name, and  
k. Have not grown weary (not grown weary of what? Not grown weary of your faith; he                

does not mean you have not grown tired  in your  work – it is ok to be tired) 
These are seven commendations  – things the church in Ephesus did well.  
How have YOU done in each of these areas? How have we done in each area as a church? 
Notice what he says in verse 2 before he starts the seven commendations above: “ 2  I know your                 
deeds” 
Then contrast that with his  condemnation  in verse 4: “ .  4   Yet I hold this against you:  
What does he deal with?  
You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5  Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do                  
the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand                    
from its place. This is a serious rebuke. This is important, despite all the good things they did                  
above.  
What does Jesus mean here? (The Greek direct translation is: “Your first love you have left”).                
The word love is “ agapēn ” – the deep love that God has for us. The Ephesians had moved from                   
a deep devotion to Christ. They were still doing good deeds but had fallen from their first love.  
Are you deeply devoted to Jesus? Or do you think everything is fine because you serve him                 
with good deeds? Jesus asks us directly to “ consider how far have you fallen” in your love for                  
Him? Consider … means think about. How far? Before you answer, please do this exercise.               
Think of when you first met someone you fell in love with. What were the things you did?  

● You spent quality time with them;  
● You could not wait to see them; your heart raced when you saw them;  
● You talked a lot with them;  
● You did things for them because you really wanted to – from your heart – because you                 

loved them deeply;  



● You wanted to please them; perhaps you got up early to bring them coffee in bed each                 
morning … and now …we struggle to get up half an hour earlier on a Sunday to come to                   
a prayer meeting.  

I know this might seem like a low blow for some but perhaps it really illustrates the state of our                    
church. Someone once said: if you want to know the health of a church, check how many attend                  
the corporate prayer meeting. Please do NOT come to the prayer meeting next Sunday              
because you feel guilty. Guilt is NOT a sustainable motivator. Come if you feel a deep love for                  
Jesus. We will need this deep love for Jesus to sustain us – to give us hope - as we move                     
further into the reality of Revelation 

What action does Jesus tell us to take? 
Verse 5: “Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and                      
remove your lampstand from its place” Take note that the church continued but after the 5 th                
century, the church and the city declined. The immediate area around the church has been               
uninhabited since the 14 th century and all 7 of these churches no longer exist. In fact, the entire                  
region, modern day Turkey, is 99% Muslim. What does that tell you? 
Do you think we should take Jesus’ letters seriously? 
Verse 7: 7  “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one                  
who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God”.                      
We - each one of us, and as a church - need to listen to what the Holy Spirit is saying to us                       
today – NOT tomorrow, NOT next week NOT next month – TODAY. “ To the one who is                 
victorious” -  The word “victorious” implies that action was taken. 

There are two actions we need to take 
In Verse 5 Jesus tells us clearly & directly: “ Repent” - and listen to the Holy Spirit as He prompts                    
us to - “ do the things you did at first” – and it is not the “good deeds”, it is things of the heart                        
which show a deep devotion to Jesus. 
 


