
 

 
Sermon notes 
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     Title: “Spiritual gifts” 
     Text: 1 Corinthians 12:1-14:1 

 
 

Today we are going to talk about Spiritual gifts.  
 
Who can name one of the spiritual gifts? 

Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith, Healing, Miraculous powers, Prophecy, Distinguishing 
between spirits, Tongues, Interpretation of tongues, Apostles, Prophets, Teachers, 
Administration, Leadership, Serving, Encouraging, Giving, Showing mercy, 
Evangelists, Pastors, Speaking, Helping others, Hospitality. 
 

Who of you see spiritual gifts being exercised in our church? 
 
Who of you believe you have a spiritual gift? 
 
Who of you deeply desire to have a spiritual gift?  
Why/ Why not? 

1 Corinthians 12:1-14:1 (NLT)  

“ Now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your question about the special abilities the              
Spirit gives us. I don’t want you to misunderstand this. 2  You know that when you were                
still pagans, you were led astray and swept along in worshiping speechless idols. 3  So I               
want you to know that no one speaking by the Spirit of God will curse Jesus, and no one                   
can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit. 4  There are different kinds of spiritual                
gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. 5  There are different kinds of service,                 
but we serve the same Lord. 6  God works in different ways, but it is the same God who                  
does the work in all of us. 7  A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each                     
other. 8  To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice ; to another the same                 
Spirit gives a message of special knowledge . 9  The same Spirit gives great faith to              
another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of healing . 10  He gives one                
person the power to perform miracles , and another the ability to prophesy . He gives              
someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from                 
another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages ,              
while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. 11  It is the one and only                  
Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should              
have. ”  

Then we have the section about the … One Body with Many Parts AND the Love chapter 
Chapter 14 follows on from love with verse 1 … 

Tongues and Prophecy  “ Let love be your highest goal! But  you should also desire the 
special abilities the Spirit gives—especially the ability to prophesy.” 



 
Context: 
1 Corinthians addresses 5 problems in the church in Corinth 

Divisions 
Sex 
Food 
The weekly gathering – our focus today 
The resurrection 

 
The gathering  – they were having great spiritual experiences but focused more on self and 
not on building up the body. We don’t have this problem but Paul teaches about Spiritual gifts 
and he starts with  “Now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your question about the special 
abilities the Spirit gives us. I don’t want you to  misunderstand  this.”  Let’s go back to the text 
to understand it better 

Why was Paul talking about Spiritual gifts? 
Spiritual gifts were being exercised during public worship – the weekly gathering. 
 
Let’s examine each spiritual gift in more detail 

       What is the gift of  … 
    Knowledge 

● a spiritual insight from the Word to someone or knowledge about someone that you 
would not normally know about 

● Jesus with the woman at the well is an example of special knowledge 
● Imagine someone shared a word of knowledge about you that they could not possible 

have known – how would you feel? 
● Imagine you shared a word of knowledge with an unbeliever – how do you think they 

might respond? 
Wisdom  

●  is similar to knowledge but knowledge applied 
● How would you feel if you could apply the knowledge of the word in your life? What 

difference would that make to your life? 
Faith 

● special measure of faith that God can perform miracles but also to have faith if He 
chooses not to 

● how would you like to have faith like this? 
Healing 

● The gift to Supernatural heal someone, like broken bones being restored where they 
do not show up on xrays; cancer disappearing  

● What impact might this have on believers if you exercised this gift? 
Miraculous powers  (miracles beyond healing, e.g. exorcism) 

● Imagine if you cast out a demon from someone? Has anyone done this or seen this 
happen?  

● It is amazing to see God’s power at work and the instant transformation of the person 
Prophecy  (Proclaiming in line with God’s Word, e.g. powerful preached messages);  

● In the OT, the prophets prophesied words from God, but in the NT, God has written his 
word 

● So be wary of “new” messages from God. His word is sufficient. 
● Have you experienced someone prophesying a word to you and it has huge meaning 

to you at the very moment? 
Distinguishing between spirits  (between Holy Spirit and other spirits not of God) 
Hebrews 5:13 : “ 13  for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of 



righteousness, since he is a child.  14  But solid food is for the mature, for those who 
have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from 
evil”) 

● Important to read the Word so that we can know and distinguish between spirits 
● I recall someone coming to this church and reading something from their ipad. There 

were many mature believers that morning who knew in an instant that it was not of 
God. It was exactly pleasant but powerful to see it happen. 

Tongues  (speaks to God not people  1 Corinthians 14:2 ).  
● We must not confuse tongues with prophecy. God does send messages to us via 

tongues. 
● Tongues edifies self unless interpreted, then it edifies the body (v5) 

Interpretation of tongues 

Who were Spiritual gifts given to? 
Each one of us (“ 7  A spiritual gift is  given to each of us”).  
How do you feel about this verse? 

What are Spiritual gifts used for? 
Verse 5:  5  There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord 
Meaning? They are used to serve the body in a Christ-like attitude 

What enables you to use the Spiritual gifts? 
The power of the Lord working in our lives verse 6: “ 6  God works in different ways, but it is the 
same God who does the work in all of us” 

Importance of using our Spiritual gifts 
Romans 12:3-8  suggests using our gifts is second most important to our transformation 
( Romans 12:1-2 ) 
 
Do you think God releases the gifts to us if we do not want to use them? 
What are your thoughts? The parable of the talents comes to mind ( Matthew 25:14) 

What is v31 all about? 

“ 31  So you should earnestly desire the most helpful gifts” . Those which the body needs vs               
those YOU want.  

● Do not let PRIDE get even a small foothold. Watch how it affects some church leaders. 
● Remember the Spirit determines who gets what, when. You can pray for any gift but do                

not be upset if the Spirit decides otherwise. The Holy Spirit distributes as he sees fit                
(verse 11) 

 
Do you earnestly desire the most helpful gifts? 

Conclusion 

How open are you to exercising the gifts? 
Chapter 14 verse 1 “Let love be your highest goal! But you should also desire the special                  

abilities the Spirit gives—especially the ability to prophesy.” 
 

Do you earnestly desire the special abilities the Spirit gives? 


