
Sermon notes
Preacher: Doug Timberlake
Title: “Prompted to share”
Text: Acts 8:26-39

How many of you can recall what last week’s sermon was about? Can anyone tell me what the 
main message was?

Our calling : We all called to get to know Jesus, to glorify God and draw others to him; To 
work at whatever we do as unto the Lord (Colossians 3:23) “Whatever you do, work at it 
with all your heart as working for the Lord and not for men” 

How many of you can recall what the sermon was about two weeks back?  Can anyone recall 
the main message from two weeks back?

Listening to what Jesus says through his word and from the Holy Spirit: Why are we here 
on earth? What is our general overall purpose? To get to know Jesus; to become more 
like him and to draw others into a relationship with him.

Let’s see what the Lord wants to reveal to each of us today through his word AND how watch 
how they relate to the last two messages
Text: Acts 8 v 26 to 39 (NIV)
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian t 
eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen 
of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was 
sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that 
chariot and stay near it.” 30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah 
the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, 
“unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 This is 
the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation he 
was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the 
earth.” x 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself 
or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 
good news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 
eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” [37] 38 And 
he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water 
and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly 
took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. “

What is the main message of this passage?
How to listen and respond to the Holy Spirit to bring someone into a relationship with 
Jesus. 

What do we know about Acts? What happened just before this text?
Have a look at the video clip for an overview to the first half of Acts: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CGbNw855ksw
An angel of the Lord sends Philip down the desert road. He was in the city of Sebaste. Jesus’ 
followers were being persecuted, so they fled north to Sebaste. He would have to travel south 



past Jerusalem to Gaza. What would you do if you sensed the Lord said: Go South to the road 
that goes from Johannesburg to Colesberg (in the middle of the Karoo – semi desert)?

What does Philip do? He goes.He meets the Ethiopian eunuch. What do we know about this 
man?

Important official. Why? In charge of all the treasury. A bit like our minister of finance. He 
was reading, so he would not have been steering the chariot (no blue light brigade, but in 
those days, only important and wealthy people rode in chariots).
Not the Ethiopia we have today but the area from southern Egypt to Sudan.

The Spirit tells him: “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”

What do you notice about this instruction? 
Be available. The Lord will create the opportunities

What does Philip do? He runs up to the chariot. He hears the man reading – common for people 
to read out aloud.

What do you notice about Philip’s approach?
He asks a question: “Do you understand what you are reading?” A relevant question. No 
formula. 
Trust the Holy Spirit. If He sends you somewhere, He will equip you. Who believes that?

The eunuch responds: 31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited 
Philip to come up and sit with him. [Again, notice how the Lord prepares the way]
Notice how he picks up on an issue that the Ethiopian is facing – a real issue. It does not have 
to be a text in the bible. We need to listen to the Holy Spirit and pick up on the real issue facing 
people as we interact with them daily – in each role that you play – as family member, 
employee, employer, friend, colleague, student, customer, supplier, traveller, etc.

Who is the text talking about? 
Jesus [“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is 

silent, so he did not open his mouth]. Where is the text from? Isaiah. How do you find the exact 
verse if you need to? Google the first verse (53:7)

What is this passage all about?
Jesus dying for our sins and giving us the opportunity of eternal life. Do you need to be a 

theology scholar to explain the basics? No

What does Philip do? 
Philip shares the Good News. How would you share the Good News? 

What are the key aspects of the Good News?
● I am a sinner and I repent (Mark 1:15)
● Jesus died for my sins so that I can have an eternal relationship with the living Christ - 

my Lord (Romans 6:23)
● I will follow him no matter what – cost of discipleship (Luke 14:33). 
● Be baptised (Matthew 28:19)
● Born again of the Spirit (John 3:6)

What do we learn from this text about baptism? Philip must have spoken to the eunuch about 
baptism when he shared the Gospel

How do we know this was a genuine conversion? The eunuch asked to stop the chariot – he 
took the very next opportunity to get baptised 

“What can stand in the way of my being baptized?”
“the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.”



What else do we learn about Baptism? 
 Indicates full submersion (“39 When they came up out of the water”). Any believer can baptise, 
not only pastors and elders.

● Are you ready to listen to the Holy Spirit?
● Are you available to be used by the Lord?
● Are you ready to share the Good News?
● If not, what is standing in your way?


