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What is your calling? 
 
Seinfeld became the biggest sitcom for many years.  It shot to fame even though many 
people said it would crash.  What is interesting is that it has no plot and no real story.  It 
is all about unconnected events that just happened.  
Why was it so popular?  
They found out that the audience could identify with Seinfeld because they were living 
very similar lives – no real plot and living many unconnected events.  They were 
plotless, with no clue as to what they are there for.  Going from one day to another day, 
one job to another job without any connection.  Many people live like this. Like a 
hamster running on a hamster wheel – moving like crazy but not getting anywhere.  
 
In Iceland what I found really interesting and actually quite funny was seeing people 
come out in their cars on a Sunday afternoon, driving up and down the main road. 
They would drive down one side, around the circle and then back up the other side of 
the road. Driving the whole afternoon but with no real destination. We live same-old, 
same-old lives.  Same routine, same job, same lifestyle.  We all yearn for something 
more meaningful. To live out our calling. 
 
You may say, but I am confused about my calling.  I love God and my family, but I am 
not sure of my calling.  What are you, Lord, calling me to do and be?  Unfortunately, 
the term is so popular that it sometimes means nothing anymore. This thing called 
‘Finding your Calling’.  I think I am doing well when I find my keys, and now you want 
me to find my calling.  
 
Let us start with what does calling mean? 
In the Old Testament the Hebrew word that has been translated as “call” has the same 
meaning as English.  We call to each other and to God to get their attention.  



 
Another meaning in the Old Testament of calling is to name and to call into being, all 
for a purpose. God called the light “day” and the darkness “night”.  He named the sun 
whose purpose was to give warmth and light in what he called “day” and He named the 
moon and stars whose purpose was to give light in what he called “night”.  When God 
called Israel, he named them as His chosen people who would serve Him and bring 
glory to His name.  Many people’s names had meaning as well and this carried out a 
specific purpose in their lives. 
When we look in the New Testament, the word “calling” means salvation.  It is God 
calling people to himself through His Son, Jesus Christ.  Jesus’ followers were named 
the “called-out ones”. Jesus not only calls His followers to Himself, he also calls them 
to other things – to eternal life, to love, to faith, to service, to suffering and many more.  
We are called first and foremost to God.   We are called to turn away from our sins 
and accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour.  We cannot fulfil our secondary calling 
without first giving our hearts, and lives to Jesus.  So what is this secondary calling?  
 
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart as working for the Lord and not for 
men.” Colossians 3:23 
Taking from that scripture, a basic definition of our secondary calling could be:  
“Whatever you do”:   God's personal, individual invitation to carry out the tasks he has 
for you, 
“Work at it with all your heart as working for the Lord and not for men” :  all to 
bring glory to His name and to extend His kingdom. 
Whatever means everything we are, everything we do, and everything we have.  
It is personal and individual. Each of you is unique.  Your fingerprints are unique.  You 
even have different DNA that makes up who you are.  Everything you are, do and have 
is unique.  Nobody has the same experiences as you do or the  insight that you have. 
David said in Psalm 139, “ I am fearfully and wonderfully made .”    Each one of you is 
totally different to others.  The people you meet and the situation you are in is unique 
to you.  God wants YOU.  You don’t have to wish you were someone else.  He already 
has them.  He wants you just the way you are. 
 
Esther was a beautiful woman.  Her beauty caused her to be selected by the king to be 
his bride. She had everything while the Jewish people were in trouble.  Her uncle 
Mordecai said to her,  “Aren’t you going to help us ?”  Esther does not know how to help 
her people and does nothing.  
Later in Chapter 4: Mordecai says, “ Just because you are with the king, don’t think you 
have escaped this, God has placed you in a place that is unique to this situation.  Have 
you ever considered that you have been called for such a time like thi s?”  God knew 
beforehand that His people would be in trouble and placed you there for a purpose to 
be an influence to the king.”  
 



Have you ever thought that God calls you right where you are now?  
We may be all in this church together, but each one of us may be interpreting the 
message differently. 
"We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, 
let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let 
him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of 
others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is 
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully."   Romans 12:6-8 (NIV). 
As we use our talents and gifts to serve others, we discover certain types of ways we 
can serve God. This brings us a deep sense of fulfilment and happiness. Our talents 
and gifts are vehicles for us to use to bring Him glory and to minister to His people. 
 
You may be surprised to learn that your job is not your calling, and here's why. Most of 
us change jobs during our lifetime. We may even change careers. If you're in a church 
ministry, even that ministry can end. Your job is not your calling, no matter how much it 
may allow you to serve other people. Here's the important thing to remember: Jobs 
and careers come and go.  Your calling, your God-appointed mission in life, to bring 
glory to God and extend His kingdom, stays with you until the moment you are called 
home to heaven.  
 
 ” And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 

have been called according to his purpose .” Romans 8:28 (NIV).  
This purpose is bigger than we are.  We all want to be part of something bigger, 
something with so much more meaning than we can think of. We can think of 
ourselves as one piece of a complete puzzle that only God can see.  We need to play 
our part right where we are at for the full picture to come alive.  When we separate 
ourselves from the picture, we become just a puzzle piece.  Insignificant, doing the 
same thing day after day.  When we submit ourselves to God’s purpose and picture, 
we have meaning and play our individual part which is connected to all the other parts 
to work together according to His purpose. 
 
When you say “I am going to wait to hear what my calling is” you are missing the plot. 
You are missing opportunities to serve God and others right where you are.  This is not 
age or Christian maturity related.  Each one of us is called to this.  No matter your age 
or spiritual maturity or your knowledge of the Bible.  
We have limited calling to a professional ministry occupation – called to preach, to 
youth ministry, etc.  and then neglect all the other areas we are called to play our part 
for the kingdom.  We spend all our time at church, with church issues, to the detriment 
of our family, friends or our own health.  This can be applied to whatever you see your 
calling is.  It must fit into the bigger picture where you are serving God and others in 
EVERYTHING you do.  
All work becomes kingdom activity.   There should not be a separation between 
world work and Kingdom work.  If you are washing your dishes, do it for the Lord.  If 



you are a mother, do it for the glory of God and for the expansion of His kingdom. It is 
not your job.  It is always bigger than you - whether you are a lawyer, teacher or mom, 
it has eternal repercussions.  
The reason we may be confused about our calling is that we don’t just have one.  It is 
where we are at.  With the people we are with.  We are called to be a friend, a parent, 
a sister, a preacher, etc.  We are called to minister wherever we are. 
 
Jesus says in Matthew 28:18  " All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth .”  Our job is to go out to the world representing the kingdom and taking things 
back from Satan and bringing it into the kingdom under the authority of Jesus.  God is 
calling people to be active in their society to invade hell with the kingdom so that 
heaven grows.  
 
In summary then ; our first calling is to God himself.  Into a deep relationship with Him. 
Our second calling is to bring glory to Him and to extend his kingdom.  Any ministry or 
gift or talent you have is for this purpose.  They are vehicles to this calling.  
This ministry thing is tough, but not complicated. We need to get ready to follow and 
chase this call of God in our lives so that we can be the church that God has called us 
to be. A church that is ready to obey and please the Father, a place full of people who 
are fulfilled because they are busy doing whatever God asks of them. 
 
So, to end off, I want to ask you just one question: 
You know you are called, but are you available?  
Just the way you are?  
In the situation you are in right now? 
The only thing God wants from you is YOU. 
Have confidence that if you are available, He will speak to you. He will show you what 
to do, when to do it and how to do it. 
The question is, will you respond. 
 
To close, let us pray 
Our father who is in heaven  – I know who you are and where you live 
Because I know who you are,  Hallowed be your name.   I bring honour to your name. 
Since I honour your name, I must reverse my plans so that  Thy kingdom comes , 
which means I need to submit to you so that  Thy will is done. 
If I am going to honour your name, and do your will,  please give me what I need 
today  so I have the energy and focus I need to pull that off. 
Because you want a clean and pure vessel,  forgive me for the things I have done 
against you and against others as I forgive those who have done things against 



me .   I know that if I don’t forgive others, you won’t forgive me and you will not accept 
me honouring your name and serving the kingdom or doing your will. 
Please don’t lead me into temptation   because if you lead me into anything I can’t 
handle, then I may embarrass your name, embarrass your kingdom and embarrass 
your will.  The only reason I am praying this way is that it has nothing to do with me, 
because  thine is the kingdom and thine is the glory for ever and ever.  
 
Amen 


