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Sermon Notes: 

Preacher:    Shaun Coetzee  

Text : Acts 2:1-21  (NIV) 

Title:  Our Father’s Spirit in us 

Date : 9th June 2019 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Good morning. Today is Pentecost Sunday, The day we celebrate the coming of the 
Holy Spirit upon the disciples; infilling and empowering them to carry out the work 
Christ gave them to do. It also marks the fulfillment of Jesus’s promise to all 
believers—including us 

“But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.”  John 16:7 

Jesus informs his disciples and all believers that He was going back to His Father in 
heaven and promises that the Holy Spirit would come help them, the Holy Spirit will 
come help us! Isn’t this amazing? 

This day should be as special as Christmas or Easter; yet, many church-going 
Christians overlook it completely. We wonder why? Could this be because Christmas 
or Easter are passive holidays, in the sense that the work has been done for us but 
with Pentecost we have to do something? 

Pentecost is so called because it falls on the fiftieth day after the presentation of the 
first barley sheaf of the harvest, i.e. fifty days from the first Sunday after Passover 
(pentekostos, Greek. for “fiftieth”). Hebrew and Aramaic-speaking Jews know it as the 
“Feast of Weeks”, or “Day of First fruits”. Later, some made it the anniversary of the 
giving of the law at Mount. Sinai (Exodus 19:1). 

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 

“2  When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2  Suddenly a 

sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 

where they were sitting.  3  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated 

and came to rest on each of them.  4  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other tongues [ a ]  as the Spirit enabled them.  5  Now there were staying 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26954a
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in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.  6  When they heard 

this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own 

language being spoken.  7  Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are 

speaking Galileans?  8  Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native 

language?  9  Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, [ b ]   10  Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11  (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans 

and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”  12 

Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 

13  Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 

Peter Addresses the Crowd 
14  Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 

“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 

carefully to what I say.  15  These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in 

the morning!  16  No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  17  “‘In the last days, 

God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 

prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.  18  Even on 

my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will 

prophesy.  19  I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, 

blood and fire and billows of smoke.  20  The sun will be turned to darkness and the 

moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  21  And 

everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  Acts 2:1-21  

The Holy Spirit Descends  ( Versers 2:1-4) 

It is important to know that while the disciples believe in Jesus as their Savior, they are 
still confused about many different things.They don’t fully understand Jesus’ mission, 
that is, why he had come to earth. They still wonder if Jesus will be an earthly king. 
They are confused, and as a result, they are timid: not confident in sharing the Gospel 
with others. How can they be, if they don’t fully understand? Then something amazing 
happens. As they gather with about 120 other believers, the sound of a violent wind 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26959b
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fills the house they are in. Next, they see “tongues of fire” come on each of the 
apostles. Luke says the fire separates (implying a single mass of flame) and lights on 
each apostle, filling them with the Holy Spirit and causing them to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit enables them. 

The description of fire and wind mentioned in the Pentecost account resounds 
throughout the Old and the New Testament. The sound of the wind at Pentecost was 
“rushing” and “mighty.” Scriptural references to the power of wind (always understood 
to be under God’s control) abound.  Exodus 10:13 ;  Psalm 18:42  and  Isaiah 11:15  in the 
Old Testament and  Matthew 14:23–32  in the New Testament are only a few examples. 
More significant than wind as power, is wind as life in the Old Testament ( Job 12:10 ) 
and as spirit in the New ( John 3:8 ). Just as the first Adam received the breath of 
physical life ( Genesis 2:7 ), so the second Adam, Jesus, brings the breath of spiritual 
life. The idea of spiritual life as generated by the Holy Spirit is certainly implicit in the 
sound of the wind at Pentecost. 

The Crowd’s Amazement. 

Jews in Jerusalem, largely pilgrims on this occasion, are astonished that each of them 
hears the apostle’s praising God in their native tongue. Luke records the expanse of 
countries involved (15 of them), each with its own language, and some with multiple 
dialects within a language.  These pilgrims come from regions all over the known world, 
being scattered in the Diaspora (or dispersion) of native Jews in the Babylonian exile 
of 6th century BC. This dispersion of Jews, caused Jews to settle in surrounding 
countries, leading to many dialects as each clan learned the language of their new 
surroundings. Can you imagine how amazing this event must have been? 

Sadly, after this miraculous event, verse 13 says that some made fun of the 
happenings saying that they have had too much wine. We as believers will always 
encounter these people or these responses. Let’s see how Peter deals with this 
response. 

Peter’s Proclamation (Verse 14-21) 

Suddenly, Peter addresses the crowd. He disputes their charge (likely in jest, with 
“after all, it’s nine in the morning!”). How do we as believers respond to people making 
fun of the Holy Spirit? Do we just keep quiet? 

  Peter then  offers  Scriptural  testimony from the prophet Joel to the event unfolding 
before them.  
28  “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.    Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy,  your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.   Joel 2:28 

This is Peter we find  boldly proclaiming  that our Father’s spirit, the Holy Spirit is 
being poured out here. Peter? Two months earlier he was so afraid that he denied 
Jesus; now he speaks with a confidence and understanding he never had before. 
Peter could only have done this with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2010.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2018.42
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2011.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2014.23%E2%80%9332
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%2012.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%202.7
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Wouldn’t you agree?  

Pentecost brings significant change: not just for Peter, but for all the apostles. No 
longer confused, they now understood the plan of salvation completely. No longer 
timid, they are now confident, speaking publicly.  

Just what Jesus intends; by changing the lives of the apostles, it changes the lives of 
others. 

What does Peter’s sermon mean to us?  

What is the Holy Spirit doing in each of us and are we being obedient to what is being 
asked of us? 3000 people come to know Jesus as their Lord and savior that day 
because of Peter’s obedience and trust in our Father’s Spirit. 

Application: 

●  Pentecost brings about the power to change. We see this change in the 
disciples, then in 3000 others, and realize that our world needs change, too. 

● Many disregard Jesus Christ, and so they do not know how to get to heaven. 
Many Christians, who, like the disciples before Pentecost, are confused, weak 
and timid. We need the Holy Spirit to come to us, and change us. 

● There is, however, a problem. We don’t think we need to be changed. “I’m alright 
the way I am,” we say to ourselves. “What do I need to change about myself?” 
The answer?  A lot. We are followers of Christ with sinful habits that we won’t 
abandon. We are often selfish. We misread what God tells us in his Word. We 
don’t share our faith because we are timid.  

We must change.  We need the Holy Sprit’s power to become the people God wants 
us to be. 

How would you describe your current experience as a Christian? 

Growing - Frustrated - Disappointing - Fulfilled - Forgiven -  Stuck - Struggling - Joyful, 

Defeated - Exciting - Up and down? 

Do you desire more?  Jesus said, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to me! Anyone who 

believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living water 

will flow from His heart.’” (When he said “living water,” he was speaking of the Spirit, 

who would be given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had not yet been given, 

because Jesus had not yet entered into His glory).” (John 7:37b-39).  
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Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would satisfy the thirst and deepest longings of all 

who believe in Him. Jesus has so much more to offer you today. But to experience it, 

you’ll need to take a look at what you’ve been focusing your life on. Would you answer 

‘yes’ to these questions?  

1.   Are you totally committed to Jesus?  

2. Are you depending on the Holy Spirit every day? 

 Here are some brief examples of lives either focussed or not focussed on Jesus 

A Life not centered on Christ. 

Serving Jesus is not this person’s top priority. He or she grows very little in faith and 

often lives in frustration without the power of the Holy Spirit. This person may go to 

church, but Jesus is not at the center. This person has invited Jesus into their life, but 

their possessions, desires and interests are not centered on Christ. 

This person might say: 

●    “I’m doing OK. No one’s perfect.” 

●   “I’ll get serious about Jesus one day.” 

● “I feel stuck doing the same sins over and over.” 

●   “The Holy Spirit doesn’t feel real to me.” 

●   “I don’t have much joy in my Christian life.” 

● “ I tend to hold back when prompted by the Spirit to do or say something” 

“The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. 

And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. 

These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out 

your good intentions”  (Galatians 5:17). 
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A Life Centered on Christ: 
This person has placed Jesus at the center of their life - their time, decisions, work, 
relationships, everything. It all belongs to Jesus. This person is growing spiritually and 
experiencing the power of the Holy Spirit by faith. 
They would pray this prayer: 

“Dear Jesus, I want You in the center of my life and commit through Your power to 

serve and obey You. Anytime. Anywhere. At any cost. To do anything.” 

Possessions, desires and interests are centered on Christ. This person still makes 

mistakes, but they’re quick to re-center their life on Christ through confession and 

trusting in God’s forgiveness.  This confession is genuine. This person genuinely does 

not want to make the same mistakes again . 

This person would say: 

● “What I want most is to follow Jesus.” 

● “I can’t do this on my own, so I run to the Holy Spirit again and again.” 

● “When I get sidetracked, I’m quick to make God the center again.” 

● “ Following Jesus is bringing me more and more joy." 

“So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful 

nature craves”( Galatians 5:16). 

“Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our 

lives”  (Galatians 5:25). 

How to live daily in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

When you center your life on Jesus, you begin to experience amazing joy. Life 

becomes full of meaning and purpose. God begins to change you from the inside out. 

The best is yet to come. God desires to make our lives more and more abundant each 
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day, and we come to the realisation that we need to rely on the Holy Spirit by  faith. 

Here are three steps, with suggested prayers, to experience the power of the Holy 

Spirit every day.  

While I am reading  these prayers , I ask that you  please focus carefully on the words 

and what they would mean to you. 

Express your commitment to Jesus each morning  

“Dear Jesus, I want You in the center of my life and commit through Your power to 

serve and obey You. Anytime. Anywhere. At any cost. To do anything.” When we get 

together in our prayer pockets, we should also pray this prayer. If you are not in a 

prayer pocket, I really encourage you to become part of one. Prayer pockets keep us 

accountable. 

● Live in the freedom of forgiveness (2 Corinthians 5:17; Titus 2:12; Colossians 

1:13-14). 

“Dear Jesus, I sinned against You when I __________. Thank you for forgiving me 

through Your sacrifice on the cross. I choose to center my life on You again.” 

●   Rely on the Holy Spirit’s power by faith  

“ For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able 

to resist or contradict.”  Luke 21:15 

How reassuring are these words from Jesu s? 

“I need Your help. I can’t do this alone. Give me strength by Your Spirit to love You with 

my whole being today and to love others like You do.”  
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Jesus is offering you abundant, Spirit-filled life every single day. Take hold of that life 

by faith: keep Him  at  the center, run to Him whenever you fall, start praying for 

everything you need. Become fully alive in Jesus!  

I motivate you all this morning to be filled with the Holy Spirit and live Holy Spirit filled 

lives. If anyone here today needs the filling or refilling of the Holy Spirit, please come 

forward so that we can pray for you. 
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