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I often get asked these questions – how do I hear God speaking? How do I know it is God 
speaking and not just me thinking it is the way to go or do something I am asking about? 
 
Who of you would like to hear more from God? Those of you who do hear from the Lord, would 

you like to be more sure that you heard right? Today we are going to focus on listening to what 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit are saying to us.  
 
How does Jesus speak to us? - Through the scriptures.  
We know that the scriptures are God breathed - 2 Timothy 3:16 and; He also speaks directly 
through the Holy Spirit (John 14:26) 26 “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 

send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 
The Holy Spirit does not speak audibly, so we need to deal with this question of when we sense 
the Holy Spirit says something to us, how do we know it is from God?  
John 16:12-15 is a key text. 12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 
13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on 
his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify 
me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to 
the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to 
you.” 

 The disciples had just heard the news of his coming death so they were not in a state to 
hear more spiritual truth. 

 The Spirit of Truth would reveal the truth about his resurrection and the unfolding of the 
New Testament – again, God’s inspired word. 

If the Spirit speaks only what Jesus makes known, where do we get what Jesus makes 
known from?  The scriptures.  
Therefore, The Holy Spirit never contradicts the scriptures. Always use the Word to verify if 
what you are hearing lines up with the Word. 

 
We should always try to read the Word at a deeper level than just the surface. This is what makes 
the Bible so amazing. When something is God breathed, you must know it is special. It is not just 
another well written book. 
 
What do I mean by “at a deeper level?” 

 The first level is what the words say and mean.  

 The second level is the message in context. Jesus was saying something to a particular 
audience at the time. This tells us what his message is. It is just as relevant to us now as it 
was then. Why? Because the bible has stood the test of time for over 2000 years. That’s 
another reason why the Bible is so special. 



 The third level is: what is Jesus trying to tell me in my situation? It still needs to align with 
the message from Jesus. This is what Jesus means when he said, “He will guide you into 
all truth”. Jesus is truth, and he wants you to know the truth about him and the truth for you. 
Often, we believe things about ourselves which are not true. They are lies from the evil one. 
These lies can be extremely damaging to us if we continue to believe them. Jesus wants us 
to be free from lies and listen to his truth. I cannot emphasise enough how liberating his 
truth is. Let me give you an example. When you hear the thought in your mind: “I am not 
good enough”, where does this come from?  The evil one.  
What does God say?  Genesis 1:27 (“So God created mankind in his own image”) 

 
Let’s examine a text and listen to what Jesus wants us to hear today. We are going to read and 
listen to what the Lord Jesus might be saying to us. Be expectant that he is going to say 
something to you this morning. 
Luke 6:12-13 12 One day soon afterward Jesus went up on a mountain to pray, and he prayed to 
God all night. 13 At daybreak he called together all of his disciples and chose twelve of them to 
be apostles.” 
 
The first thing to do is look for context. Is there anything important we need to understand about 
the context? Consider the book as a whole.  

 Who wrote Luke?- Luke. 

 What do we know about him? 
He was a doctor – a man of science – he was likely to be precise, to seek evidence 
He was a Greek, Gentile Christian – as a Greek, he was detailed and specific 
He was a close friend of Paul 
He also wrote Acts 
Who was he writing to? Theophilus, the Gentiles, and people everywhere 
What is the focus of Luke? On Jesus’s humanity. His love for the poor, the sick, woman 
and children. 

I have suggested it before, but let me repeat this: If you have a smart phone, I strongly suggest 
you download the “Read Scripture” app. The videos at the beginning of each book of the bible are 
amazing. They give an excellent overview. 
 
What was happening before this passage?  - Can someone look in their bibles 
What happened after this passage? - Can someone look in their bibles 
Do they shed any light on our text? - No. 
What about in any parallel texts or during the same time period in the other gospels? Can 
someone look up Matthew 9:37-38; Luke 10:2. [Jesus tells his disciples to pray for workers for 
the harvest is plentiful and the workers are few.] 
 
What do these texts tell you about our purpose as disciples? - To reach out to the lost 

Let’s go into the main text again. 
Read it again yourselves and pray. Spend a few minutes listening to the Holy Spirit and write down 
what you sense he is saying to you. 
 
Did anyone hear anything from the Lord?  
If you didn’t hear anything do not stress, let’s go through the text in more detail, and listen if 
anything comes through to you. 

One day 
What does this tell us?  

It is likely to be something important – why?  
Not a daily thing to spend the night praying. It must be an important event/ decision. 

 How do we deal with important decisions?  

A quick prayer, expecting God to help us, or extensive prayer and perhaps even fasting. 



Mountain 
What does this tell you?  

 Jesus gets away from the crowd. He finds a quiet place – at night – no one else around.  

 Not in the car … in the traffic, on the way to work, where our minds are in 2 places.  

To pray … and he prayed all night 
What was this praying all night about? - Choosing the 12 disciples.  
If he spent all night there, listen for what the Holy Spirit might be telling you about this 

 Jesus earnestly sought his Father.  

 Jesus was serious about it.  

 Jesus was busy (Mark 1:21-37) but never too busy to pray. Martin Luther said: “I have so 

much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.” 
 

 Rely on God for an answer.  

 Believe God will answer.  

 People were important to Jesus. 

 Focus. We gather from the text that Jesus prayed about choosing the disciples – the whole 
night – nothing else.  

 Leverage – these 12 (apart from Judas) were the start of the early church. He prayed for 
these 12. 

 
Look at other texts which might help our understanding. I Googled: “praying in God’s will”; One of 
the websites which often pop up on the first page is www.gotquestions.org. It was #6 on page 1 in 
this search. The most popular search results are not always the best, so cross check against other 
sites; ask a mature believer if you are unsure.  
One of the texts was James 4:3. 

 
Pray for discernment. (a gift of the Holy Spirit).  
[https://www.gotquestions.org/praying-will-of-God.html] 
 
What did you hear the Lord say to you from this passage? 

 Prayer is VERY necessary – and we need to make time for prayer no matter how busy we 
are 

 Prayer requires a quiet place away from others and the busyness of life 

 Prayer requires effort – all night 

 Prayer has a purpose – Jesus was seeking the Father’s guidance on this vital decision 

 Prayer gets results – when in line with God’s will 
 
Will you commit this week to listen to what the Holy Spirit says to you through the Word?  
I would suggest you write down what you hear, and watch how your prayer life changes, and you 
grow, as God speaks to you. 
 
Amen 
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