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In general, us Christians, try very hard to be Jesus to people in the hope that they will see Jesus in 
us and be drawn into a relationship with Him. The reality is there are many good people out there 
and we do not stand out of the crowd as being any different to unbelievers. People do not come to 
know Jesus simply by being with you and watching you. They are often turned away from the 
church and Jesus by how we behave but seldom the other way around. 
 
I want to ask you all a very important question which I’d like feedback on please. You can answer 
on behalf of others, so that no one will judge you, because what you answer will NOT represent 
what YOU say, but what others might say.  
 
Here’s the question: 
 
Why is it that Christians hold back on being bold for Jesus? Why do they hesitate to share 
about Jesus? 
 
Acts 4:23-31 
23 “As soon as they were freed, Peter and John returned to the other believers and told them what 
the leading priests and elders had said. 24 When they heard the report, all the believers lifted their 
voices together in prayer to God: “O Sovereign Lord, Creator of heaven and earth, the sea, and 
everything in them—25 you spoke long ago by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your 
servant, saying, ‘Why were the nations so angry? Why did they waste their time with futile plans? 
26 The kings of the earth prepared for battle; the rulers gathered together against the LORD and 
against his Messiah.’ 27 “In fact, this has happened here in this very city! For Herod Antipas, Pontius 
Pilate the governor, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel were all united against Jesus, your holy 
servant, whom you anointed. 28 But everything they did was determined beforehand according 
to your will. 29 And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness 
in preaching your word. 30 Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and 
wonders be done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 After this prayer, the meeting 
place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of God 
with boldness.” (NLT) 

 
What happened before this text? 
Peter and John were on their way to the temple when they came across a lame beggar at the 
Temple gate. He asked Peter and John for some money and Peter replied: ‘Silver and gold I do 
not have but what I have I will give you. In the name of Jesus, get up and walk’. The leaders and 
elders were not happy with what they were teaching. They put them in jail overnight. But there 
were many who listened to their message who believed – about 5000. The leading priests and 
elders asked a question which opened the opportunity for Peter to launch into his response; 
“By what power or what name did you do this?” (Verse 7). 
 



This is key to sharing about our faith. It avoids us coming across as bible bashing or judging 
unbelievers.  
Stef shared a YouTube video with me of a young man whom he had introduced to me some time 
back at his house. Justin shares how he felt judged by people. He was involved in drugs and 
satanic stuff and his girlfriend was a Christian. One day he noticed a bible at her house and asked 
her about it. She responded with 2 powerful questions.  
The one was “how come you believe in the devil but not in God?”; the other: “Are you really happy 
with your life the way it is?” Both were great questions to get Justin to think. 
 
Before we ask a question or try and answer a question let’s examine what was key to Peter’s 
boldness?  
What was key to Peter’s boldness? 
He was filled with the Holy Spirit (verse 8). 
 
How does Peter respond?  
10 “Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of Israel that he was healed by the 
powerful name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the man you crucified but whom God raised from 
the dead.” 
He does not mince his words. He talks about salvation – “salvation is found in no one else” (verse 
12) – he does not try and fudge the truth.  

 Do we try to ‘soften” the truth so we do not lose any friends?  
 Are we more concerned about losing a friend than speaking the truth? How concerned are 

we that our friend will not have eternal salvation?  
 How eager are we for them to have what we have?  
 Are we excited about what we have? Is it worth sharing? 
  

IF it is worth sharing and we are truly concerned about our friend’s salvation, then time is short. 
There isn’t time to take weeks and months to speak the truth. I have been hugely convicted by two 
recent conversations I had with folk who have and are facing death of a loved one. Time is very 
short. We need to use every hour very intentionally, very purposefully and without waste.  
 
Secondly, we need to speak truth in love. Don’t beat about the bush. Peter did not beat about the 
bush. What does it mean to speak truth in love? Check your agenda – your motive – for saying 
what you say. Why are you saying what you are about to say? Is it truly driven by a genuine 
concern for the person? 
 
Listen to what the leaders say next: (verse 13) “13 The members of the council were amazed when 
they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they could see that they were ordinary men with no 
special training in the Scriptures”.  
They realized they were untrained, ordinary men. What would your reaction be if someone who 
was untrained and ordinary started telling you about the bible? These leading priests and elders 
were seriously learned but they did not think less of what Peter and John said. In fact it says “they 
were astonished”. 
 
We tend to hold back because we believe we do not know the Word well enough to “talk to 
someone about Jesus”.  

 What happens if they ask me a question I cannot answer?  
 How do you feel when that happens? [Embarrassed? Inadequate?] So what. What did 

Jesus do for you for all your inadequacies? 
 How would you handle a question you cannot answer? 

 
Then they warn them not to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. What would you do next if the 
authorities warned you not to speak about Jesus?  
 



What did Peter and John say? “(verse 19) “Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than 
him? 
Pretty serious challenge wouldn’t you say. We’d rather obey God than you. They could not care 
what happens to them – they obey God’s commands.  

 How seriously do you take Jesus’s commands even without any threat of being 
persecuted?  

 
Then Peter and John tell them openly that they will continue to speak about what we have heard 
and seen. (verse 20) 20 “We cannot stop telling about everything we have seen and heard.” 

 Are you prepared to speak out about what Jesus means to you?  
 Are you prepared to share about what he has done in your life? Each time we have sharing 

in the church, it seems to be the same people who share. 
 Are you prepared to lose friends over Jesus? Are you prepared to be embarrassed for 

Jesus? 
If not, why? 
 
Then they get threatened some more (verse 21) and let go. Notice what happened next (verse 23)  
They go off to meet with the other believers. This is critical. They were constantly connected with 
fellow believers. It says in Acts 2:46 “they met daily”.  

 How often do we meet together as fellow believers?  
 What is the state of our church versus this early church?  
 How passionate are we about Jesus and his church? 

 
Imagine we are in their situation.  

 What do we do when we come together?  
 Who would pray? One or two people? Verse 24 says: ‘They ALL prayed’ – not just one or 

two, or the same folk who pray week in and week out. 
 What would we pray for? 
 Safety from persecution? 
  

What did they pray for? (Verse 24-28) – 4 verses – praising and worshipping Almighty God.  
Let’s recognise who we are praying to … Almighty God of the Universe. They knew God was in 
control.  
Do we really believe that God is in control, when we face tough situations?  
Then after praising God, one would think they would ask for protection, right? NO! Verse 29. 
29 “And now, O Lord, hear their threats.” That’s all reference there is to what they face. 
 
What do they ask for?  Boldness.  

 What is boldness? It is the courage to do something despite our fears. 
They ask for boldness to do what? “To preach your word”. In fact they were inviting more trouble. 
They knew the threat. In our small way, it is like saying: Lord give me the boldness to speak about 
you knowing that I will lose a friend; knowing that I may feel inadequate or embarrassed, but I 
welcome that. 
 
What else do they ask for? 
“Stretch out your hand with healing power”. Why? Verse 30 …So that “miraculous signs and 
wonders be done through the name of your holy servant Jesus”. They prayed these prayers 
believing it would happen. 
 
What was the result of their prayers? 
The “meeting place shook”. God’s power was felt in a real way. “And they were ALL filled with the 
power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Then what? 



They acted. Look what they did: “Then they preached the Word of God with boldness”. Not weeks 
later. “Then”. That’s immediately 
 
Let’s reflect on this word … 
Have you ever thought why this happened in those days, but it is not happening to us now? I 
believe it was because of the spiritual condition of the church then versus us now.  

 Let’s be brutally honest with ourselves – are we as passionate about Jesus and church as 
they were? 

 Are we ALL filled with the Holy Spirit? 
 Are we focussing on who God really is? 
 What do we pray for? 
 Are we prepared to be bold and share Jesus with an unbeliever? 
Amen 


