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We have all been to churches before CVC. We all have a view on church – what we believe 
church is. 
 
What is your understanding of what church is?  
Watch the video. 
 
What insights do you gain from the video?  

a. He follows the bible and not the common perception of church 
b. He puts his pride, power and money aside and follows the Word and the 

prompting of the Holy Spirit 
c. People were not using the supernatural gifts. Only he was 
d. Loving each other 
e. We’re a body 
f. None of us have a need 
g. Free church – no cost 
h. Everyone growing/ have responsibility 
i. Everyone reads the bible for themselves (read scripture app) 
j. Relationships are messy 
k.  

The body 
Recall his story about the “gang” being his family. What does it really mean to be family? 
How important is family? (Ephesians 5:25 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her) 
How important is church to you? 
We are all members of Christ’s “universal” body. Ephesians 5:28b says we are all 
members of his body. [He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his 
own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are 
members of his body]. 
 
Church 
The word church is from the Greek word “Ecclesia” which means “a called out company or 
assembly”.  
The church is any group of people called by God to be a body under his headship. 
Do you just see yourself as part of the universal church? Does it matter if you go to a local 
church or not? Does it matter if you commit to a local body or not?  
We are called to be part of a local body. 
In Galatians 1:1-2 Paul says “To the churches of Galatia:” There were numerous local 
churches in the province of Galatia. 
It is not ok to just be part of the universal church and not commit to a local church. 
They met in homes (Romans 16:5; Colossians 4:15; Philippians 2, Acts 2:46) 
Yes, they met in synagogues, but that was from the Jewish tradition of attending synagogue 
to listen to the Rabi teaching, to worship and pray. 



Loving each other 
Francis talks about Loving each other (John 13:35 – 35 By this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”). Do we truly love each other? What do 
others see in us? Are we reaching the lost by our love for one another? We know the Lord 
added to their number daily in Acts. Why? I believe it is because they “did church” in the 
way the Word outlines. People could not help but see the difference and be attracted to the 
love of Jesus. 
 
Gifts 
Francis talked about “Gifts being wasted” when he preaches and the rest sit passively 
We all play a part (1 Corinthians 12:12-29 … one body with many parts) 
We are all given gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:7-11) 7 To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. [8 For to one is given through the Spirit the 
utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same 
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to 
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish 
between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each 
one individually as he wills.] 
Romans 12:6-8 (We need to use the gifts – and use them well). 
 
Growth 

 How can we grow as Christ followers if we just sit and listen?  
Educationalists talk about active and passive learning. Passive is when you just sit 
and listen. This is the least effective method of learning. Active learning is when you 
do something in the process. Listening passively is not the way to grow into the 
likeness of Jesus. No one else participates.  

 How many people really participate in CVC on a Sunday? Generally, it is the same 
few people. Why? 

 How many of you are in a cell group? Is it easier to participate in a cell group? Is it 
easier to exercise the gifts in a cell group? How well do you get to know someone in 
a cell group versus on a Sunday over tea? Are we more real with each other in a cell 
group or on a Sunday? 

 
Relationships 
He talks about relationships are messy – what do you think he means? 
When we get to know each other in a real way, with the masks off, we see real people with 
real issues. So if someone offends you, the bible tells us how to deal with it (Matthew  
18:15). 
 
Commitment 
In Acts 2:42-47 they were committed. The word Paul uses is “devoted”. They “devoted 
themselves”.  
Let’s talk about commitment.  

 How do we see commitment to church matters?  
 How do we see commitment to family?  

Why the difference if church is family?  
When we need help we expect “the church” to help, but how do we respond to our 
side of commitment? I know business people outside church who put work before 
family. Is this biblical? (No). Jesus is head of the church – we are his body – so, it is 
Jesus then family then work.  

 Do we act like the unbelievers or do we act ac 
 cording to the Word? 
 What was the early church committed to? 



Apostles teaching – the Word. They read the Word and obeyed the Word. Francis talked 
about their groups reading through the bible using an app (Read scripture) 

 The early church was committed to Fellowship – they didn’t just meet when they felt 
like it. They met in homes daily. They didn’t make excuses because they were 
devoted. How would you feel if you arranged a Sunday family lunch and hour or two 
beforehand you get a call from your son saying you cannot make it? 

 The early church was committed to meet each other’s needs – they knew each 
other. Do we really know what is going on in each other’s lives? When we have a 
need, are we prepared to be completely transparent about our situation and be held 
accountable? I know someone who needed help. We sat with them and asked for a 
budget and complete openness. We did not get the budget nor the openness. They 
ended up leaving the church. 

 The early church was devoted to prayer.  
Are we devoted to prayer?  
What goes through your mind when we announce the prayer meeting on Sunday 
mornings? 
 

Conclusion 
Church happens when 

 we are devoted to the word,  
 when care for one another,  
 when we exercise our gifts for benefit of the body,  
 when its ok if our relationships get messy sometimes.  
 when we love one another 
  

I cannot help thinking that if we loved the lost as much as Jesus did, we would be devoted 
the things above, and people would be drawn to Jesus the way they were in the early 
church… and the Lord added to their numbers daily those were saved (Acts 2:47) 
Amen 

 


