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The text the Lord placed on my heart is fairly well known. Some people ask a serious question: 
“Does the text say I could lose my salvation?” That’s a VERY important question for us Christians 
to ask. 
It is an extremely challenging text which I have not heard anyone preach on; however, it is a 
VERY, VERY important text. In fact, it is both life changing – if you “get it” and “action it”, AND it 
has HUGE, ETERNAL implications for each one of us.  
 
Let’s look at the text:   

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one 
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform 
many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!”(Matthew 7:21-23). 
 
What’s going on before this passage? What Matthew Chapter 5-7 all about? “The Sermon on the Mount. “ 
Jesus is teaching about some profound issues like divorce, prayer, love for our enemies, storing up 
treasures in heaven, worry, judging others, etc. All things that we know but perhaps don’t always do. 
 
Who is he talking to? Unbelievers? Or Christ followers?  
How do we know this?  

Verse 21; “Lord, Lord”.  
Verse 22; the folk he spoke about prophesied in his name, drove out demons, and performed 
miracles in his name – must have been Christians – that’s what we do too 
They have been listening to his teachings which are aimed at Christ followers 

Is Jesus talking to us?  
 
Why do we say he is?  

We also say “Lord, Lord”; we also do good things in his name. 
 
What does it mean “on that day”?  

Day of judgement. 
 

Who will face judgement day?  
All of us! 

 
I want you to close your eyes and imagine you standing in front of Jesus (By the way, this can happen at 
any moment) and He says: “I never knew you”. Take a minute to think what you would say to him? 
 
Let’s read the passages immediately before main text and the one immediately after. 
Matthew 7: 13-20 13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and 
only a few find it. 15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 
are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or 



figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree 
cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.” 
Jump to verse 24 
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great 
crash.” 
 
What do you notice?  
The opposites – complete opposite, not just a little bit. Jesus is saying something. We need to make a 
choice. We are one OR the other. No in-between 
 
Let’s examine this question … 
Can a Christian lose their salvation? 
Raise hands –  

 Those of you who think you cannot lose your salvation?  
 Those who say you can?  
 Those who say I don’t know? 

 
First we need to be clear on how we are saved. 
What do you understand you have to do to be saved? 

 Accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour, (Romans 10:9) 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is 
Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved 

 Repent (Mark 1:15 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent 
and believe the good news!” 

 What about Luke 14:25-35 Count the cost of following Jesus before you commit. What cost? At 
ALL cost; even hating your father and mother – that means putting nothing before following Jesus; 
that means nothing comes before following his commands. 

 Did we count the cost before we decided to follow him? Did a possible false prophet preach a 
message which sounded great, persuade you to follow Jesus, but actually, you fall into the category 
of saying: Lord, Lord, but Jesus says I don’t know you. 

 
The biggest thing that concerns me from a pastoral pint of view is, have I done whatever I can (with the 
leading and power of the Spirit) to ensure that you all have eternal life?  
 
It is vital that we do not see scripture which has been quoted to us as a “ticket” to heaven. What do I mean 
by that?  

 I prayed the prayer the pastor asked me to pray;  
 I have repented,  
 I have declared with my mouth in a very safe space (e.g. amongst Christians in a church) that Jesus 

is Lord and he died and rose again to save me from my sins. 
 Now that I have ticked all the boxes I have “the ticket”, I AM SAVED; how can I possibly lose my 

salvation?  
 
And then we add on top of that, teaching which says that God is a loving God; and that he has forgiven all 
my sins – past, present and future. So if I do continue to sin its ok. He will forgive me because I have 
repented. I have ticked that box. 
 

 Do these scriptures mean a once off event, as in praying a prayer and that’s it? 
 Do they mean they are ongoing and maybe we do not know for sure if we are saved until judgement 

day?  
 Or do we miss understand these scriptures, either because we have been mis-taught by false 

prophets (verse 15) or we conveniently understand them in a broad sense (recognise that word 
from the text, verse 13) so that it is easy for us to apply them to suit ourselves? 
 

Let’s examine these scriptures so that we walk out here today really understanding them and their 
implications.  



Do we declare with our mouth that Jesus is Lord or do we hold back on this? Let’s be clear, there is no 
such thing as a “closet Christian”. Why? Because they are not Christians. 
 
Kevin told a story of when the Communists came into power in Russia they used the language of seduction 
(like the false prophets) to round up the Church leaders to a conference in the seductive language. 
Thousands of pastors and leaders could not discern the difference. The conference appointed Joseph 
Stalin as their world president. He also happened to be the president of the World movement of the 
Godless; This gathering of church leaders stated that communism and Christianity can co-exist and they 
swore their loyalty to the Communist government; Richard’s wife nudged him and said stand up, they are 
spitting in Christ’s face. Richard said: “you do realise what will happen if I do. I do not wish to have a 
coward as a husband” she said. He rose and said his loyalty is to Christ first. The messages from this 
conference were being broadcast all over the country. He paid the price. 
 
This is what is means to count the cost because there is a cost. In South Africa, we do not face this kind of 
persecution, yet, but following Jesus has a cost. It might even be as small as the cost of getting out of bed 
early on a Sunday to come to church; or even earlier, to come to the prayer meeting. You might question 
this as a parallel example to persecution? It is not.  
 
It is all about following Jesus as Lord and putting his word into practice (verse 26). Actually if we really think 
about it, if he is Lord and we truly love him, is this too much to ask. What are we saying about our 
relationship with Jesus? This should not be a cost of following Jesus. It should be a joy. 
 
Do we put his word into practice? 
We see Christians not say anything to correct their brothers and sisters for fear that they damage their 
relationship, and we hide behind scriptures (wrongly so) that say “do not judge others”. The object here is 
self. I am more concerned about my relationship with this person than with what the Word says, so I 
choose not to be obedient to the Word. 
 
We see Christians not reading their bible when sermons are preached on this. How can Christians get to 
know Jesus, and hear from him, if they are not reading the Word; they therefore do not know Christ nearly 
as well as they could - and he might not know them. 
 
We see Christians listen to sermons week after and not apply the message. You might be thinking: how do 
you know? Ask yourself how many in this small church are discipling someone and being discipled? Very 
few people have told me they are discipling or being discipled.  
We are too busy with life; We make excuses but what are we saying? Jesus, our Lord is not that important. 
Which commandment are we not obeying? 
 
We see Christians being corrected according to the Word and then leaving the church. Either they do not 
understand church, and they do not understand church because they do not read the word, or they do not 
apply the messages from Sundays, or they choose not to because it is uncomfortable – this is the object of 
self. 
 
Jesus says choose the narrow road to his kingdom – what is the narrow road? Follow his word. Few 
choose to do this. Few choose to be the wise man who built his house on the rock (Jesus – not self) and 
put his words into practice  (verse 24).  
This is about turning from your current object of faith being “self”, to “believe in the Good news” – Jesus – 
your new object of faith. 
 
We see Christians preach nice topical sermons to hundreds and thousands each Sunday to make people 
feel good; this fills the chairs and offering bags, which makes the preachers feel good; this is the broad 
road. This is the object of self. 
 
We need to ask ourselves why do we actually do what we do? When we are busy for Christ, we think we 
are doing all the right stuff – preaching in his name, casting out demons in his name; healing in his name – 
but is this to make us feel good? Are we trying to impress Jesus or the world? Is this what Jesus wants, 
when we don’t read his word; we don’t want to get to know him, we don’t really want to hear from him, and 
we don’t follow his word. The truth is that our behaviour says we do not want his guidance – we’d much 
rather do things our own way – the object of self. This is not following Jesus. This is not repentance. 



We declare that Jesus is Lord, but if it is NOT a tick box exercise for you and me, what does it mean to you 
to declare Jesus as Lord? 

 Luke 6:46 46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? Is it possible that you 
could be saying “Lord, Lord” and Jesus might say “I never knew you”? 

 John 14:15: 15 “If you love me, keep my commands”. Here love is the Greek word agape, 
commitment – this is ongoing. Like love in a marriage, it is not a feeling, it is a life-long commitment. 
We do not love just when we feel like loving, so we do not keep his commands just when we feel 
like it. 

 John 8:31 “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples”. What does this text tell you 
about it being a one-off event? What does it tell you about Jesus seeing you as a true follower? 

 
We have looked at declaring Jesus as Lord, repentance, counting the cost; putting his word into practice. 
Let’s redo that imagining exercise.  
Let’s close our eyes, and imagine we are standing before Jesus now. Will he say: “I don’t know you”? 
 
As we end, if there is even the smallest risk of Jesus saying to you: “I don’t know you”, please ask for 
prayer, repent and cry out to him, Lord, I have counted the cost. I want to follow you as my personal Lord, 
and I will obey your Word. 


