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Where have you come from? Tell me about your family.   

This is a common question we ask others to find out about someone’s heritage, culture and background.  They may 

mention their parents and grandparents but that is normally where they stop.  Unless of course they have a famous 

person in their family they want others to know about. What about your great great great great great grandparents?  

Some people have done their research and have a full written out family tree with a family crest or shield. They 

know who they are, what they did and what they were known for.  How proud are you of your family history?   

What about Jesus?  Did He have a family tree? Of course. These are recorded in Matthew and Luke.  We are going to 

see what Jesus’ family tree looks like from Matthew 1 starting in verse 1.   

To give you some context and background, the last book of the Old Testament is Malachi.  Up to this point, there 

were numerous prophesies on the coming Messiah and Malachi ends without knowing who this Messiah is.  It’s like 

a movie with no real ending.  It just stops.  The kingdom of David has been defeated and lost and no Davidic ruler 

reigns.  There is a “to be continued” of this story, pointing forward over the horizon to the Messiah.  The waiting has 

begun. 

Then enters the first book of the New Testament – Matthew.  Matthew (written by Matthew, a disciple of Jesus) 

starts the book off with the answer to this “to be continued” story from Malachi on who the Messiah is.   Jesus.    

Matthew 1:1  

1 This is the genealogy (or family tree) of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of 

Abraham:  

Genealogy comes from the word Genesis.  We know Genesis is the first book of the Bible and it also means the 

beginning.  The origin of life.  Jesus is the climax to the story of Israel from the Old Testament and into the new.                 

He is the new Genesis.  The new beginning! 

In this first verse, we have 3 titles for Jesus                                                                                                                                      

1.   Jesus the Messiah which is the Hebrew word and Christos in Greek.  Jesus the Christ.  Christ is not Jesus’ 



surname, it is the title of Messiah.  The Jews believed that the Messiah would one day come and rule the world 

and save the Jewish people, bringing in the true kingdom of God. Matthew says, “He is here!” 

2. Jesus the Son of David.  David was a king and based on the 2 Samuel 7 promise, the messiah would come 

from the lineage of David and the kings thereafter. 

3. Son of Abraham who is the Father of Israel.  

Very exciting stuff so far.  It is a summary of who Jesus is (Messiah, our saviour) and where He comes from (the 

lineage of King David and even further back to Abraham). Matthew now lists the names of Jesus family tree all the 

way back to Abraham.  He almost says, “Don’t take my word for it, here is the evidence.”  

Let us read it 

Matthew 1 

1 This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: 

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, 

Isaac the father of Jacob, 

Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 
3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, 

Perez the father of Hezron, 

Hezron the father of Ram, 
4 Ram the father of Amminadab, 

Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 

Nahshon the father of Salmon, 
5 Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, 

Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, 

Obed the father of Jesse, 
6 and Jesse the father of King David. 

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife, 
7 Solomon the father of Rehoboam, 

Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 

Abijah the father of Asa, 
8 Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, 

Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, 

Jehoram the father of Uzziah, 
9 Uzziah the father of Jotham, 

Jotham the father of Ahaz, 

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 
10 Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, 

Manasseh the father of Amon, 

Amon the father of Josiah, 
11 and Josiah the father of Jeconiah[c] and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. 

12 After the exile to Babylon: 

Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, 



Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 
13 Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, 

Abihud the father of Eliakim, 

Eliakim the father of Azor, 
14 Azor the father of Zadok, 

Zadok the father of Akim, 

Akim the father of Elihud, 
15 Elihud the father of Eleazar, 

Eleazar the father of Matthan, 

Matthan the father of Jacob, 
16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who 

is called the Messiah. 

17 Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the 

exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah.” 

 How many of you have read that and said, “Who cares and why is that in there?” 

It is odd to start a book with a boring list of names. Such a tactic is not an attention grabber or page turner. So, why 

did Matthew start with this?  

Matthew’s audience were Jews.  If you were Jewish, this would have huge significance for you.  In their world and 

culture, tracing the family tree was a vital part of their identity.  In the Jewish culture, your name defined you.  It 

gave you a place in history. So, as a Jew, this would be the best way to start a story. Matthew wanted to link Jesus to 

his Jewish heritage.  

Jesus’ genealogy begins with Abraham, who is the father of the nation of Israel. The list of names, which is divided 

into three groups of fourteen goes from Abraham to David, Solomon to the Babylonian Captivity, and from the 

return from exile to Joseph who was the husband of Mary.  

What is interesting about this list of names is that there are several layers to them.   

At the surface layer you may say, “Oh, I know that story.”  But there is more.  The whole Bible is written this way, 

only if we take the time to delve deeper into the text.  There is plot and subplot that gets more interesting the 

deeper you go.  

1. The first layer, at the surface, Matthew is making the point that Jesus is the Messiah.  He does that by 

tracing the royal blood line, all to make the point that Jesus is of royal blood.  We could all agree that we 

have heard this before.  

Let us go to the next layer.  Let us look at three interesting things that lie below the surface. 

2. There are women in genealogy.  This is really not normal at all. The Jewish culture was patriarchal, meaning 

only men were mentioned in a family’s history.  Women did not get a mention, let alone a royal one.   



What is interesting is that Matthew does not mention 4 women who we think should have been mentioned.  

We would expect to see Sarah (the wife of Abraham), Rebecca (the wife of Isaac and mother of Jacob) and 

lastly Rachel and Leah (the wives of Jacob).  All these ladies who were called the mothers of Israel. 

 

The four women who are mentioned in this genealogy were outsiders to Israel and all with questionable 

backgrounds.  

Tamar was a Canaanite (idol worshippers and enemies of Israel) who disguised herself as a prostitute in 

order to seduce Judah to get pregnant.  

Rahab was a Canaanite prostitute who lied to protect the Israelite spies and helped overthrow Jericho.  

Ruth was a Moabite (who were descendants of Lot’s incestuous relationship with his daughter and were 

hated by Jew and Gentile alike) who moved to Israel upon the death of her husband and got Boaz to marry 

her.  

And lastly, Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah the Hittite. She slept with King David, got pregnant, and then 

married him.  

Jew and Gentile alike are part of Jesus’ family tree.   

 

3. Jesus’ family tree had leaders and the kings (as prophesied)  

But there is another layer to this … They were all flawed in some way. It starts with Abraham, who more 

than once, lied to save himself. Jacob, Abraham’s grandson cheated his brother, Esau out of his inheritance. 

Jacob’s son, Judah was a hypocrite, an adulterer and he and his brothers sold Joseph into slavery. Eish! 

We go down a few more generations to King David who was called the apple of God’s eye, committed 

adultery with Bathsheba and killed her husband Uriah.  

 

Let us slow down a bit and look at some of these people in more depth.  

Listen to their stories and see if you can identify something of yourself in them.  

We jump down a few more generations to Jehoshaphat in verse 8.  He started his reign in a positive way.  

His heart was devoted to God and he became very successful.  He removed the idols and taught the nation 

about God.  Unfortunately, his enthusiasm started to dwindle and not all the idols were taken away and 

destroyed so idol worship returned.  He consulted God in the big issues such as war and how to lead and rule 

the nation but failed to follow God in the little stuff, his daily decisions and actions. 

 

You may be in this situation right now.   

You started your walk with Jesus with much energy, but you have not given everything to God.  You still have 

a few idols in your life that you can’t seem to surrender to Him.  Habits, relationships, possessions and selfish 

ambition could be some of these things you are struggling with.  Like Jehoshaphat, you seek God in the big 

decisions, but you put God into the background in the “easy daily” decisions and make these decisions on 

your own.  We can get fooled into thinking we can control our daily lives, but those little decisions can lead 



to big consequences.  Then, when these consequences arrive, we expect God to come to our rescue and 

wonder why He sometimes stays silent.  

 

Maybe you can identify with Jehoshaphat’s grandson, Uzziah.  Success can sometimes be the stumbling 

block in our relationship with Jesus.  Uzziah was hugely successful as king.  His achievements brought him 

fame and fortune.  He was successful in war and in peace, planning and executing, building and planting and 

his people adored him. Sounds amazing, doesn’t it?  But, with all that success, pride crept in.   He started to 

enjoy the adoration of his people and attributed his success to his own efforts.  He failed to thank God for all 

he received.   

Is this true of you?  Has pride crept in where you want the recognition and do not thank God for your 

success?  What is your motivation to succeed?  Do you thrive on the attention it brings, or even feel 

dissatisfied when you don’t succeed because you think people will see you as a failure?  How much credit do 

you give God for your life and what you have accomplished?  Maybe you need to confess your pride to God 

and hand over the reins of your life to God again. 

 

Jump a few more generations down to Manasseh in verse 10.  This is an amazing story of grace and 

restoration.  Manasseh was the son of Hezekiah who reformed the kingdom of Judah and rid the land of 

idolatry.  There is a pattern in this genealogy where the son is the complete opposite of their father and 

Manasseh was no different.  He reversed all his father’s reforms and went even further than that.  He was 

seen as evil in the sight of the Lord.  2 Kings Chapter 21 describes him as “a terror to his people.” 

He sacrificed his own son in the fire to Baal, consulted mediums and was very far away from God.  He built 

idol altars in the temple and led the nation away from God. Because of this evil and sin, God sent the 

Assyrians who captured Manasseh and took him away in exile. Fit punishment for an evil king.   

Here is where the grace and mercy of God is amazing.  While in exile, Manasseh cried out to God and 

confessed his sin before Him.  God was so moved by his cries that he freed him from exile and restored him 

back as king.  From then on, Manasseh followed the Lord.  

Is there sin in your life, in your past that you believe God can never forgive?   

Look at Manasseh’s life and know if God can forgive and restore him, He can and will do the same for you.  

Just cry out to the Lord and He will hear you.  

I do want to point out here that although Manasseh repented of his sin and was restored, he was unable to 

undo the damage he had done to the nation and to his own son who became king after him.  Manasseh’s 

story demonstrates that, while any sin can be forgiven when we repent, forgiveness does not remove the 

consequences that result from it from our lives. 

Layers and layers 

How does this apply to us in 2019?  How does this genealogy give shape to our lives? 

 



Here are some truths we can stand on:  

1. God always keeps His promises and He still is in control 

He had promised, that Abraham would be the father of all nations. He promised to raise up a Saviour of the 

family of David, a descendant of Abraham.  

God has been in control in leading and guiding Israel, getting it back on track all to bring it to Jesus the 

Messiah.  God is faithful to His promises.  He could have wiped out the nation of Israel several times over, 

but He kept His promise He made to Abraham.   

 

How many of you can look back and you can see God’s hand in your life?  

In the moment you may not have seen it, but that was God in your life.  God used that situation for good.  I 

felt all alone and at a loss, but God used it for good. Looking back, it is easy see God had His hand over us. 

So, why do we still doubt that He is not in control over our future? 

2. Jesus is the one true Messiah 

This links with the previous point of God keeping His word.  Jesus’ genealogy is a summary of nearly the 

entire Old Testament capturing the stories of the patriarchs, the Israelite’s slavery in Egypt, and the Exodus 

from Egypt to the Promised Land. Then, we have the destruction of Israel and the exile of Judah, and finally 

the return from exile. The genealogy stops with Jesus. His birth is the climax of this entire story of God’s 

relationship with humankind.  The list ends with “Jesus, who is called Christ.”  

Period. 

That’s it. 

No other names are mentioned. 

No more names are needed.  The promised Messiah has arrived.  

3. Nothing can separate us from the love of God. 

Why did God use these people as part of Jesus’ genealogy? 

He didn’t have to. God could have just delivered Jesus straight from heaven.  It would have been much 

simpler that way. Why does God use flawed humans, even wicked people in the family line of Jesus Christ?  

If we were to see the lives of everyone in Jesus’ genealogy, there is no sin that has not been committed.   

Jesus took on our DNA. He became one of us. He tasted the food we eat. He experienced the highs of joy and 

the very lows of rejection.  He hung out with normal folks—prostitutes, beggars, tax collectors, hypocritical 

religious people, drunks, lepers, and crazy people. People like you and me.  

He felt the pain we feel. He was tempted in every way we are tempted.  And although He was without sin, 

He is able to sympathise with our struggles with sin. He died the death that sin brings—in order to set us 

free.  

Jeshua – God saves 

As we celebrate His resurrection today, we need to hear this from His heart to ours.  God loved the world 

that He gave His only son to die on the cross for us so that we can have eternal life.  Nothing can separate us 

from His love. 

   



If you identified with any of the characters we talked about, know that Jesus’ great mercy and grace is 

extended to you where you are right now.   This should be an encouragement to each one of us that no 

matter where we come from, no matter what we have done, Jesus loves us.   

4. Jesus is calling each one of us to be part of His family story.   

We have seen God’s hand in history, we can identify with some of the people in this history and see now 

that Jesus is the Messiah.  The one who saves.  Jesus is the real true story of this world.   

Jesus’ vision of the good life is the best way to be human.  Jesus gives us an open invitation to become part 

of the story. Maybe not the story we think it should be. Jesus is not interested in making us healthy, wealthy 

and wise.  He is the crucified Messiah.  He was put to death to pay for our sin.  He calls us to learn how to 

live under his teaching, into a whole new life that He called the Kingdom of God.  

We can approach God with our success and our failure.  Jesus wants to be involved in our good, bad and 

ugly.  He wants us to be part of His story. Yes, He can use even me. Yes, He can use even you. 

Perhaps your life or your family is a mess.  

Maybe you feel as if you are just too messed up for God to ever use you. Perhaps you have skeletons in your closet—

secret sins or scary addictions to deal with.  On the outside you might look like you have your act together, but on 

the inside you don’t feel good enough. You have sin.  

“Well,” says God, “Welcome to the club! You are not alone. You are not a freak. You are just the same as every 

person who has ever lived, no better—no worse.” 

Jesus is involved in your story to the degree you open up to his leading.  Give it all to Jesus and make Him the author 

of your story going forward.  He can take anyone… your wounding… your failure and success and take all of it and 

put it into His tapestry just like He did in the past.   

What is the Holy Spirit saying to you right now?  Are you willing to give your all to Him? 

Make a decision today to seek His face and trust He has forgiven you.  

If anyone has not given their life to Jesus and who does not have a relationship with Him, please come and speak to 

any one of us after the service so we can spend time with you and lead you become part of Jesus’ family tree. 

 

 


