
 
 
Sermon notes 
Preacher: Doug Timberlake 
Title:   “Produce a HUGE crop” 
Text:  Matthew 13:3-23 
 

 
Who of you would like to produce a HUGE crop from what you plant? 
9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.” (Matthew 13:9) 
If I told you it requires effort to produce a crop, who of you are prepared to put in the required effort to 
get the crop? 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.” (Matthew 13:9).  
 
Who of you have your bibles with you? Let’s dive straight into his Word. Before I read, ask the Holy 
Spirit to highlight key words, and underline those words 

 
Text: Matthew 13:3-23 (NIV) 
“A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and 
the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang 
up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and 
they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked 
the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty 
times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”   
10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” 11 He replied, 
“Because the knowledge of the secrets (mysteries) of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, 
but not to them. 12 Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does 
not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables: 
“Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 14 In them is 
fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever 
seeing but never perceiving. 15 For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with 
their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their 
ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.d 16 But blessed are your eyes 
because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17 For truly I tell you, many prophets and 
righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not 
hear it.  
 

18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about 
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in 
their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to 
someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they 
last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall 
away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of 
this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on 
good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a 
crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 
 
 



Why did Jesus speak in parables? (Verse 10) 
To hide the truth from those who do not believe.  
To reveal more to those who believe and want to hear 
What is their heart like? (Verse 15) Their heart had become calloused - hardened. They could hardly 
hear or see. The Message Bible says: “Whenever someone has a ready heart for this, the insights 
and understandings flow freely. But if there is no readiness, any trace of receptivity soon disappears” 
How is your heart? 
 
The seed 
What is the seed? The Word of God.  
 
Let’s look at each of the four soils 
Four soils 
Path (Verse 10). What do you understand about this soil? 

 You hear the word, but it remains shallow (on the path) and so the evil one can easily take 
the word away. E.g. Jesus says do not worry. If this word is shallow in you, then you worry, 
and your joy is snatched away 
 

Rocky soil (Verses 20-21). What do you understand about this soil? 
 You hear the word each Sunday – a great sermon – you are excited to go out there and do 

what the word says, but you don’t go to cell group and really get into the message, so the 
enthusiasm wears off during the week, and by next Sunday, nothing has changed in your 
life and you hear another word with excitement.  

 Does the pattern sound familiar? I am being provocative with this because I know what we 
preach and yet some grasp it and bear fruit, and others don’t.  

 Let me be specific. What about prayer pockets or the corporate prayer meeting. How do we 
respond to following what the Word says about prayer? 

 How do we respond when the Holy Spirit prompts us to share the Gospel, or pray for 
someone or even share in a safe space in church? 
 

Thorns (Verse 22). What do you understand about this soil? 
 This soil is when we face troubles, worries or persecution and we focus on those issues 

and not what Jesus wants.  
 How do we respond when trouble comes our way?   
 We worry. We question God. Our faith wanes. We blame “the church” and sometimes even 

leave the church and justify why it is ok to remain out of church (when this is not biblical) 
 This soil includes being tempted by the material things of the world that money can buy or 

worldly pleasures and comforts, like sleeping in on a Sunday or not being able to get up an 
hour earlier in the morning to have a Quiet Time. 

 This soil also includes the pressures of this world distracting us from Kingdom things.  
 Our work squeezes out the things of the Kingdom like reading the Word, praying, and our 

ministry, which serves the body and the Kingdom. 
 

Good soil (Verse 23). What do you understand about this soil? 
 These are the people who hear the word, understand it, and produce a crop 100, 60 or 30 

times what was planted. 
 Do you want to produce a crop 100, 60 or 30 times what you plant? 
 How badly do you want to produce a crop 100, 60 or 30 times what you plant? 
 What does it take it hear the word? [A receptive heart] 

 
What does it take to understand the word? [A receptive heart] 



 
What is the main point of this text? 
Sowing God’s Word in four different soils and how we respond. Is our heart receptive to the Word? 
If we are the Good Soil, and we have a receptive heart to hearing the Word, what is it that we need to 
sow which could multiple 100, 60 or 30 times that? 
We need to live out the Word of God in our daily lives – ACT on the Word – so that unbelievers will 
see the difference 
What might a crop look like which is 100, 60 or 30 times what we plant? [Many more genuine 
followers of Christ] 
 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to you through this text? Which soil are you? 
If you sense him saying you are one of the first three, I implore you – I beg you, please do two things 
today: 

a. Make a commitment to pray about this  
b. Meet with someone URGENTLY to discuss this message  

If you are Good soil, decide today to sow God’s Word by living out God’s Word – ACT on God’s Word 
each day 


