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I had an earnest conversation during the week and Hebrews 11:6 came up –I  realised that I had never preached 
on this important verse… and didn’t know that I would just days later. 

 
Hebrews 11:6 ‘And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him’.  

The context is Hebrews 11:1-2 ‘Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 
This is what the ancients were commended for’.  Then there are a series of examples from Israel’s history. 

The second mentioned is Enoch but unlike the others the scriptures do not mention just how he acted in faith – 
Noah built an ark, Abram journeyed from Babylonia, but Enoch… 

So Paul (we assume he is the author), argues that Enoch was commended as one who pleased God – no one 
can please God without evidencing faith – therefore Enoch must have been a man of faith. In arguing for this, 
Paul tells us something of significance – ‘anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek him’.  

 

Those who don’t believe that God exists are called Atheists. So would an atheist expect anything good from a 
god who doesn’t exist? Of course not. But Christians aren’t atheists… well perhaps in a practical sense, some 
are. 

In 2010 Craig Groeschel wrote a book titled ‘The Christian Atheist: When you believe in God but live as if He 
doesn’t exist’. His chapter titles describe what he means – listen to some of them: Each begins with the words 
‘When you believe in God but... .’ 

a) When you believe in God but don’t really know him. 
b) … but aren’t sure He loves you. 
c) … but don’t think He’s fair. 
d) … but pursue happiness at any cost. 
e) … but trust more in money. 
f) … but don’t share your faith 
g) When you believe in God, but not in His church. 

 

It’s worth thinking a little about whether you agree with these… and whether you tick any of the boxes – or rather 
know anyone who does.  

Now it’s one thing to believe that God exists, but another to truly believe in His goodness: 



That He ‘rewards’ those who earnestly seek Him – respond with compassion to us. 
That He has our eternal best interests at heart. 
That He is loving and compassionate, righteous and just towards us. 

If we don’t believe these things yet are not atheists, then in what way are we expressing a faith that is pleasing to 
God? Obedient duties? Good works? Rituals? 

You know, of the seven markers of Christian Atheism described here, it all comes down to the first one listed: 
‘When you believe in God but don’t really know Him.’ Here are some questions folk who don’t really know God 
often ask and ask often: 

How can God really care when He doesn’t answer my prayers… the way I expect Him to, 
How can He be loving when He doesn’t prevent innocents from brutality and abuse? 
How can God be righteous and just yet condemn most of the world’s population to Hell? 

These are tough questions that all of us have pondered on from time to time – but someone who knows God 
processes them differently to someone who does not know Him. Someone who knows God responds; “I know 
God as good, caring, and righteous and I do not yet understand why… (Fill in the blank)” You see, there are two 
basic responses to the things we don’t understand and they reveal our relationship with God: 

I don’t understand, so how can God be good or real/? 
God is both real and good, but I do not yet understand. 

There is nothing wrong with wrestling with tough questions and seeking understanding, but our approach to them 
is fundamentally important.  

 
Let me set out briefly the basis for my faith in the existence and goodness of God. 

Karl Barth (Famous Swiss theologian who died in 1968) was asked to put into one single sentence the essence 
of his faith, he replied; “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” 

 

I have studied and interrogated the Bible; have tested it over four decades and found it to be a trustworthy 
revelation of God and His ways. Above all else, I find that the Bible presents me with a comprehensive 
description of God’s nature and character… in and through JESUS. Hebrews 1:3 ‘The Son is the radiance of 
God's glory and the exact representation of his being’ And I have come to know this Jesus at a deeply personal 
level and have experienced how kind and trustworthy He really is. And, starting from this position of faith, I have 
been able to construct a theology that provides me with acceptable answers to the ‘but’ questions of life. My 
belief and experience is by no means unique, for God makes Himself known to ALL who earnestly seek Him.  

Deuteronomy 4:29 ‘If you seek the Lord your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and 
with all your soul’.  

Jeremiah 29:13-14 ‘You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by 
you," declares the Lord’. 

Hebrews 11:6 ‘And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him’.  

 
Now what about you? Do you know Him as He has revealed himself in and through Jesus? If not, are you 
committed to seeking Him until you find Him in Christ Jesus? Starting right now? Any other response is surely 
just a form of Christian Atheism. 

  



 


