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Introduction 
 
Listen carefully to what I am about to say: “Grace is cheap.” For those who didn’t hear me the first time, I am going 
to repeat, but hang on to that emotion that you first felt in your heart as you heard the statement, whether you feel 
happiness, gratefulness or whatever other emotion you experience. I repeat, “Grace is cheap!”  
 
This is radical, but yet part of why Jesus died for us on the cross. It was so that we can live our lives in abundance 
with the knowledge that we are forgiven. Today’s sermon is not directed at any one person, but it is about 
challenging everyone.  
 
The nice thing about church is it brings people together. With the common denominator being Jesus. So we accept 
each other because we believe in the same thing and that is what the Bible tells us to do. There is nothing wrong 
with that.  When we come together as a group of people, for whatever reason – it could be church on Sunday, or 
sharing time with friends at a braai or any kind of get-together Just think about who you meet and how Jesus  is 
often the word used to gain acceptance within a group. Jesus becomes our ticket to being accepted. 
 
Still, not too much wrong with that, but here comes the kicker. We are not supposed to use the name of Jesus just to 
find acceptance. We can find acceptance through other ways and in different places, by having something in 
common with another person/s. Listen to me, having Jesus in common is the best thing to have in common, but if 
our reason is to find a group just to listen to my ‘same old story’ in the hope of being restored, Jesus should not be 
the common denominator to find a group, but rather finding Jesus and being restored by Him. 
 
So why am I saying this, think back at that initial emotion we had, in when I said; “Grace is cheap.” Have you ever 
heard the saying, “we are not saved by works, but for works”? If it is “saved for works”, I understand this to mean 
that we have a responsibility. What is our responsibility – to be comfortable or to grow? Easy answer, but how well 
do we manage to get to the part….saved for works? 
 
3 Dear friends, I had been eagerly planning to write to you about the salvation we all share. But now I find 
that I must write about something else, urging you to defend the faith that God has entrusted once for all 
time to His holy people. 4I say this because some ungodly people have wormed their way into your churches, 
saying that God’s marvellous grace allows us to live immoral lives. The condemnation of such people was 
recorded long ago, for they have denied our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
This text is loaded with responsibility. It was written by Jude, which most scholars agree, was the little brother of 
Jesus. Jude is writing to believers and he starts by speaking about salvation. He might as well have written to us, the 
global modern day Christian, as it holds true to what we see in other churches today.  
 
I would like to highlight some key points, Jude is addressing those who have experienced God’s marvellous grace. 
Remember that emotion when I said, grace is cheap, it is literally one prayer of repentance, but then comes 
responsibility! 
 



We need to defend the faith. It is entrusted to us! How do we do that without knowing Him? We need get to know 
Him by…reading His Word and also to know His Word. I know at the moment it sounds a bit like a running 
commentary, but these two verses have so much to discuss and to remember. Bear with me, I really want us all to 
remember the key points of these 2 verses.  
 
Why do we, holy people, need to defend our faith? It is because ungodly people have wormed their way into 
churches. Those who are supposed to be holy, are influencing us with ungodly truths. Holy and ungodly are exact 
opposites. Again our responsibility is highlighted in that we need to know the truth for ourselves. If we do not know 
the truth, we can mistakenly live immoral lives. Verse four finishes with condemnation.  
Do we still feel grace is cheap? My purpose is not to replace that initial emotion of happiness with shame but it is 
merely to open our eyes to the importance of what Jude is saying. Yes, what Jesus did was radical… but I still have a 
responsibility.  
 
Grace is cheap, was said controversially on purpose. It is true, but there is way more to grace.  I want us all to know 
that we have a responsibility to know Him and to know His Word. We need to want to be restored as this forms a big 
part of our growth. We need to take ownership and be accountable in our responsibility!  
We could say that it is true that grace is cheap. It costs us nothing apart from a sincere prayer of repentance. Yet we 
make grace cheap, when we do not own up to what our responsibility is, to what is entrusted to His holy people  - 
and this is to defend the faith.  
 
To sum it all up, grace is cheap, but it is not supposed to be made cheap. What I am trying to illustrate here is that 
the saying, “grace is cheap”, is a half-truth. It is so close to the truth it sounds like the truth. It masquerades as the 
truth. This is what is worming its way into the modern day church.  
 
A half-truth makes His marvellous grace becomes cheap. In a sense, it feels like it is okay that I live an immoral life, 
because I take His marvellous grace out of context. What I am about to say now might sound bad in church, but deep 
down we all know what I am talking about. To those who are not married, adultery is sex outside of marriage in 
biblical language and that is immoral. To those who are married or not, lust is a form of immorality. It is a long list. 
But it starts with the small things that worm their way into the church. We need to know Jesus, to defend against 
half-truths.  
 
I’ve got a few examples. Some may think I do not lead an immoral life, but by not owning up to my responsibility to 
know His Word leads me to believing in half-truths. Yes that is you and that is me too. Please give some thought to 
whether they are true biblical truths or half-truths: 

 That what is agreed upon earth by two or more, will be done in heaven (Matt 18:19) – half truth. This verse 
has to do with church discipline and God supporting decisions based on His word. So why is it a half truth? 
Because we manipulate the verse so that we can be justified in what we want.   

 “Just say sorry afterwards, we are under grace” – half truth. The motives of our heart are clear and that is 
what Jesus is interested in. It is not about the word sorry, but our heart attitude. True repentance is a 
change of behaviour.  

 Here is a tough one, what about E-Tolls, do I know enough about the bible and E-tolls to make a judgement 
call. If not, go do your homework. I am going out on a limb. Is anyone brave enough to give their opinion 
about E-Tolls? (look at Romans  13:1-2; John 9:11; Daniel  2:21) Here is a thought: In submitting to 
governance, Jesus, an innocent man, submitted to the capital punishment of the times - death on a cross. All 
I am saying is, you need to know the Word and know all about the E-Toll to make that judgement call.  

 
It can be very tricky to distinguish between half-truths and biblical truths, as they sound very similar. In actual fact 
sometimes I want to believe the half-truth because it suits me better.  But a half-truth opens the door to an immoral 
life. There are many more examples of half-truths, but I’m not here to discipline. I am here merely to make sure that 
we, His holy people understand our responsibility to know the biblical truth.  It is important to realize that we all 
have preconceived ideas. These ideas might be in opposition to the bible, but instead of seeking the truth in the 
Word, it is easier to find a version of the truth that suits my preconceived ideas. That by itself is living in a half-truth 
and making a mockery of His marvellous grace. 
 
We shouldn’t only come together because we know Jesus, we should come together because we want to know Jesus 
better! That puts us in the position to take up our responsibility to get to know Him, to be able to defend the faith 
that has been entrusted to us. If I find myself living in a half-truth, that makes His marvellous grace cheap. Repent.  



The question is how do I take up this responsibility? One way is to read the Word systematically and ask questions as 
you go. Another way is to join a cell group. The purpose of a cell group is to come together to know Jesus better. It is 
also to discuss and test what was preached the previous Sunday. To distinguish what is holy and what is ungodly 
from what I hear in the world. In time I’ll be able to defend against what is against ungodly. In His grace lies a 
massive responsibility. Let us not take what is ‘cheap’ and make it cheaper. 
 
So what is my next step? It is to become accountable, to join a cell group. To attend the cell group regularly. To read 
the Word. Read the Word either from cover to cover or read a bit from the Old Testament and bit from the New 
every day - but read every word. This will enable us to defend what has been entrusted to us. To be watchful and 
guard against the ungodly. Not allowing the infiltration of ungodly teaching or the acceptance and belief of half-
truths.  In the same vein, we are called to love the unbelievers and not judge them. This kind of love flows from His 
marvellous grace.  
 
 I am not saying each and every one should specialise in theology, I am saying know the Word because it is there that 
we find true happiness and freedom. Knowing the Word is not always to be stuck in one form of a debate or 
another, but instead to listen to the Holy Spirit. God says He will give us wisdom if we ask. One of the gifts of the 
Spirit is discernment (1 Corinthians 12:10 and 1 Thessalonians 5:21). Trust that when the time comes the Holy Spirit 
will empower you when and where you need it…. but equally important is your responsibility to know Him better.   
 
Conclusion 

I am aware that we all know that we are saved by grace. Now I hope that we will all recognise that in this grace lies 
responsibility. We need to know the Word, to live by the Word and defend our faith against those who are ungodly. 
Grace is marvellous – Understand and get to know Jesus more and more, by committing to read every word of the 
Bible and join a cell group.  

Amen 

 


