
 

Sermon Notes: 

Preacher:   Shaun Coetzee          

Text:  Psalm 100 

Title: A Psalm of Action 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The message for today is a call to action. Psalm 100 is short but powerful and we are going to work through 
each of the five verses this morning. As we do this, take note of the verbs (action words) in our outline for 
today. 

1. Shout 
2. Serve 
3. Sing 
4. Know 
5. Enter  

 Please turn with me to Psalm 100:1-5 (New King James Version).                                                                                                                         

I. Raise your voice to God: "Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands" (Verse 1).  

The original words joyful and shout signify a glad shout or to give a blast (as on a trumpet) such as loyal 
subjects give when their king appears among them. In our culture we don't see royalty very often, but it 
would be like shouting at a celebrity in admiration to give them acclaim. The KJV uses the words ‘Joyful 
noise’, and perhaps we could associate the joyful noise that comes from the supporters when the 
Springboks run onto the field. 

What does it say about our view of God, our Creator and loving Father, if we sit quietly during worship? 
When we come to church, our agenda is to meet with God. God's agenda is to meet with us. We raise our 
voices to worship him. This is not being rude or disrespectful. As we encounter Him in worship, we simply 
cannot be quiet. We are not raising our voices to draw attention to ourselves. We are shouting for joy 
because the Lord is among us.  

So, the action word in this verse is ‘Shout’. Let us joyfully shout to the Lord.  

II. Serve the Lord with gladness: "Serve the Lord with gladness" (Verse 2).  

The psalmist here speaks of a specific and personal activity of praising God. We glorify God by ascribing to 
him the honor and adoration due to him because he is God. So, what does it mean to serve God? First, it 
means to give what you have as a symbol of your gratitude and devotion. Serving Him with your time, 
talent, gifts, service, and money – with a joyful heart. It also means to serve others in the name of Jesus 
Christ. In the Parable of the Great Judgment, Jesus commended the faithful for showing kindness to those 
in need. He said, “I was hungry and you gave me food to eat, I was thirsty, and you gave me drink 
….” When the faithful asked, “When did we see you, Lord?” He said, “In as much as you did it to one of the 
least of these, my brothers, you did it unto me.” (Matthew 25:35-36, 40). To serve the Lord with gladness is 
to be a cheerful giver, lending a helping hand to those in need, showing mercy to those who are struggling, 
practicing random acts of kindness wherever you go – not out of obligation or duty – but out of gratitude for 
what God has done for you. 

The action word in this verse, is ‘Serve’. Let us serve the Lord with gladness. 



 

III. Draw near to God with singing: “Come before His presence with singing" (Verse 2).  

Our shouts will turn to song. Music is the form through which we often express our gladness, our joy, and 
our praise. Our songs are not to create our gladness, but to express it. Through our singing we approach 
God. There are 575 references to praise, singing, and music are found in the Bible. At the very center of 
the Bible there are one hundred and fifty songs - known as the Psalms. Right from the beginning and 
throughout history, music has been an essential link between God and his children and has played an 
important and essential part of our worship to God.  

The action word in this verse, is ‘Sing’: Let us sing to the Lord. 

IV. Acknowledge God: "Know that the Lord, He is God" (Verse 3). 

Here we acknowledge that Jesus is our Savior and submit to him as Lord. We remind ourselves of who 
God is, and, at the same time, we are reminded of who we are too. He is the Creator; we are the created. 
He is the shepherd; we are the sheep. He is the Supreme Commander; we are his people. We are 
completely dependent on him for everything. In other words, he is God; we are not. 

The action word in this verse, is ‘Know.’ Let us know that the Lord is God! Let us acknowledge Him for who 
He is. 

V. Open the door to God: "Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise" (Verse 4).  

Drawing an analogy from the temple, the Psalmist informs us as to how we can open the door into God's 
presence. The gates were a part of the outer wall that surrounded the temple grounds. One entered the 
temple complex through the gates. As we enter God's presence we enter his gates with thanksgiving - here 
we thank God for what he has done. Once through the gates, the worshipper enters the courts with praise - 
here we extol God for who he is. One gets a sense of movement from the outside to the inside, moving 
closer to the presence of God.  

Praise is not worship. It sets the stage for worship. Praise anticipates what is to come, entering the 
presence of God. Praise precedes worship, leading to worship, and worship is the way into an encounter 
with the living God. This is why we start with praise in our services. David wrote of God, "But You are holy, 
enthroned on the praises of Israel" (Psalm 22:3). God is enthroned in our praises. Thus, our praise creates 
the atmosphere for an audience with the King. We come before God with thanksgiving and praise on our 
lips and in our hearts.  

The psalmist lays out the foundation of being thankful with an attitude of praise before God. The call to 
enter his gates is a call to come to the tabernacle for worship but it was more than just entering the gates, it 
was a call to come and meet with God. These gates were the only way to get in. The tabernacle was the 
key place of worship in Israel prior to the building of the temple. It was not a permanent building and could 
be moved from location to location. The set up was always the same with an outer area surrounding the 
inner tent of the tabernacle. The call is to come before God with a spirit of thanksgiving. (The meaning of 
this word was a thank offering). Bringing a thank offering to God included a number of things: confession, 
songs and a sacrifice. Sometimes the Israelites had a service procession prior to giving a thank offering 
that involved a line of people entering the tabernacle with shouting and songs of praise.  

The outer courts, were a place of prayer and worship, and was a central place used during times of 
thanksgiving normally held during Sukkot, (the Feast of Tabernacles). Sukkot was a time of giving thanks 
and praising God. To praise meant to offer songs of worship that focus on the greatness of God. The 
purpose of Sukkot was to remember how God delivered the people from slavery in Egypt and guided them 
through the wilderness. He not only guided them but also provided and protected them. Today we 
remember what God did for us through Jesus. 

The action word in this verse, is ‘Enter.’ Let’s enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. 

 



 

VI. Give thanks to God and bless His name: "Be thankful to Him and bless His name" (Verse 4).  

The psalmist seems to repeat the call for praise and thanksgiving near the end of the verse. Hebrew writers 
don’t repeat themselves unless they want to give what they are saying a deeper meaning. In this case, the 
Hebrew words in the opening of the verse are different from the words near the end of the verse. The 
difference adds distinction and clarification to the purpose of the psalmist. The second use of the word 
thanks is yadah, which means to humble oneself in an expression of gratitude. It also gives the 
understanding of proclaiming a personal need for God and to tell of God’s greatness. To give thanks is to 
express not only the depth of gratitude for the work of God, but also to share with others how amazing God 
has been to us. This echoes the statement in verse 1: Shout to the LORD. We are called to loudly proclaim 
or vocally share what God has done. We are to praise God and tell of His incredible greatness. We are to 
shout at the top of our lungs about how awesome and amazing our God is. 

The psalmist calls for God’s people to praise His name. The word here for praise is again different to the 
word used earlier in the verse. The word here is barach which means to bless another, to kneel before 
another and to proclaim blessing. Our praise is a way that we can bless God in return for the blessings that 
He has bestowed upon us. We are also to share those blessings with others because of what God has 
done for us. 

Why should we give thanks to God? 

We give thanks because God is good. God is declared as being good. In Hebrew, good is the highest of 
all compliments. There is nothing better than good. The psalmist is saying that God is beyond the measure 
of greatness. His mercy is everlasting and his truth endures to all generations 

We give thanks because God loves us. 

God loves us beyond our ability to comprehend. The depth of God’s love is seen in His actions toward 
sinful humanity. God chose to send Jesus to us and buy us back from the power of sin and death. Some 
translations say mercy or lovingkindness. The Hebrew word here for love deals with action and not merely 
emotion. God’s love for us moved Him to action on our behalf. 

We give thanks because God is faithful 

We are to give thanks because He is faithful to us. The Hebrew word means to stand firm, to be steadfast 
and to be stable. God is our stability in an insecure world. He is our source of strength when the world 
around us crumbles. God is our rock when we are weary. He is everything that we will ever need. God is 
always faithful even when we are not. 

As we have seen this morning, Psalm 100 is an “action psalm” and I would like to motivate you all to: 

1. Joyfully shout to the Lord. 
2. Serve Him with gladness 
3. Sing unto the Lord 
4. Acknowledge Him for who He is. 
5. Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. 

 AND then: To bless His name! 

 

 

 

 


