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Introduction: 

On the 26th of September, the Citizen read, “A decrease of 69 000 jobs in the second quarter” – (Stats SA). I am 
pretty sure all of us can relate to unemployment and the challenges of being without an income. Even as a business 
owner, finding work is a major challenge. But God is all powerful, so why should I, a Christian struggle? 
 
I would like to ask for a bit of leniency, as the initial statement is harsh, but has been asked by believers and non-
believers alike. The next statement is going to focus on the believer and could possibly be pretty painful to some.  I 
do however feel that it is necessary and will develop into the main point during the sermon.  
 
I pray and I believe that God is all powerful, and have faith in “Hallowed be Your Name”. I pray and pray and pray 
and pray, yet I do not get that job, which I am sure you agree with me, is a basic need. Then I pray and pray and pray, 
but my loved ones do not get healed. I could even be struggling with my own health – but still nothing.  
 
My deeply personal prayers, which we all have at some point, where we truly pray for an answer, and yet there is 
the controversy or debate of trying to understand why His name should be made holy if my prayers are not being 
answered. We believe the Word of God, we follow God and yet the real-life reality sets in.  
 
Let stop for a moment. I asked why His Name should be made Holy if prayers remain unanswered, especially if I am 
experiencing difficult situations all the time.  Just spend a moment thinking about how you feel about this.    
 
 
Matthew 6: 1 to 18 deals with giving, it deals with fasting and prayer. These are all means to sanctify His name or to 
make His name Holy. To “Hallow His Name.” In doing all this, isn’t it okay to expect my prayer to be answered 
because I have been a ‘good Christian’ in making His Name Holy? I almost want to say it is acceptable to have an 
expectation of this being a two way street. I do something in order to get something.  
 
Yet, prayers are unanswered even though I do my upmost to make His name Holy.  
In the context of Matthew 6, Jesus was addressing an eternal truth. This means, it is as applicable today as it was 
then. Jesus was making a point on the motives behind our actions.   Are my motives pure and do my actions reflect a 
motive that I am using only to try and convince others with? The best way I can explain this is to use a modern day 
example. Imagine your favourite personality or sports team playing. Maybe you are going to take part in an activity 
you love, like camping. We would make all the preparation in advance. Get all the beverages and snacks ready – 
even wear a favourite rugby jersey for a big game. I put time aside to get all this ready, and make sure I have the 
time set aside to watch my favourite sport, and then of course having the time afterwards to celebrate. I want to be 
seen supporting what I love. While my team is winning I am happy and it feels like everything is going well for me.  
What if they lose?  All of a sudden I feel no more joy. I feel no more willingness to give my time or support to their 
cause. I almost want nothing to do with them. It seems like it is human nature to lose interest and care less if things 
do not go my own way.  
 
 



Please turn with me to Matthew 6 verses 9 to 15.  
“This, then, is how you should pray:  

 ‘Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your Name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. ’ 

For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not 
forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” 

It is wonderful to pray ‘Hallowed by Your Name’ if everything is good and going my way, it is even better praying the 
words, ‘Your will be done’, especially if is aligned with my will. But what if things are happening the way I want?  Is the 
joy of the Lord dependent on my position or the Lord’s position? We all know the answer to that, my joy should be 
based on the Lord being the constant. But in reality it is not so easy. ‘Hallowed be Your name’, means to make holy or 
sanctify His name. The major difference being, it is not supposed to be a public display like the example of a big rugby 
game that I mentioned earlier.  It must be in deep inner personal relationship with Him, the Creator of everything.  

Think about the 69 000 people who lost their jobs in the second quarter. I am sure there were Jesus followers among 
them. We pray constantly for those we care about, yet we do not always get the result that we want. Is it easy to 
sanctify or make His Name holy in these circumstances? In tough times the world looks pretty attractive. I might betray 
my closest friend just to survive, I would consider and perhaps act against the law, just because I need to do something 
in order to so to get to the forefront and take the lead. Knowing I am doing wrong, I may even condone my behaviour, 
saying to myself; “I’ll ask for forgiveness later.”  

Jesus teaches us in our inner room, our battleground where we learn and acknowledge that Jesus is our source. It is 
between Jesus and me. It is personal. It is fasting unto Him, it is giving so that others do not know and it is praying and 
being an active listener in that deeply personal place with Him.   
As with our preparation with our favourite personality or team, we should make time to seek Him in our secret place. 
At times it is much easier, putting on the face paint and the rugby/cricket jersey in the world, and there is nothing 
wrong with this, if our balance is correct.  
 
Maybe it would be better to pray and meditate on the circumstances saying; “I was retrenched Lord”, “I lost a loved 
one, Lord”.  
“Lord, if I need to truly pray, ‘Hallowed be Your name,’ teach me.”  
“If it is ‘Your will be done’, help me,  
“And if it is ‘Your kingdom come’, use me.” 
 
Our focus should always be Him. It should be Lord our country is a mess, but I depend on You. It should be I am sick, 
but use me. It should be, Lord it is about You and not what I need.  
 
It is so very challenging to accept He loves us, while we are struggling, yet His love is constant. He loves us all the time. 
If I need to be wholeheartedly vulnerable, my love is dependent on what I get in return. Sometimes it even serves as 
a tool to be accepted into a group. After all we all are Christians and therefore we should be friends with one another. 
It is not so much dependent on Jesus first, but more on Him being our common denominator.  
 
In actual fact, ’Hallowed be Your name’, has a component of fear of the Lord in that. To make Holy is a realisation that 
the fear of the Lord is the fear of being without Him. The fear of being without Him should scare me! Life is tough and 
often things happen that are not as I planned or prayed, but I need to trust Him. I need to pray to Him and listen, I 
need to seek Him, I need to thank Him, and I need to ask for forgiveness and forgive! In short I need to know Him and 
using the Holy Bible is one of the means to do so. Asking the Holy Spirit to show and guide me is critical.  
 
Jesus said, “If you love Me keep my commandments” – John 14:15. ‘Hallowed be your Name’, means make His name 
Holy in all times: in the good and in the bad times. It’s the knowledge and belief that God’s power exceeds this life. He 



knows our heart and our motives.  Therefore, we should fear not being in relationship with Him. We should seek Him 
for Him. We are saved for obedience to Him in this life.   
 
I’ll share something personal, preparing this message was not easy. For many reasons, but mostly because of un-
forgiveness. I had been holding onto something, I could say to the Lord; “I can forgive this and that, but Lord I am 
just able and cannot forgive a certain person. Lord I am sorry, but I cannot.” Yet the Lord helped me in my secret 
place and with me being honest with Him. He took me to a place of being able to forgive. I have to add, the thoughts 
still keep on coming back, but forgiveness itself is a lifelong repetitive step of obedience.  
 
The truth is, our actions, are guided by our motives which in turn are guided by heart. We need to seek and listen to 
the Lord in our secret place, to allow Him to deeply touch our heart.  
 
If we could prayerfully in our secret place ask; “Lord help me, may I make Your name Holy, and may I sanctify Your 
name,” we would change the way we act, reflecting the fruits of the Holy Spirit. This will bring about a change not 
only in me, but in my circle of friends, my fellow countrymen and the world. That change could ignite something and 
it starts with truly knowing how to revere “Hallowed be Your Name.”  
 
Conclusion 

Church, I ask that we truly act out from the perspective of “Hallowed by your Name” especially in tough times. Seek 
Him for His sake, in your most vulnerable place. Be prepared to know that obedience is not easy, but it is part of 
making His Name holy. Let the fear of being without Him, far outweigh the world’s attractions. Especially if His will 
be done means that I do not get my will. Let us step out of our comfort zone into this holy place with him in order to 
live Hallowed be Your Name! 

Amen 

  

 


