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Good morning family, 
 
As we work through the scripture this morning, I ask that you use the following questions as a measuring 
stick of your passion for and your obedience to Christ.  
 
1. How determined are we to continue with our mission? 
2. How determined are we to do our best for the Lord? 
3. How often do you speak about the Lord and what He has done for us? 
4. Are we totally dependent on the Lord? 
5. Can people see these qualities in our lives? 
 
Acts Chapter 26 is one of the most dynamic scenes in the whole Bible.  It is in this chapter that the Apostle 
Paul stands before King Agrippa and gives his personal testimony to him.  
 
Take note that Paul is not on trial before Agrippa, even though he makes a defense before him.  He was 
standing before Agrippa in order that Agrippa might help Festus, the Roman governor of Judea, to get 
some concrete evidence that Paul was guilty.    
 
Festus was the Roman governor of Judea, an ex-soldier, and a very skilled administrator who was noted for 
his fairness and justice with those whom he governed. He was, however, a politician who was willing to 
sacrifice Paul on the altar of political expediency. Festus was a polite, smooth, cunning and, in one sense, 
an unprincipled man, for he would bend the law if it served his own political ends. Festus could find nothing 
in Paul’s life with which to charge him, and this put him in a most embarrassing situation to send Paul all 
the way to Rome to appear before Caesar, who was then the Emperor Nero, with no charges which would 
hold.  
 
Agrippa, better known as King Agrippa II, was a member of the Herod family. This was a rotten family and a 
long line of Christ-haters, going back to Herod the Great who put all male children two years old and 
younger to death in order to kill Jesus. Agrippa was a Jew who had been trained in Rome and was strongly 
attached to the Romans. He was so loyal to the Romans that in 70 A.D. he united his troops with the 
Romans and destroyed Jerusalem and the temple. Agrippa was an intelligent man and a good ruler, better 
than the others in his family.  He was a powerful man because he had the authority to appoint the high 
priest in Israel. He knew the Mosaic Law and claimed to be a practicing Jew. He also wanted to know 
something more about this man Paul, who was called the pest by unbelieving Jews. 
 
This was not a trial before Agrippa but merely a time of questioning Paul, for neither Festus nor Agrippa 
could do anything to Paul since he cried out “Apello” -- “I appeal to Caesar.”  Roman law demanded that 
Paul, a Roman citizen, be sent to Caesar because he had made this appeal.  
 
  



However, God arranged this whole hearing in order to have Paul fulfill his commission which stated he 
would speak to Jews, Gentiles and kings (Acts 9:15). Paul was a Roman prisoner in Caesarea.  He had 
been tried before Festus and found innocent. Festus was a new governor and when Agrippa came to pay 
him an official state visit, Festus spoke to Agrippa about this prisoner Paul, and Agrippa asked if he might 
talk with Paul, probably out of curiosity and also to help Festus in getting concrete charges against Paul.  
Festus arranged for the meeting to be held at a state banquet for Agrippa and Bernice.  
  
Before we get into the word, we also need to know the circumstances in which Paul found himself. 
This was a stressful and frustrating time for Paul. At the time he had been under house arrest for more than 
two years. He was accused and arrested in Jerusalem by the Jewish Sanhedrin. Following an appeal to 
Caesar, he was brought to Caesarea, where he remained bound. While in Caesarea, he was examined by 
two Roman governors, Felix and Festus.  
 
That was some context and it helps to set the scene.  
 
19 “So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 20 First to those in Damascus, 
then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached that they should repent 
andt turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds.21 That is why some Jews seized me in 
the temple courts and tried to kill me. 22 But God has helped me to this very day; so I stand here and testify 
to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen— 23 
that the Messiah would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his 
own people and to the Gentiles.” 24 At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your 
mind, Paul!” he shouted. “Your great learning is driving you insane.” 25 “I am not insane, most excellent 
Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying is true and reasonable. 26 The king is familiar with these things, 
and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not 
done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.” 28 Then Agrippa said to 
Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?” 29 Paul replied, 
“Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what 
I am, except for these chains.” Acts 26:19-29 (NIV) 
 
These verses reveal Paul’s commitment to his calling to Christ. 
There is no way that that Paul could have been this committed if he did not have a passion for Christ. 
Paul speaks of: 
1. His determination to continue with his mission 
2. His ministry and message; Verse 20 “First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their 
repentance by their deeds.” 
3. His misery because of his commitment: Verse 21; “That is why some Jews seized me in the temple 
courts and tried to kill me.” Paul was not seeking sympathy from Agrippa; he just wanted him to know the 
Jews desired to kill him because he proclaimed truth.” 
4. His dependence and confidence; Verse 22 “But God has helped me to this very day; so I stand here and 
testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would 
happen” 
And finally,  
5. His assurance; Verse 23 “that the Messiah would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would 
bring the message of light to his own people and to the Gentiles.” 
 
Chartwell Village Church has taken the call to enter the mission field and we are taking the commission to 
go and make disciples, very seriously. 
 
How are we measuring up? 

How determined are we to continue with our mission? 
How determined are we to do our best for the Lord? 



How often do we speak about the Lord and what He has done for us? 
Are we totally dependent on the Lord? 
Can people see these qualities in our lives? 

 
How would we rate our passion for Christ? Verse 29 might stir that passion a notch higher. 
Hear what Paul says in response to Agrippa’s question in verse 28. 
Verse 28 “Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a 
Christian?” In verse 29 Paul replies; “Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but 
all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.” 
 
WOW, Can we say this? 
 
Paul’s passion for Christ had developed into pure dedication. When I say that Paul had pure dedication, it 
means he was totally reliant on the Lord for everything. Jesus came 1st in everything. 
 
Can we say this? In our busy lives today, can we say this? 
 
Paul’s passion had also developed into passion for unbelievers. He wanted them to know the Lord and to 
have what he had! 
 
Can we say this?  
All this stems from our ‘passion for Christ.‘ How do we get this ‘passion for Christ? 
We get this love and passion by reminding ourselves continually of what the Lord has done for us. 
And because of what the Lord has done for us, we will want to please Him and obey Him. We will want 
others to have what we have in Jesus 
 
My brothers and sisters in Christ, I would like to challenge each and every one present here this morning, 
myself included, to become enthusiastic about speaking about Jesus and the gospel out there in the 
mission field. It is not only speaking about Jesus - but to speak about Jesus with enthusiasm! 
 
We have freely received this wonderful gift of grace and we must spread the message. 
 
Thank you Jesus 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 


