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Introduction: 

At some point I’m sure all of us have heard the lyrics “make the circle bigger”. Pop culture dictates it’s about 
increasing my following. On YouTube, a certain amount of money gets paid to you depending on how many 
followers you have. More Facebook friends, more followers on Instagram and Twitter…it is all about more and more 
and more. Look at the Kardashians as an example. They are making millions out of their latest perfume launch, just 
because of their social media following. Reality stars are born on the same principle. It is hashtag this and hashtag 
that. My point is that it is all about more and more and more! These days, it feels as though success is measured by 
how many followers you have or how many likes you receive. I suppose this measurement should hold true for 
spreading the gospel too. We are instructed to spread the Good News message to the ends of the earth. Today, we 
see mega churches, which are measured by the number of attendees.  Perhaps the “more and more and more” 
principle holds true even for the Christian then, right?  
 
It would make sense that growth is related to a great figure and/or a great leader. Look at George Washington, the 
first American president; he was a war hero and won the first American election with a 100% of the votes. His re-
election was the same. In a similar sense Churchill, Roosevelt and all other greater leaders can be directly linked to 
well-developed countries.  Their following is what made it possible to make the difference. If they had no following, 
they would have had great ideas only. 
 
It is really easy to see that the principle of “more and more and more,” can easily be linked to success. Then the 
same must apply to church and to Jesus….. Does it?  
 
Before we get into John 6:66-69, I would like to establish briefly what those who followed Jesus witnessed.  They 
witnessed Jesus healing a man at the pool of Bethesda, Jesus feeding 5000, and Jesus walking on the sea, to name 
just a few examples. From my perspective, if there were hashtags in those days, Jesus would surely be trending. 
From a cultural perspective, I am sure there was a lot of talk surrounding Jesus and his following became more and 
more and more. His stature and status grew in the eyes of those following Him. I think his followers were filled with 
a sense of awe. His followers back then must have thought, “I will follow this Man to the end of the earth.” 
 
Then it happened that Jesus challenged them with something else… It was meant for them to take some 
responsibility and become more like Him. He asked them to eat His flesh and drink His blood. It was meant 
figuratively. Jesus further explained in verse 63: “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have 
spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life.” 
 
The Greek word used here for disciples, “mathētēs” means, ‘one who is rather constantly associated with someone 
who has a teaching reputation or a particular set of views, disciple, adherent’. At this point, the people following 
Jesus consisted of 2 groups – the twelve and then His larger following. I would like to remind everyone that both 
these above mentioned groups witnessed His miracles. It would really be unthinkable to desert such a man even if 
he was challenging those to take some responsibility.  
 
Please turn with me to John 6 verse 66 to 69. I am reading from the New Living Translation: “ 66 At this point many of 
his disciples turned away and deserted him. 67 Then Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked, “Are you also going to 
leave?” 



68 Simon Peter replied, “Lord, to whom would we go? You have the words that give eternal life. 69 We believe, and we 
know you are the Holy One of God.” 

  
It seems unbelievable, those who were His associates and followers, turned away and left. They saw Jesus doing 
many miracles. Imagine seeing someone walking on water and multiplying food as Jesus did. Yet, they felt the 
pressure of that responsibility to grow. They were not asked to change the world, just to take ownership for their 
spiritual growth. 
 
Jesus did not try and correct the large group of followers before they deserted Him, He merely added in verse 63 to 
65: “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and 
life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not 
believe and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless 
the Father has enabled them.” 
 
There was no room for superficial believers trying to increase the amount of followers or the attendance. There was 
only room for those who wanted to choose growth. Choosing to grow in the Spirit, taking responsibility, and taking 
ownership, was too much for the large group following Him.  

 
As we know, it was the disciples who were instructed in Matthew 28 to spread the gospel. Not the associates in 
other words, the large group, but the disciples, the true Jesus followers. 
 
On our Sunday bulletin heading, we have a statement which leads to a question…”Some stayed, most left…was there 
growth?” The answer is yes, there was growth. Not as I would expect, it was first a responsibility of taking 
ownership, then walking the somewhat more challenging road, but true growth in this case was in the minority. To 
put it into context, Mandela had a following and so did Hitler. Mandela used it for the better and Hitler, not so much. 
Jesus did it very differently, He was interested in true believers. 2000 years later, Jesus’s true disciples are still 
changing the world.  
 
Where do we find ourselves today, in a church asking us to take responsibility for our walk? We are not being asked 
to change the world, but by allowing Christ to change us – so that we can be used in the world to spread the gospel 
and change the world for the better.  
 
I was reading this text some time ago and felt it clearly impressed on my heart, that Chartwell Village Church has 
asked the congregation to be an Acts church. Not wanting to grow attendance, but wanting to grow true Jesus 
followers. In this lies a responsibility to take ownership for our own walk. One thing we know, is that Jesus asked the 
disciples to spread the gospel, and they did this using the “Acts” model. There is no doubt in my mind that walking 
and following this model is the way to go. Look at a small group of people, the disciples, in the book of Acts. The 
church grew exponentially during persecution. The Gospel spread like wild fire on the Roman infrastructure. This is 
what Chartwell Village Church eldership believe they have heard from the Holy Spirit and felt led to ask us as a 
church to be obedient to Jesus and do the same. 
 
Then we find the mega churches, and yet there is hardly a difference between Christian and secular values and 
behavior. The modern day church model is based on entertainment, a consumeristic model rather than an Acts 
church model. These churches put great emphasis on the sound, the quality and temperature of the cappuccino and 
being accepted. All this rather than the truth as Jesus explained in John 6 from verse 41 to 65. It seems just too much 
of a responsibility. 
 
I must be honest and call a spade a spade, when the Church was asked to walk as the disciples did, a large group 
found it uncomfortable. I am not saying anything about salvation, I am not judging, but I am saying, thank you 
congregation staying and for choosing to follow Jesus by taking making a decision to take the responsibility to grow 
in Him.  
 
I do feel that as we grow in Jesus, the attendance will increase, but our focus is to equip and help others to follow 
Jesus Christ enter His circle of influence and be the difference.  
 
I want each and every one to remember, that the Word says submit to government, unless it is in direct opposition 
to the Word. It is not starting a prayer group at work if it is not allowed, but it is connecting in your two’s. It means 



meeting with a fellow true believer to pray, to share, to learn, to teach. It means looking after each other. It means 
to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the world. When a sharing opportunity occurs during a church service, a 
gathering or anything else, then take that time in the body to share, to pray, to be led by the Holy Spirit  
 
I can personally testify that I have experienced the Acts model in Chartwell Village Church with what our family has 
been through. I can testify of a small body, driving 200 odd kilometres to come and pray for us, bring us food, 
support us and many more things. Every time I share this in my circle, people are astounded at what Jesus did 
through Chartwell Village Church, with give or take, about 30 people. 
 
My purpose is not to criticise, but to encourage. An Acts church is what church is meant to be. Maybe, the shake-up 
we as a church have experienced is the Lord working actively in our body. I don’t know, but I can say, I have directly 
experienced how this model works and whenever I give testimony of this – it truly has inspired my circle of influence.  
 
Friends, fellow followers of the Jesus, be encouraged, be focussed on Jesus. Forget about numbers, and rather focus 
on growth.  
 
Conclusion 

To conclude, we are not called to simply be an associate of Christ Jesus, we are called to take responsibility for our 
growth in Jesus. We are not called to be merely seat warmers but to be the Acts disciples. Let us all focus on our 
responsibility to grow, starting with meeting in two’s as Doug requested several weeks ago. Let our growth not only 
reflect attendance, but let us show more and more and more accountabilty for our personal growth in Jesus Christ! 

Amen.  

 


