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Image you got lost in a barren landscape.  You have wandered around for a full day in the heat and you 

become extremely thirsty.  Your lips chapped and you are growing weaker by the moment.  All hope is lost.  

Then you see a little hut in the distance. Celebration! You find a water pump with a small jug of water.  

Next to the jug is a note that says “pour all the water into the top of the pump to prime it.  You must do 

this first to get the pump to work and the water you need.” 

What would you do?  If you trust the instructions and pour all the water back into the pump, the pump 

may not work, and you will land up with no water at all.   

If you drink just a little bit of water and pour the rest into the pump, maybe you can hedge your bets and 

still get the water.  But maybe it needs the full jug of water. If you trust the note and pour all the water 

into the pump and the pump works, you have more water than you ever dreamed of.  

After thinking about it you decide to risk it. You pour the full jug of water into the pump but nothing 

happens. You pump some more and nothing happens.  You get anxious and now regret not having at least 

a little sip of the water to help you along.  You sit down in a heap and give up.  Then…. No! You will not 

give up and start pumping again.  Suddenly there is a gurgling sound and the water starts to flow.  You 

now have enough water not just to drink but also to have a shower and fill your water bottles.  

The note also says, “After you have finished, please refill the jug for the next traveller.” You do this, but 

you also write at the bottom of the note, “Please do this exactly as it says, believe me, it works.” 

 

How do we prime our pump of faith?  Today I want us to take a journey through the eyes of Jairus who 

was asked to trust Jesus despite the circumstances around him and the jeers and doubts of his community.   

This story is found in Matthew, Mark and Luke.  If you want to follow in your Bibles, please turn to Mark 5 

starting at verse 10. 

Let us put ourselves into the context of this passage.  Jesus had done many miracles and there was a large 

crowd following him.  He had just healed a man possessed by a legion of demons. He crosses over the lake 

by boat and there is a large crowd waiting for him.  You can image everyone wants to get close to the man 

who is the source of all these miracles.  



Along comes Jairus.  He is a synagogue ruler.  This means he was more like an administrator – not a 

theologian. He was in charge of all the activities in the synagogue – organising who did what, when and 

how. He was a public figure – a well-known and respected name in the community.  

In Mark 5:22-23 he comes to Jesus and falls on his knees and starts pleading with Jesus to come and heal 

his little daughter of 12 years old. He says, "My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on 

her so that she will be healed and live."  

How would you feel at this point? 

You have seen your daughter get sick, called in the church leaders to pray for her, the doctors to give her 

medication and even sat at her bedside through the night but nothing is working.  You may have even 

pleaded with God to heal her and maybe even blamed God for her misfortune.  And then the doctors say, 

“There is nothing more we can do.  She is dying.” At this moment, I don’t think Jairus was thinking about 

his social position in the community.  He only wanted his daughter back. He is desperate enough to leave 

his daughter to seek out Jesus to heal her.   

Have you been in a situation like this?   

It could be a relationship that has gone cold, or an illness that does not go away or even worse, it gets 

more intense as you get older.  It could be a work situation, or that you have no work.  You have tried 

everything and nothing seems to have worked.   You have prayed, consulted and asked others to pray, 

asked for advice, tried different options, worried and spent endless amounts of money and time to get 

some relief.  Nothing changes! He asks, no - pleads with Jesus, with tears running down his cheeks and 

Jesus agrees to go with him. Relief … Jesus said yes.  There is hope again.  Have you had a word or a 

prayer said over you that has told you that Jesus has heard your prayers?  How long did this hope last?  

How strong was your faith at that point? There is focus and purpose back in Jairus’s life.  He has the healer 

walking beside him and he feels confident that all is well.  He directs Jesus to his home probably feeling 

important enough that Jesus would notice and agree to come with him to his home.  

Suddenly Jesus stops.  There is a big crowd bustling around him and people bump into each other, 

probably some pushing and shoving going on because everyone wants to get close to Jesus.  And suddenly 

he stops, turns around in the crowd and asks; ”Who touched my clothes?”  

There was a woman in the crowd who had suffered with bleeding and lived in torment for the same time 

that Jairus’s daughter was alive – twelve years.  She had also consulted doctors and spent everything she 

had and probably also got the “There is nothing more we can do for you,” speech from her doctors.  She 

comes behind Jesus because she thought, "If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed."  

Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.  

Why did she do this in secret?  According to Jewish law, anyone who touched her and anything she 

touched would be unclean.  Such a life of isolation and rejection.   



Jesus knew that power had gone out from him. What is interesting is that Jesus used the feminine pronoun 

for “Who”.  The Holy Spirit could have revealed to him who it was but he does not turn around and say, 

“You there – you touched me and I felt power go out of me”.  He asks “Who touched my clothes?”  

 

Why get this woman to come forward?  Why make this healing public?  

This woman had been humiliated, rejected and called unclean for twelve years.  Why would Jesus expose 

her like this?  We don’t know the exact reasons but what we do know Jesus’ character.    

Everyone is important. Jesus always makes time for a legitimate need. This woman was nobody – 

especially compared to the synagogue ruler – yet Jesus stopped from an important mission because ‘a 

nobody’ reached out in faith to Him.  

How did the disciples react?  They almost laughed at Jesus’ question.  “What?  You see the people 

crowding against you, and yet you can ask, ’Who touched me?’"  

There were many people touching and coming into contact with Jesus but only the one who reached out in 

faith got the healing. You can hang around Jesus all you want – but unless you reach out to Him and ask 

Him to heal you from the sickness of sin through faith in His sacrifice – you won’t get anything.  

 

The woman finally confesses it was her who touched his garment and approaches Jesus with fear.  She 

tells him the whole truth.  Isn’t it releasing when we confess everything before Father God.  Our fears, 

hopes and faith fully confessed to Him.  Jesus response is so intimate. In verse 34 He said to her, 

"Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering." In verse 35, it 

suggests that Jesus speaks to her for a while before sending her on her way.    

 

How does Jairus feel by this delay? 

Probably getting a little agitated that Jesus was taking too long. His daughter was more important than a 

common unclean woman. Jesus has forgotten him. Jesus does not see his daughter as important. He has 

just witnessed a miraculous healing.  Surely he would feel hope renewed that Jesus is the right person to 

heal his daughter? 

 

Why did Jesus delay going to Jairus’s daughter with urgency?  Surely he knew that the little 

girl was dying? 

Teaching the gospel is more important than miracles. In Mark there are several instances where Jesus is 

teaching but kept on being interrupted by those who wanted to be healed.  He was preaching in the 

synagogue when he healed a man with a demon in him. 

We see the story of Mary and Martha and Jesus teaching there.  Jesus even tries to solve this dilemma by 

teaching in a house, but the lame man’s friends dig a hole through the roof seeking healing.  Even his 

disciples go looking for him saying there are people who want healing and Jesus says no, we need to go to 

the next town so that he can preach for that is why he came. Jesus gets so desperate that he rebukes the 

crowd for only following him because he heals them, not caring about his teaching.  



 

Then Jairus looks up and sees some men push through the crowd.  They have faces that tell him already 

that something is wrong.  They come up to him and say, "Your daughter is dead," and then "Why bother 

the teacher anymore?" At the words of his daughter's death, Jairus' heart is broken and he begins to weep. 

But the man's next words are curious: "Don't bother the teacher anymore." The Greek word is skullo, 

which means to harass, trouble, bother or annoy someone. What a strange expression at a time like this. 

The man who bears the bad news now advises Jairus to impose no further on Jesus. You can read the 

disdain in their voice, and can almost feel their sarcasm in their use of the world teacher. It is exactly this 

teaching that cost the girl her life. 

Satan wants us to give up.  He wants us to lose hope and choose to move away from God.  He wants us to 

believe that God is too preoccupied with other people, not interested or just doesn’t care.  

"Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help us in our time of need." (Hebrews 4:16)  

Jesus turns to Jairus and says two very important things.  

1. “Don’t be afraid.” And then 

2. “Only believe.”  

We know the end of this story in that the daughter is healed by Jesus.  But what if this story ended here?  

How many of us are in this situation right now where we have heard these words from Jesus to not be 

afraid and only believe but nothing seems to have changed?  Just believe, people say.  What if we have 

people who laugh and joke saying we are mad or delusional when everything says it is dead, but Jesus 

says, like he said with the daughter, “she is just sleeping.”? Jesus was saying to Jairus – “Do you trust Me, 

no matter what?” Jairus had a choice to make – and so do we.  Do we believe the environmental 

information around us, or believe the Word spoken to us by Jesus?  

It is up to God how He answers our prayers – our job is to trust that He is answering. Seeing Him move 

doesn’t mean you get exactly what you asked for – He might do that – but know that the answer is what 

you need. Maybe for you – everything’s gone pretty well. And all this “relying on Jesus” stuff doesn’t affect 

you much because your life is in pretty good shape. You, like Jairus, will never know what day will bring 

disaster to your house. Isn’t it a good idea to start relying on Him for small things now, so when the really 

big things happen you can be ready?  

 

Let us go back to the story of the water pump in the desert.  We have to be active in our walk with the 

Lord.  It is a relationship of trust and faith that God is there walking alongside us.  When it seems like all is 

lost and God is not around, we need to hear Jesus’s words, “Don’t be afraid, Only believe.” Jairus 

discovered an important truth. He discovered that God does not ignore our requests. He is not deaf. In 

fact, He knows all about our prayer before we even ask. Yet, delays are part of God’s plan. Often we must 

wait for an answer. Yet, sometimes His answer is, “No!”  



He will often care for others while He is caring for us. Sometimes He must alter circumstances to answer 

our prayers. Sometimes He waits for us to yield or submit. When we have tried all our human solutions. 

God will wait for us to stop making demands. He will wait until we are willing to do whatever He wants. 

Sometimes He will wait until we have given up and everything seems dark and lost, just as Jairus 

experienced. Then He will respond when the only thing left is to trust in Him. Then you might hear the 

words, “Only believe!”  

So, in all circumstances, I can declare that … 

1. Jesus hears me 

2. His way is different to mine 

3. He will answer me 

4. My human efforts do little in my walk with Him 

5. I can trust in Him NO MATTER WHAT. 

Prayer 

Father, we know what it's like to be afraid and believe, only to have our hopes dashed. I pray that you'd 

help us to take encouragement from Jesus' words, and take you at your word to work the miracles we 

need. I pray especially for those who have broken hearts and broken dreams. Heal them, I pray, and 

restore their faith as they are willing to trust you in this process. Restore them to full joy and fearless 

surrender anew. In Jesus' name, I pray. Amen. 

Questions 

1. Can you recall a time when you trusted in Him and He answered your prayers? (even if it was a “no”) 

2. Have you ever had a time spiritually when you felt God "carried you" in spite of your weak faith? If so, 

when? Has he set you back on your own feet again yet? 

3. What lessons does this passage teach you as a disciple? What do you think we disciples are intended to 

learn from this? 

4. What do you declare in your faith walk with Jesus? 

 


