
 

Sermon Notes: 

Preacher:   Gideon Malherbe          

Text: Acts 3:6 

Title: Be an Acts Disciple Today 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction 
 
I would like you to follow this story, and see if you have experienced something similar, emotionally, physically or in 
any other way. Or perhaps you are aware of someone that might be going through what happens in the story. 
 
For this story, I took the liberty to be a little creative. Not everything is factual, but this does not take away from the 
essence of the text. I believe that he might have experienced something of what is about to happen, as I am sure, 
you and I have experienced similar difficulties in some of our struggles. First let’s get into the setting, which is 
factually true.  
 
This is a time where religious beliefs were governed by many rules, adding further tension to a pretty volatile 
situation. Judaism, the mainstream religious belief was oppressed by Roman rule. Jesus was preaching and 
challenging the religious leaders of the time. He was mostly viewed as a threat by those opposing him, which 
eventually led him to the cross.  
 
Not long after Jesus’s ascension, the Helper, the Holy Spirit was poured out at Pentecost. Our story today, happens 
at a beautiful gate which was on the way to the temple, where worshipping took place. In the Jewish culture, if you 
were lame or blind, it meant you couldn’t work, and begging was an accepted way of living. The closer you were to 
the temple, the better your chance of getting enough to sustain yourself for the day. Let us get into the story. Please 
remember to put yourself in this man’s shoes and imagine being someone else seeing a struggle like this at the same 
time.  
 
Body 
 
It is another day and nothing has changed. I woke up literally before the rooster crowed. Now it is the wait, waiting 
in agony, waiting for something to happen, waiting on others to help, and believing that there is good in humanity. If 
there is no good left in humanity, I have no chance. Well I do feel my friends try, but really they just give as little as 
possible. 
 
I do need to ask in all my rawness, my core to being human, why I am born lame? Why am I struggling? Why has 
nothing changed in my life? 
 
Yet I am thankful for my friends, although all they do is pick me up and drop me at that gate. Everyone calls it the 
beautiful gate, but really, I do not feel that. I do not feel that there is anything in life that is good or beautiful in my 
case. Yet, I have to trust, that I will get enough silver from those worshippers going to the temple. I know I do sound 
confusing, but I am entitled to be as I am really struggling.  
 
Every morning I wake up, feeling the same. Actually somewhat worse than the day before. It has been years, well in 
my case, since birth - nothing has changed.  
 



There was even this Jesus and He healed people. He walked past me, but nothing …. His promises were for someone 
else, He never healed me. Now He is dead and my life is still the same. I just heard stories and that is what they are 
to me. They are just stories.  
 
While I wait on my friends, let me tell you, some days, I actually believed today is my day, the day that He will heal 
me, but it wasn’t for me. His followers still come past. They had an experience, but from where I sit, I believe it was 
only a drunk experience. If they truly received this “Jesus” maybe as Jesus’s followers, can do something. But they 
are pretty poor. They cannot give me any silver. How can they help?   
 
Then there are many con-artists out there. They play on my situation, they don’t suffer not a bit of what I go 
through. And yes, they take what is mine. They take silver and gold which is meant for me. They take my pain and 
profit from it. Today, I am going to hope that this so called Holy Spirit, will work in some hearts so I will get enough 
and the phony frauds would get less. 
 
I would like to take a moment to pause. Please do not let go of how you feel emotionally. Put yourself in this man’s 
circumstances. I am going make some suggestions as to how his situation could improve. Any of these suggestions 
could make a difference in my life too, but I am asking you to raise your hands if you [DT1]agree with which 
suggestion could improve the man’s life.   
 

 In today’s time, would a million Rand be enough to change this man’s life? I think money will make any 
situation more bearable, but it is only a short term solution. I would say yes too, but in all honesty that is my 
greed speaking, as I know money is nothing if there is no change in thinking.  Secondly,   

 If a good Samaritan would take him in? I would say yes, but again I believe I would eventually start feeling 
depressed as his thinking would not really have changed. Thirdly,  

 If the Government changed the law to actually look after citizens that cannot look after themselves? I 
suppose that would make a difference too. Lastly,  

 A miracle?  
 
To end my story, and I want to add, I am so tired. I am so, so tired. Why has nothing changed? Why do I still struggle? 
Why me? It feels as if the whole world is against me.  
 
Please turn to Acts 3 from verse 1 to 6  
3 “Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in the three o’clock prayer service. 2 As they 
approached the Temple, a man lame from birth was being carried in. Each day he was put beside the Temple gate, 
the one called the Beautiful Gate, so he could beg from the people going into the Temple. 3 When he saw Peter and 
John about to enter, he asked them for some money.4 Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said, “Look at 
us!” 5 The lame man looked at them eagerly, expecting some money.” 

Please let us stop at this point and identify a few things. There is the lame man begging, and Peter and John (going in 
two by two, (which was part of last week’s sermon). Although the story was told using creative licence, I was trying 
to illustrate the lame begging man’s situation. I proposed a couple of suggestions that could solve his situation. But a 
miracle seemed to be the only way to truly change his situation. Please answer the following question in silence. Can 
you relate to the begging man’s position, his state of mind in your situation today?  

“But Peter said, ‘I don’t have any silver or gold for you. But I’ll give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ the 
Nazarene, get up and walk!’” Acts 3:6 

This was my “the penny has dropped” moment. Silver and gold I do not have, but I’ll give you what I have. What do 
I give?... 
I do not give as Peter did. I give more in line with the lame beggar’s suggested solutions:  money, to take him in, etc. 
Which is all good if I am led to do so, but do I give what the lame beggar was given in order that Peter could be used 
to reap for the kingdom? No I do not.  If I reflect deep inside myself, I am too self-absorbed. My selfishness does not 
allow me to truly give Jesus Christ as Peter did.  



To be honest, and everyone, let us truly be honest with ourselves. I am more like the lame beggar. My life is getting 
more and more challenging. My instructions which Jesus left me with in the Bible, I use when it suits me.  I should be 
living as Jesus instructed me to. Peter lived as Jesus instructed him to.   

In the past I would apologise for being too harsh. Now I do not. I do know now, life is short and too precious, and it 
would be wrong not to share the truth wholeheartedly.  I would also like to be clear, we are not instructed to be 
without silver and gold. That is not what is asked[DT2]. Peter and John were following Jesus and that was enough. We 
are asked to live according to the standard given in the Bible, Jesus instructs us to live under the power and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. We are asked to plant the seeds as Peter planted in the lame beggar. We are asked to be the light 
to the world! We are asked to know the Word, to know Jesus, to be willingly led by the Holy Spirit!! We need to be 
living as we are instructed to. Sometimes we will be in a position to witness a miracle when the Holy Spirit works 
through us. We need to act today as the disciples did. After all, Peter only had three and a half years with Jesus. The 
rest was the Holy Spirit. We have the Word to refer to, and the same Holy Spirit – all the time.  

I do feel some good things need to be pointed out in the beggar. I think most of us find ourselves in the narrative 
somewhere. The beggar had a learning heart. He had a willingness to expect Jesus’s instructions. The beggar 
worshipped Jesus after he was healed. He was a great testimony and glorified the Lord in verses that follow.  

My heart is for all of us, starting with me, to be more like a Peter. To be more of an Acts disciple today. To live as 
Jesus instructed us to. To be led and truly led by the Holy Spirit. To be that man or woman that gives what matters. 
To give true healing. The healing in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  

What if I do not experience the miracle of healing in this life? As difficult as it is and I know how difficult it is to 
accept that a miracle might not happen. True healing is reaching the end of our race being in unity with Christ Jesus. 
True healing is having eternal life. I do feel that is what the early disciples understood in “I do not have silver and 
gold”, because what they had is what mattered, they had the goal to be reunited with Jesus in eternity. I hope that 
we might receive Jesus as Peter did because it is an essential requirement for us to be able to give Jesus to others, 
for us to be a true Acts disciple, and for us to be a true Acts 2 church today!  

May Jesus take us from a beggar mind set to being an Acts disciple for today’s generation. To be able to be a vessel 
to give true healing, healing that can only be received by being reunited with Jesus in eternity.  

The truth is, our problems are real, and our struggle in our situation is real. We do not have a beautiful gate we can 
sit at[DT3]. I do not pretend to say that this sermon will change your struggle, but I am asking you to live as we are 
instructed to. I am asking you to be a Peter and give the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth to those walking by. I am 
asking you to do so in whichever way the Holy Spirit is leading you to. Please do not take the easy way out in saying 
that the Holy Spirit is not leading me in a certain way, remember we are instructed to do as Peter did.  

Conclusion 

“Silver or gold have I none, but what I have, I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ, get up and walk.” Walk as we 
are instructed to. Walk in knowing the Word to know Jesus, being led by the Holy Spirit.  

I am going to ask everyone to repeat after me and to do as I ask, “silver and gold have I none, but what I have, I give 
to you. In the name of Jesus Christ get up and walk”.  

Amen.  

 


