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ROYAL PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS 

It is important as a church that we understand what the definition of “royal priesthood of all believers” 
really means, as we are called as a Church to persevere with the Acts model. 
 
There is one main passage that deals with the royal priesthood of all believers.  It is 1 Peter 2: 5-9: “5. You 
also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6. For in scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a 
chosen and precious corner stone, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame”. 
7. Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.  But to those who do not believe, “the stone the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone”, 8. And “A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that 
makes them fall.”  They stumble because they disobey the message- which is also what they were destined 
for. 9. But you are a chosen people, a royal Priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you 
may declare the praises of Him who called you out of the darkness into His wonderful light.” 
 
Old Testament priests were chosen by God, not self- appointed.  They were chosen to serve God with their 
lives by offering up sacrifices.  However once the temple veil that covered the doorway to the Holy of 
Holies was torn in two by God at the time of Christ’s death (Mathew 27: 51), this was an indication that the 
Old Testament priesthood was no longer necessary.  We could now go directly to God through the Great 
High Priest, Jesus Christ (Hebrews 4: 14-16).  No earthly mediators were needed anymore. 
 
Christ made the ultimate sacrifice for sin for all time; therefore there is no more sacrifice for sin that can be 
made, (Hebrews 10:26).  As priests once offered other kinds of sacrifices in the temple, so it is clear in 1 
Peter 2: 5, 9 that God chose Christians “to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.” 
 
There are two aspects in being part of the “Royal Priesthood of all believers”.   
First is that we are privileged to be chosen by God. 
Secondly is that we are chosen for a purpose to offer up spiritual sacrifices and to praise Him, who called 
us out of darkness into His light.  15. “Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of 
praise – the fruit of our lips that openly profess His name.” 16. And do not forget to do good and to share 
with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” Hebrews 13:15-16 
We see here that the spiritual sacrifice is the sacrifice of praise, we sacrifice to the Lord when we worship 
and praise Him. The Lord desires the true worship of our hearts.  
 



We know that much of the world today has turned away from God.  Evidence abounds all around us.  We 
see dishonesty, violence, abuse and inhumanity.  
This can be discouraging, but as Christians our attitude has to be one of not complaining but to seek 
solutions to the problems and to apply them. True happiness in humanity will be found only in God and the 
grace of Jesus Christ.  Through salvation offered in Jesus Christ, God has bridged the gap of sin and death 
that separates people from God, and people from others around them.  God calls people like you and me 
to stand in the gap with Christ and bridge the separation between people and God where Christ’s grace 
needs to be made real. 
 
The priesthood of all believers is a biblical concept that is important for understanding the Church roles in 
relation to that of the pastor, Elders, deacons (Clergy) and congregants.  All believers alike are called and 
given authority to be a priest to one another. All believers are baptised in Christ and are one in Christ.  We 
are all members of the body of Christ, all are as important as the other.  No individual is more important 
than the other. (1 Corinthians 12: 12-27). This has to mean the popular notion of the pastor, elders and 
deacons doing all the ministry and that everyone else does not become involved is unbiblical and wrong. 
 
Let’s define a priest: 
 

a) A priest functions as God’s representative in the world 
Communicating God’s word and shedding light on God’s will in people’s lives.  A priest pronounces 
God’s word of forgiveness and healing grace. 
 

b) A priest acts as the people’s representative to God by interceding - 
For people, going to God for the people and offering sacrifices on their behalf. 
 
 

c) A priest is not only ordained clergy but anyone who has experienced the love, acceptance and 
forgiveness of God, 
And who helps others experience that grace as well. 

 
We all share in this priesthood in partnership with Christ.  As a member of the Christian community you are 
a royal priesthood. Royal because you were chosen, how amazing is this!! Do not misunderstand the 
“priesthood of all believers”- It does not mean every person acts as his or her own priest, but rather as 
believers we are given the authority of love to be priests to one another.  Christ laid down His life for 
others to make the grace of God real; we too are called to do this. 
 
What is our mission as the priesthood of all believers? 
 

a) To make Christ real for people (We are the church wherever we go). 
b) To be channels of God’s grace (Sharing love, acceptance and forgiveness with other people). 
c) To proclaim the mighty acts of God. (Bringing light into darkness, promise in the midst of problems 

or overcoming hopelessness.  All of which are widespread in the world today). 
 
God calls us today not to be passive participants but to be active partners in mission.  To be the church 
each of us has a personal mission to make Christ real in our lives and share His grace so that others may 
know God’s salvation.  Let’s be the Church wherever we are. 
 



Real life story: 
 
“I’m 53, unmarried, no kids.  About a year and a half ago, I found a lovely church to attend.  I had tried 
nearly a dozen others and stumbled upon one which had a friendly congregation and a fantastic God-filled 
pastor with progressive ideas.  Fast forward about a year.  I had been attending an evening bible study, 
regular Sunday services, volunteering at the church, and even been elected to the board of Deacons.  I join 
church “friends” at the occasional pot luck, extra service, or help out at a funeral at the church.  I really 
connect with the pastor’s vision of where the church is going and his sermons are so God-connected that 
they give me shivers.  It is amazing. 
Here’s the rub.  A big core group of those attending are related- and some are even related to the pastor.  
Cliques abound and “outsiders” like me are never invited to any events other than those thrown by the 
church.  I basically have “one” friend that I see outside of church and that is not often due to our 
schedules.  I have more friends outside of my church than in.  I am now re-evaluating my commitment to 
this church and am thinking of moving on.  I have made allot of efforts to invite church “friends” out to eat 
or to do other things and they say they are too busy.  One day while volunteering with several of these 
folks, a couple invited another couple out to eat right in front of me and never even thought of including 
me.  I went into another room and acted busy but I was heartbroken.  I realise that I don’t have kids and I 
am not married, so I may not have as much in common as they do, but I really wish folks would think 
beyond their comfort zone- if only just to act Christian.  
I have befriended several other “outsiders” like myself at this church but one by one they have stopped 
attending (or rarely attending).  I am starting to see why.  It is so much work to try and make connections 
outside the most superficial ones and I am exhausted from trying.  This church is trying to grow beyond 
being a family style-church, but I think that they will have a tough time because they simply are not making 
the effort to make non-family members feel included.  After the tons of hours I have put into this church, I 
would be heartbroken to leave it, but I am really feeling left out.” 
 
We are now going to have a time for interaction and I would like us all to give some individual feedback on 
the statement “Let’s be the church wherever we are”.   
 
What do we feel this really means to be the church wherever we are? 
 

 
 

 


