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Good morning. You will notice that I have intentionally put an Exclamation mark after the title “Judge Not!” 
I would like to add a Question mark before the exclamation mark, the reason will unfold as we proceed. 

Text: Matthew 7:1-2 “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. 2 For you will be treated as you treat 
others. [a] The standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will be judged.[b] 

 “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged.” This is one of the most widely misused verses quoted 
among non-Christians and Christians alike. It’s like a trump card. Whenever we hear someone addressing a 
sin in our life we want to throw Matthew 7:1 at them. (There, that’ll shut you up). Passing judgment has a 
completely negative connotation to it, and there is such a big misunderstanding about this subject that it 
warrants taking a deeper look so we can correctly understand it. 

What Does It Mean To Judge?  The verb that’s translated "judge" (krinete) is one that basically means "to 
separate", or "to make a distinction" between things, to discriminate. Our word critic is derived from this 
word. It means to sift out and analyze evidence.  Simply put; to judge means to observe the evidence, 
evaluate it, and arrive at a certain conclusion based on the evidence. 

Are we never to judge? God’s word tells us where we should judge and where we should not. This is the 
question mark before the exclamation mark. So many Christians have got this wrong, when to judge and 
when not to judge and the result of this is that it makes it more difficult to win lost souls for the Lord. 

My focus this morning is on where we are not to judge, but before I get into that, here are a few areas 
where we are to judge. 

1. Judging Doctrine: “But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good” (1 
Thessalonians 5:21NASB).  

2. Judge false prophets / teachers: “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will     know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes 
from thorn bushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will 
know them. (Matthew 7:15-20). 

3. Judge Sin within the body, with a loving attitude of correction.  “I can hardly believe the report 
about the sexual immorality going on among you—something that even pagans don’t do. I am told 
that a man in your church is living in sin with his stepmother.[a] 2 You are so proud of yourselves, but 
you should be mourning in sorrow and shame. And you should remove this man from your 
fellowship. 



3 Even though I am not with you in person, I am with you in the Spirit.[b]And as though I were there, I 
have already passed judgment on this man 4 in the name of the Lord Jesus. You must call a meeting of 
the church.[c] I will be present with you in spirit, and so will the power of our Lord Jesus. 5 Then you must 
throw this man out and hand him over to Satan so that his sinful nature will be destroyed[d] and he 
himself[e] will be saved on the day the Lord[f] returns. 
6 Your boasting about this is terrible. Don’t you realize that this sin is like a little yeast that spreads 
through the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old “yeast” by removing this wicked person from 
among you. Then you will be like a fresh batch of dough made without yeast, which is what you really 
are. Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us.[g] 8 So let us celebrate the festival, not with 
the old bread[h] of wickedness and evil, but with the new bread[i] of sincerity and truth. 
9 When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with people who indulge in sexual sin. 10 But I 
wasn’t talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are greedy, or cheat people, or worship 
idols. You would have to leave this world to avoid people like that 11 I meant that you are not to 
associate with anyone who claims to be a believer[a]yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships           
idols, or is abusive, or is a drunkard, or cheats people. Don’t even eat with such people.” 1 Corinthians 
5:1-11 

 

We are to exercise judgement on believers if need be. 
Paul makes it clear that they were not to keep company with anyone who bears the name of brother (i.e. a 
Christian brother or sister) who is sexually immoral.  Paul is not singling out sexual sin as a special class of 
sin where special action needs to be taken.  He mentions the same kinds of ungodly behavior in verse 10, 
and adds; “reviler” or “drunkard.”  These sinful behaviors are the same, (we are to understand that these 
are not all of the examples of sin, Paul could have continued to with more).  The importance is that in verse 
11 he is not speaking of individuals outside the Church, but of the people inside the Church – one who is 
called a brother or sister. 
Presumably, they have been named a brother/sister by professing faith in Christ and were received into 
membership of the Church.  When someone joined the Church, they confessed and renounced their sins, 
declaring their faith in Christ and their desire to live for Him.  Paul is not talking here about someone who 
happens to stumble into sexual sin and then repents of it, but someone who continues his or her sexually 
immoral behaviour on a regular basis.  He is not talking about someone who loses his temper once a year 
or has too much to drink on one occasion, but someone who is a reviler or a drunkard.  He is talking about 
people who are characterized by these sins, and who are unrepentant.   
The members of the church are not to associate with other members whose lives are characterized by such 
ungodliness with no repentance. Paul even goes so far as to say that they should not even eat with such a 
person.   
The question arises: Is Paul suggesting that they should have absolutely no contact with such a person – 
that they should completely shun him and give him the silent treatment, as if he did not exist?  We get 
some help in 2 Thessalonians 3: 14-15 - Towards the end of his letter, when Paul is urging them to take 
heed his words.  He says: “If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that person and 
have nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed.  Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a 
brother.”   
Here we see the purpose of the separation.  It is so that the guilty person will be brought to a sense of 
shame over his sin when he sees that the entire church is united in its testimony against it.  The purpose is 
to bring the person to repentance.  It is not something to be done out of hate, as if the person were an 
enemy, but out of love.  It is to warn him as a brother.  It seems that to do that, we will have to 
communicate with him to some extent. 
 
We have dealt with where we may and should judge, but it is important to remember the warning that our 
Lord gave in Matthew 7:1-2 

When are we not to judge? When Is judging wrong? 



12 It isn’t my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly is your responsibility to judge those inside the 
church who are sinning. 13 God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, “You must remove 
the evil person from among you.”[b] (1 Corinthians 5:12-13).  

This is where many Christians have got it wrong. Surveys have shown that when unbelievers are asked to 
describe Christians, the popular answer is that Christians are judgmental! As an Act 2 church, we cannot 
get this wrong! It is fundamental to reaching the lost and making disciples. 

Let me give you an illustration that shows the comparison between judging a believer versus a non-
believer:  

When we see other people’s children misbehaving in a public place, we usually dismiss it and just keep 
quiet, but when we see our own children misbehaving, we step in and take action. We are not to judge 
those outside the church. This meaning is very clear that we are not to judge unbelievers. Furthermore, we 
should not disassociate ourselves from the unbelievers.  We ought to be careful not to shun an unbeliever 
in an act of judgment.  We should expect unbelievers to act like unbelievers, and rather seek opportunities 
to share the good news of Jesus with them.  God has left us in the world and expects that we will associate 
with unbelievers and acting as salt and light to them. 

Church, I challenge you all today, to take these Scriptures seriously and please check yourselves on a daily 
basis on whether you are guilty of wrongfully judging people. 
 
Closing Prayer:  Heavenly Father, please help us to understand Your grace, and put away a spirit of self-
righteousness and wrongful judgment.  Give us compassion for the ungodly.  Help us bear witness to 
You.  Give us courage and wisdom to deal with sin in our lives and in the body of Christ. 
I pray this in the name of Jesus Christ. 
AMEN. 
 

 

 


