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We continue with our series; “Following Jesus”, and will be looking at the Book of Revelation. 

In this Book, we find the disciple John, living on an island off the coast of Turkey, writing around 95 AD, some 65 
years after Jesus died and rose again. He was given a vision of Christ, and Jesus gave John a message in chapters 
two and three for the seven churches in Asia Minor, the area we know as Turkey today. These messages are of 
encouragement, rebuke and warning. 

How do these messages tie in with our series? We are called to be Christ-like and they are given in order for us to 
become more like Christ.  

12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged 
sword.13 I know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce 
your faith in me, not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where Satan 
lives. 14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among you who hold to the teaching of 
Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual 
immorality. 15 Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Repent therefore! 
Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 17 Whoever has ears, let 
them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I 
will also give that person a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it.” 
Revelation 2:12-17 

I would like to give you some background to look at this Scripture in context:                                         

About ten miles inland stood the impressive city of Pergamum, a city built on a hill one thousand feet above the 
surrounding countryside, creating a natural fortress. Located on a high hill, it commanded the surrounding area with its 
presence and from the city you could see the Mediterranean Sea in the distance. The Roman Historian Pliny called it 
“By far the most famous city in Asia.” It is the present city of Bergama in Turkey. Pergamum had become the Capital 
of the Asia Minor province. The city was wealthy, cultured and educated. Pergamum was also known for its political 
power. The first temple of the imperial cult was built in Pergamum in honor of Rome and Augustus. The very affluent 
Pergamum was the center of emperor worship with many temples devoted to idolatry.  

As the seat of the government of Asia, it was here that Caesar worship was most fervent. Remember that the Romans 
didn’t care what god or gods you worshipped as long as you were willing to worship Caesar. There were three temples 
in Pergamos devoted to the cult of Emperor worship. Once each year, every Roman citizen was required to walk into 
one of these temples, place a pinch of incense on an altar and say “Caesar is Lord.” And so it was here that believers 
were required to take the title that belonged to Christ alone, and ascribe it to Caesar, and if they didn’t there was a 
possibility of being executed.  

Because the city of Pergamum was the Capital of Asia it was the administrative home of the Roman Governor. Roman 
Governors were divided into two categories; those who had the “Right of the Sword” and those who didn’t. Those who 
had the “Right of the Sword” literally had the power of life and death. On their instruction, a person could be executed 
on the spot. The proconsul who had his office in Pergamum had this ‘right of the sword.’ 

Verse 12 starts off by Jesus referring to Himself as the One who has the doubled edged sword. Christ is reminding 
these believers in Pergamum that the last word is still with HIM; He has the sharp two edged sword. Rome might be 
powerful, but Christ is more powerful. Christ ultimately is the one with the power of life and death! Fear Him! In verse 
13, Jesus says that He knows where these Christians live – where Satan has his throne. “Yet you remain true to my 



name”. -- Jesus tells the church in Pergamum that He knows their whereabouts, He knows where they live. He 
recognizes the fact that Pergamum is not an easy place to live in and they still remain unstained by the immorality and 
idolatry of the surrounding culture. Jesus knows they are living in a tough place. He knows where they are and He has 
a word just for them.  

He knows our situation too! He knows it when you are in a difficult marriage. He knows it when you face persecution at 
your workplace, at school. We are told that they “lived” in Pergamum. There are two words translated “live or dwell” in 
the New Testament. One means “to take up a temporary dwelling”. The other one, the one used here, means “to settle 
down to stay; to take up a permanent residence”. These people had settled down in Pergamum and they were not 
running away from the trouble around them. Far too often, we allow the world to cause us to run and hide in fear. We 
love to isolate ourselves. We must make our stand in this world and be willing to stand up and speak up against the 
evils and wickedness that mark our society, whatever the cost! It may be much easier to live somewhere else in easier 
circumstances, but our duty is to stay and become a testimony for the Lord and overcome the world in which we live. 
These Christians hadn’t hidden themselves away somewhere safe, one could find them in the marketplace, in the city. 

Jesus expects us to live in the world today. This is where we belong, ready to stand up and declare our faith in Jesus 
and to stay true to who we are. God placed the nation of Israel at the crossroads of the world. It wasn’t just a little 
desert area, but the intersection of the two main highways in the Middle East. Why? He wanted the Jews to impact 
their culture. 

Jesus said to the church at Pergamum, I know where you live! Yet you remain true to my name! What a 
commendation! Continuing on in verse 13 – “Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, 
even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city--where Satan lives.” Of all the seven 
cities, Pergamum was the one in which the church was most likely to clash with the Roman imperial worship. The 
pagan residents of the city were willing to accommodate other gods, but they were not willing to tolerate an exclusive 
religion, whose Savior claimed, "No one comes to the Father but through Me." In our day today, people don’t care 
what you believe, as long as you don’t make a big deal out of it.  In spite of opposition, the church at Pergamum 
was committed to Christ; they did not deny their faith. Jesus singles out a martyr, Antipas, who opposed the idolatry of 
the Empire and was faithful unto death. 

Jesus says; “You did not renounce your faith in me.” This church was doctrinally pure. They held on to the 
fundamentals of their faith, and Jesus praised them for it. Antipas is called a “faithful martyr” or “faithful witness.” This 
is the same name that was given to Jesus in Revelations 1:5. Antipas has been virtually forgotten in history. Still, 
Jesus knows his name! We need never fear that our sacrifices for Him are in vain. He sees them all and will reward 
them openly some day!  

Satan will try anything he can to destroy the Church. He tried using persecution like he did at Smyrna, but the church 
at Pergamum was faithful to the name of Christ. And if he is unable to destroy the church through persecution, then he 
will try to destroy it through compromise. Understand that we are the church. A good example of conceding with the 
world and compromising the truth is gossip. The world loves gossip. Gossip in a widespread compromise, and most of 
us are guilty of this. Satan will do his utmost to get Christian’s to lower their standards and begin to accept the 
practices of the world, to not only accept them, but allow them to creep into the church body. What is our 
weapon to combat this? It’s the Word of God. We see Jesus comes to the church at Pergamum with the two-edged 
sword. Hebrews 4 tells us; “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”  

Jesus told the church, "I know where you live- where Satan has his throne...” He says; “you have remained true to my 
name; you haven’t renounced your faith.”   

Here comes the warning:                                                                                                                                                        
Look at verse 14: “Nevertheless, I have a few things against you.” Here in Pergamum, they were probably loving and 
accepting, but they strayed away from the truth.                                                                                                                  
What does God want for us here at CVC? The same thing he wanted for the church at Pergamum. Christ wants our 
church to be a bright light in a world that is filled with darkness. He wants us to be a Christian in our pagan society - in 
our schools, in our shopping centers, in our neighborhoods, in our workplaces - wherever we are. on examples of 
compromise are:  

The second common example of compromise is unforgiveness. The world gossips and the world is unforgiving. We 
are not to be like the world !  

My family in Christ, if you have in any way compromised the truth, God’s Word – I pray that you repent as soon as 
possible. We are not alone in this; let us pray for you and let us pray for each other now. 

 



 

 


