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Total imitation of Christ 
We are busy with a series of following Jesus and specifically, what it means to be a New 
Testament disciple of Jesus. I don’t know about you but if someone asked you: “Are you a follower 
of Jesus?” You would probably say, “Yes I am”.  

Do we imitate Jesus in most things? Sure.  
Do we imitate Jesus in ALL things? Probably not. 
Does this sound familiar? “I am on a journey, like most people, to become more like Jesus, 

and I am getting there slowly”.  
The problem is that we might not be totally imitating Christ. It is only partly.  

Are you satisfied with the way you follow Jesus?  
Are you happy with gentle progress?  
Are you happy with imitating God part of the way and not totally? 
 

Let’s see what God’s word says about partly vs totally imitating Jesus 
 “Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. 2 Live a life 
filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a sacrifice for 
us, a pleasing aroma to God. 3 Let there be no sexual immorality, impurity, or greed among you. 
Such sins have no place among God’s people. 4 Obscene stories, foolish talk, and coarse jokes—
these are not for you. Instead, let there be thankfulness to God. 5 You can be sure that no 
immoral, impure, or greedy person will inherit the Kingdom of Christ and of God. For a greedy 
person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. 6 Don’t be fooled by those who try to 
excuse these sins, for the anger of God will fall on all who disobey him. 7 Don’t participate in the 
things these people do. 8 For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. 
So live as people of light! 9 For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true. 
10 Carefully determine what pleases the Lord. 11 Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil and 
darkness; instead, expose them. 12 It is shameful even to talk about the things that ungodly people 
do in secret. 13 But their evil intentions will be exposed when the light shines on them.” 
(Ephesians 5:1-13). The word Imitate comes from the word “mimeomai”, from which we get our 
word “mimic” which means “to act like.” Paul says in verse 1: ‘act like God’, NOT read about God, 
NOT study God’s ways, not think about God, but act like God. Secondly, God’s word does not 
say, imitate God only in some things, it says in everything. Everything is everything we do…. Not 
partially, not half, not sometimes. But Totally! The New King James Version says: “be imitators of 
God as dear children.” It is not “try”; not take your time along your slow journey. It says “be”.  



“Imitate as dear children.” Why? Children pick up on what their parents do and say. They love us 
unconditionally and follow our example. This is what Paul is asking us to do in verse1. We say we 
love Jesus. We should then also want to imitate Jesus like little children. 
 
In Verse 3, He is clear about what we need to stay away from. Why? These are the things that trip 
us up as Christians, and when they do, we become ineffective for Jesus, ineffective disciples and 
hence we do not extend his Kingdom. How can we BE Jesus to others when we are involved in 
these things and not imitating Jesus in everything? 
 
Let there be no sexual immorality, impurity or greed. He mentions “no” seven times in this 
passage. We tend to think that things have changed as life has become more modern but the 
principles God gives us are there for a reason and extend beyond time. God does not bring out a 
bible version 2.0, then 3.0, 4.0. When he says no sexual immorality, he means none. When he 
says no impurity, he means zero; when he says no greed, he means zippo, nil, zilch! Any sexual 
activity outside of marriage between a husband and wife is sin. Any pornography and impure 
thought is sin. 
 
Similarly, with greed. We need to be very careful of greed as this one is more subtle than sexual 
immorality. Greed can be seeking after more and more material things. Not being satisfied with 
what we have; seeking after what others have. Another subtle form of greed is seeking after 
position or power. Some people want that next promotion because it brings with it a title, position, 
more power, and of course more money, which can feed our greed for material things.  
 
What about impure thoughts about others? In verse 3 Paul says these sins have NO place among 
God’s people. Then in verse 4 he outlines even more: Obscene stories, foolish talk, and coarse 
jokes”. We might think these are harmless but the reality is we tell obscene stories, participate in 
foolish talk and tell/ listen to coarse jokes because we want to be part of the crowd. Paul says – 
“these are NOT for you”. You cannot be a New Testament disciple and totally imitate Jesus and 
get involved in this behavior. He even goes as far as saying: “You can be sure that no immoral, 
impure, or greedy person will inherit the Kingdom of Christ and of God. For a greedy person is an 
idolater, worshiping the things of this world.” 
 
Listen to what Paul says in Galations 5:19:  “19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, 
the results are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 20 idolatry, sorcery, 
hostility, quarrelling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, 21 envy, 
drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as I have before, that 
anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God.”  
I cannot imagine how, if you are born again of the Spirit of the living God, you can live like that, 
and not be convicted by the Holy Spirit. That is why Paul says: “anyone living that sort of life will 
not inherit the Kingdom of God”. 

 
At the heart of this is our sinful nature, which is selfishness. We want more, we want what seems 
nice and pleasurable, but God knows it leads to trouble – lots of trouble. The way to avoid this 
trouble is in the text:  
Verse 6: “Don’t be fooled by those who try to excuse these sins”. Be alert and be led by the Holy 
Spirit – he will prompt you; get into an accountability relationship with a prayer partner; share 
transparently with your prayer partner.  



Verse 7: “Don’t participate in the things these people do.” Don’t go near these things. Avoid 
temptations, don’t try and negotiate with the temptation.  
Verse 2: “Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered 
himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.” If we focus on Jesus as our example, we 
should sacrifice our own desires and truly put others first 

a. Check yourself on your thoughts and actions for a moment. Are they focused on self or 
on others? 

b. Others first, then self - that is totally imitating Jesus. 
Verse 8: “For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live as 
people of light!” When we are born again of the Spirit, we have the light of the Lord in us – the 
Holy Spirit  
Verse 9: “For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true.” 

c. Be led by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit prompts us so we know what is right and wrong, 
and if we are unsure, test it against God’s word.  

d. The Holy Spirit will never prompt you to do something contrary to God’s word or say 
something contrary to God’s word. 

 
This passage is clear about totally imitating Jesus. I sense the Lord saying through his word today 
that the time for compromise amongst his disciples is over – we need to TOTALLY imitate Jesus. 
 
Are you ready to decide today to totally imitate Jesus?  
If yes, what ONE specific action are you going to take this week? 
 
 


