
1 
 

Purpose:  To motivate the congregation to be filled with the Holy Spirit and get to know the Holy 

Spirit more intimately. 

 

Proposition: Jesus said He will send the Holy Spirit to be our comforter and teacher in truth in 

three main areas – as the spirit of truth - conviction of sin, righteousness through Jesus and the 

coming judgement for all mankind, all bring glory to Jesus.  

 

Max Lucado tells a story in his book, A Gentle Thunder - Hearing God Through the Storm 

about learning how to dance.  What is the first thing you do?  You go and buy a book on dancing.  

After all, a book helped you learn to programme a computer, a book taught you history, surely a 

book can teach you how to shuffle your feet.  

 

You proudly take the book home and get to work. You do everything it says. The book says sway; 

you sway. The book says shuffle; you shuffle. The book says spin; you spin. You even cut out 

paper shoe patterns and place them around the living-room floor so you’ll know where to step.  

 

Finally, you think you’ve got it, and you invite your wife to come in and watch. You hold the book 

open and follow the instructions step by step. You even read the words aloud so she'll know that 

you've done your homework. “Lean with your right shoulder,” and so you lean. “Now step with your 

right foot,” and so you step. “Turn slowly to the left,” and so you do.  

 

You continue to read, then dance, read, then dance, until the dance is completed. You plop 

exhausted on the couch, look at your wife, and proclaim, “I executed it perfectly.” “You executed it, 

all right,” she sighs. “You killed it.” “What?” “You forgot the most important part. Where is the 

music?” Music? You never thought about music. You remembered the book. You learned the 

rules. You laid out the pattern. But you forgot the music. “Do it again,” she says, putting in a CD. 

“This time don’t worry about the steps; just follow the music.” She extends her hand and the music 

begins. The next thing you know, you are dancing— and you don't even have the book. 

 

Don’t you think we do the same as Christians?  We know what the Bible says, we even memorise 

some scriptures we can quote in certain circumstances, and stiffly step onto the dance floor of life 

with no music in our hearts.  

 

Dancing without music is tough. So how do we get music in our hearts? What do we need more 

than anything else?  Someone may answer, “I need a healing more than anything else” Another 

person may say, “I need a job.” Or “I need someone to love me and partner with me in life.”  
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Just before Jesus was about to go to the cross for us, and then leave his disciples, He talked with 

them about the one thing they needed most, the music maker of the Trinity. The Holy Spirit. Follow 

with me in John 16  

 

John 16:7-13 New Living Translation (NLT) 

7 But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate[a] won’t come. If I do 

go away, then I will send him to you.8 And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and 

of God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment. 9 The world’s sin is that it refuses to believe 

in me. 10 Righteousness is available because I go to the Father, and you will see me no 

more. 11 Judgment will come because the ruler of this world has already been judged. 

12 “There is so much more I want to tell you, but you can’t bear it now.13 When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has 

heard. He will tell you about the future. 

 

In this passage, Jesus tells his disciples about the Holy Spirit.  Jesus says he will send someone 

who will be the music in us.  When we put our faith in Jesus, the Holy Spirit is the one that comes 

into our lives and hearts and gives us a new life.  We are reborn of the Spirit through the Holy 

Spirit. In Paul's letter to the Ephesians we are told that God's Holy Spirit is a mark of God's 

ownership of us. "Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit" 

(Ephesians 1:13) 

 

How do you see the Holy Spirit? 

Of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit is the one that is least known.   

How would you describe the Holy Spirit in you? 

Some may see Him as a power or a force but with no identity 

Maybe a ghostly figure that floats around the world 

Some may accept the idea that God's Holy Spirit can live within us, but they do not think that the 

Spirit does very much. 

The Holy Spirit is a person.  Let me say that again …. The Holy Spirit is a person. 

Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “He” in this passage.  Not once but 7 times. 

He is the third person of the Trinity.  The Trinity is God in 3.  The Father, Son and Holy Spirit have 

equal roles and are all integrated into one God.  This passage talks about the Trinity very clearly 

here.  Jesus is leaving to go to the Father and will send the person of the Holy Spirit to his 

disciples. 
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What does the Holy Spirit do? 

He is our Advocate 

Jesus also referred to Him as “the Comforter.” The Greek word is Parakletos which is the 

combination of two words: para means “beside”; and kaleo means “to call”. Parakletos is referred 

to as your attorney, your lawyer, or your advocate as described here in this passage.  The Holy 

Spirit is called to be beside us to counsel us, help us, strengthen us, empower us and represent us 

in a court. 

The word “another” means, “one of the same kind or quality.” The idea is that of “sameness.” 

Jesus is saying the Holy Spirit will be like Himself and will take His place. 

 

Have you ever been comforted?  

Have you ever felt peace in your heart when the world seems to be crumbling around you?   

Then you’ve been touched by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Convict the World 

There are three things the Holy Spirit will convict the world of in verse 8 

1. Of Sin 

2. Of righteousness 

3. Judgement 

 

1. Of Sin  

The Holy Spirit convicts us and the world of sin (to miss the mark) and calls us to repentance. 

Conviction is deeper than a conscience, it is God Himself who convicts us.  According to Jesus, 

not believing in Him is sin.   

When we read in Acts, Jesus says to his disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit.  “But 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power and will tell people about me 

everywhere - in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."(Acts 

1:8) 

What is the sequence here?  First receive the Holy Spirit, THEN, be my witnesses. 

Why should they have to wait? 

Why not just begin witnessing right then and there?  If anyone was qualified, it would be the 

disciples who had spent 3 full years living with Jesus and learning from him every day. They could 

have witnessed, but without the Holy Spirit, they would lack power to be effective. 

 

Have you ever felt frustrated in witnessing to someone? 

People do not seem to want to listen. They shut you off, politely or sometimes quite harshly.   



4 
 

I am convinced that part of our frustration in witnessing can come from not understanding the 

pivotal role that the Holy Spirit can play when sharing our faith. 

Jesus said in this text that the Holy Spirit will convict people of their sin and need for 

righteousness. 

Whose job is it to convict someone?  The Holy Spirit. 

What is our job?  We are to witnesses. 

 

As Christians, our job is to witness. The Holy Spirit’s job is to convict people through our 

testimony.  All we need to do is give witness, not try and convince others of their sin. 

 

2. The second role of the Holy Spirit is to convict the world of righteousness. 

We can be convicted that we are sinful and have done things wrong.  There is a pivot point where 

we do something about it.  We could decide to just “be a better person” and hope that being a 

good person will get us a better life. 

 

It is our choice!  To listen to ourselves, or to listen to the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Holy Spirit further convicts the world that we cannot be righteous on our own.  The Spirit leads 

us to Jesus as the ultimate sacrifice to pay for our sin through His death on the cross. This is the 

only way we will be made righteous, or right with God. 

and be cleansed into righteousness with God, meaning, we are now right with a Holy God who  

 

3. The third job the Holy Spirit does is to convict the world that there is a judgement 

coming. We may not always see it here but we will see it one day. But it also means that we will 

be held accountable. Everyone will be judged according to God’s standard.  Only the Holy Spirit 

can reveal this standard to us.  

 

Have you ever felt sorry about something you may have said or done?  Of your need for 

forgiveness from others and from God?  This is the Holy Spirit working in you. 

 

The Holy Spirit will reveal truth 

One of the roles of the Holy Spirit is to teach believers. He brings new truth to us as disciples and 

also helps us remember all that Jesus has said and done. The Holy Spirit was intimately involved 

in writing the Bible.  2 Peter 1:21: “For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men 

spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 
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Without Him we cannot come to a knowledge of the truth. We may get a lot of facts and figures in 

our heads and even know the steps of the dance, but the music of spiritual truth must be revealed 

to our hearts by the Holy Spirit. We did not really know that we needed to be saved until the Holy 

Spirit convicted our heart of sin and of our need for righteousness that only comes through Jesus 

Christ.  

 

We know that the Word of God is very difficult to understand – almost a closed message – to 

those who don’t have the Holy Spirit.  The more they analyse it the more confused they become. 

But the Holy Spirit can open the eyes of our understanding so that it becomes clear as day!  This 

has nothing to do with intelligence or brain power.  It is all about our heart and how open we are to 

the voice and teaching of the Holy Spirit.  Otherwise, we are just groping in the dark.  I am so 

amazed that the Holy Spirit reveals this truth to us where we are in our lives. 

 

When you read the scriptures and don’t know what t means, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal it to you.  

Once you have asked, be prepared to wait and listen.   

 

What are more truths that have been revealed? 

It is “the spirit of truth” that lets us know how precious we are in the Father’s eyes.  

We are part of the family of God. The Holy Spirit communicates the Father’s love to our hearts. 

And that can bring wonderful healing to the soul. 

 

It is “the spirit of truth” that awakens us to the power of God exercised in our behalf. The power 

of God released in the resurrection of Jesus; the power of God that will raise you and me from the 

dead one day. There is no greater power; and that power is used for us, not against us. 

 

Nothing will catch Him off guard. He sees the end from the beginning. He helps us in our prayers 

guides us, teaches us and empowers us for ministry with spiritual, supernatural gifts. 

 

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of 

truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only 

what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 

 

If God revealed everything all at once, we would be overwhelmed and not be able to take 

everything in.  God’s revelation is progressive.  
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I hope you know more about God and His will than you did last year and indeed last week. Our 

revelation grows and what we could not bear at the beginning we now can handle.  He is so 

gracious in this. 

 

Have you ever understood a new truth? Or seen an old principle in a new way? The light comes 

on. Your eyes pop open. “Aha, now I understand.”  The Holy Spirit is working in you. 

 

It is important for all of us to know that the Holy Spirit will not reveal anything to us that is not in 

line with God’s word and character.  In verse 13 Jesus says the Holy Spirit will not speak on his 

own but only what he hears. There is nothing that the Holy Spirit will do that is not from the Father.   

 

How do we get to know the Holy Spirit and Live in the Spirit? 

 

You may know that the Holy Spirit is working in you but you want more.   

Here are some ways to know Him and walk or dance in step with Him 

 

1. Be continuously filled with the Holy Spirit. It’s so easy to fill our lives with things that don’t 

satisfy, isn’t it?  When we are living and ministering to others, we are giving out, so it is important 

for us to be filled back up again.  We should be just vessels – IN so it can go OUT again.  Ask the 

Holy Spirit every day to fill you and speak to you.  Make a point of listening to Him regularly 

 

2. Be purified by the Holy Spirit. The presence of the Holy Spirit should have a purifying affect in 

our lives. Our thoughts, words and deeds should be changed and in line with God’s righteousness.   

God displays His beauty and glory today through believers and He does this when we clearly 

shine His goodness through how we live. 

 

3. Serve according to the spiritual gifts the Holy Spirit has given you.  Each of us has been 

given at least one spiritual gift to build up the body of Christ.  1 Corinthians 12:7 says: “To each is 

given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” Discover the gifts the Holy Spirit has 

given you.  These are gifts to be given for a specific purpose – to uplift the body.  Ask the Holy 

Spirit to reveal to you and use you in the gifts He has given you. 

 

4. Demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit. These are in Galatians 5:22-23 which are love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.  Fruit is the result 

of our walk with the Spirit.  He produces character that blesses others.  Jesus said that people will 

know that we are His disciples by our fruit. 
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5. Pray in the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 6:8 urges us to pray at all times in the Spirit.  Follow the 

Holy Spirit’s lead instead of just praying.  Listen to what the Holy Spirit says and then pray.  We 

know that the Holy Spirit reveals truth and points us always to Jesus according to the Father’s will.  

When we pray this way, our prayers will be aligned and Spirit led rather than self led. 

 

6. Be guided by the Spirit. Live your life communicating with the Holy Spirit and allow Him to lead 

you to who you should talk to, pray for or go.   

We cannot make it on our own. That is what Jesus is saying here in verses 13-15. To succeed in 

this life it takes more than just being a lifelong learner. It takes more than just filling our hearts and 

minds with spiritual teaching and knowledge. All of that is beneficial and it will get us pretty far but 

not far enough. We need the supernatural help of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We will never enjoy 

all the richness and fullness of the Christian Life without the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

 

7. Be pruned by the Holy Spirit  Jesus told us in his Parable of the Vine that the Father is 

constantly looking how to help us produce better fruit. That means that the Holy Spirit will want to 

prune away any diseased or dead wood in our spiritual live. 

 

Make a decision today to get to know the Holy Spirit intimately and walk in union with Him. 

 

If you want to be filled or refilled with the Holy Spirit this morning, come forward for prayer and we 

will pray with you or  turn to someone next to you and they will pray for you.   

 

Amen 

 


