
 
 
Sermon notes 
Preacher: Doug Timberlake 
Title:  Prayer is the foundation – Part 2 
Text:  2 Timothy 3:16-1 
 
 
Did anyone apply the framework last week? Prayer is a conversation, right? You speak to God 
and he speaks to you. Last week we focussed on praying to the Father. Who of you would you like 
to hear from God? 
 
Today we examine how God speaks to us. 
 
God seldom speaks audibly.  
There are cases in the bible where he did speak audibly 

a. Noah 
b. Abraham 
c. Moses 
d. Isaiah 

But I have not heard of cases in modern times when God has spoken to people audibly. People 
say: “I heard God say”, but they do not say they heard his voice like you hear mine. 
 
God spoke through his son, Jesus 
Jesus said and did many profound things; “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; 
he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also 
does.” (John 5:19). What he said and did came from God. 
 
God speaks through our prayers 
We might think our prayers are designed to persuade God to do what we want, but actually the 
more we pray, the more we realise what God wants is more important. Think about the framework 
we looked at last week and what comes first in the prayer? 

“May your name be kept holy” 
“May your Kingdom come” 
“May your will be done” 

 
God speaks through a still small voice  
Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). The 
more time we spend getting to know Jesus and the more time we spend growing our relationship 
with him, the better we will hear the small promptings we get.  
 “11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is 
about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks 
before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the 
LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the 
fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his 
face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.” (1 Kings 19:11-13). 

 
God speaks through circumstances 
This is especially relevant when we face trials or suffering. We hear God least when things go 
well. This is when we are most likely to drift from God because the truth is, we don’t need him. 



That’s one of the reasons why Christianity is declining in the wealthy countries. God doesn’t cause 
the trials, but it is a good time to ask God: “Lord, what are you teaching me in these trying 
circumstances?” In these times our hearing might improve and our heart’s desire to learn and 
grow might improve. 
 
God speaks through other people 
Samuel speaks to Saul “13 “You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You have not kept the 
command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over 
Israel for all time. 14 But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after 
his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people, because you have not kept the LORD’s 
command.” (1 Samuel 13:13). 
The Lord speaks to Ananias, sends him to the house of Judas to speak with Saul/ Paul (Acts 
9:10-18). 
God may speak to you through parents, friends, strangers, etc. It is very important to test what 
they say against Gods word and with other Godly people. 
 
God speaks through his word 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God p may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  
(2 Timothy 3:16-17). 
The Lord’s word is powerful. His Holy Spirit can and does focus us on specific passages and 
verses to speak to us. “26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” (John 14:26). 
 
Practical Exercise: 
Break into groups.  
Each group to deal with one text. One person to read it out loud to your small group. Then pray 
individually for 2-3 minutes. I suggest you write down what God is saying to you. This will help you 
practice journaling. Then share what you sense the Lord is saying to you through his word.  

Matthew 14:22-33 (Jesus walks on water) 
Mark 12:41-44 (Widow’s offering) 
Luke 15:11-32 (Lost son) 
Mark 10:35-45 (Request of James and John) 
Hebrews 5:11-14 (Warning against falling away) 

 
Share 
How many heard what God was saying to you through the text? 
 
Conclusion 
I want to urge you to spend time in God’s word and listen to what he is saying to you – align with 
his will and watch him bless you. 
 


