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Today we continue with the Series – ‘Following Jesus’. We will be taking a deeper look into one of the characteristics 
of Jesus that is completely contrary to how a king would act. Something we should possess in our character. 

This characteristic should draw unbelievers closer to us and ultimately end up in them wanting to know and then 
having what we have, …… a relationship with Jesus. The characteristic which I am referring to is servanthood. 

“12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand 
what I have done for you?” he asked them.” (John 13:12). Before I continue, please could I ask you to think about this 
question briefly? ‘Do you understand what I have done for you?’ 

“13 “You call Me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you. 16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. (John 13:13-17). 

In the days of Jesus, it was customary for a servant to wash the feet of anyone entering a house. It was not merely a 
way of washing off the dust from the person’s feet, it was also gesture of honour and respect. This was a tangible 
expression of welcome by the host.  

There was no servant at this supper. The disciples offered to prepare supper and it was their responsibility to ensure 
that someone was there to wash the guest’s feet. Perhaps forgetting about this custom, they did not offer. Jesus 
took the role of a servant and washed His disciples’ feet. Remember that during these times the primary mode of 
transportation was walking, and we are talking about walking long distances and for long periods at a time, often in 
extreme heat! The feet of these people were extremely sweaty and dirty!! Can you just imagine what state the 
Disciple’s feet were in? And here was Jesus, (GOD), washing these dirty feet!  

How contrary to what a king would do! So when Jesus asked; ‘Do you understand what I have done for you?’ He was 
teaching His disciples humility. Jesus is teaching us humility. Can we as Christians truly serve if we are not humble? 
Thank you Jesus, for your perfect example! Jesus was showing that servanthood was not beneath Him. 

If servant-hood was important to our Lord, should we not take notice and do the same?   

John 13:3 reminds us who Jesus is. “3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under His power, and that He had 
come from God and was returning to God.” Jesus understood who He was. He was God in human flesh sent by His 
Father on a mission to reunite men and women to Himself by breaking down the barriers of sin. However, for Jesus 
to be obedient to His Father’s commission, He had to lay aside His prerogatives as God, in order to take on the 
nature of a servant in human likeness. By His act of washing His disciples’ feet, Jesus was symbolizing the removal of 
his outer garments, the laying aside of His royal and divine privileges. 

“14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.” Jesus then 
told the disciples that they should wash one another’s feet. We are disciples of Christ, we should wash one another’s 
feet. We should serve each other and our neighbours. Serving also leads to something else. As an Acts 2 church, 
serving is part of our ministry of being a missionary, and we should start practicing at church first before going out 



into the mission field of the surrounding community.  “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” Galatians 6:10 

Let’s read verse 16 again: “16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater 
than the one who sent him.” 

Jesus uses 2 specific illustrations: Servant and messenger 

Servant referring to servant-hood and messenger referring to missionary. The great commission is to ‘go forth and 
make disciples’ by spreading the word. We are on a mission to spread the gospel, we are missionaries, and servant-
hood goes hand in hand with being a missionary. Both should be carried out in everyday opportunities. How is it 
possible to be a true missionary without servant-hood? Christ served and proclaimed the word, being a true 
missionary was accompanied by serving! This is how we should behave in order to follow Christ’s perfect example. 

How are we to be servants?  

Servants make themselves available to serve. Many cram their schedules so full of activities that they have no time 
to serve in the church or anywhere else. Much like a soldier, a servant must be ready, standing by for duty: “No-one 
serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs--he wants to please his commanding officer.” (2 Timothy 2:4). If we 
only serve when convenient, we will never serve. Servants do whatever needed, even when it’s inconvenient.  As a 
servant, we don’t get to pick and choose when or where we will serve. Being a servant means giving up the right to 
control our schedule and allowing God to interrupt it whenever He needs to. If we remind ourselves that we are 
God’s servant, interruptions won’t frustrate us as much, because our agenda will be whatever God wants to bring 
into our lives. Servants see interruptions as God’s appointments for ministry and are happy for the opportunity to 
serve.  

Servants pay attention to needs: 

Servants are on the lookout for ways to help others. When they see a need, they seize the moment to meet it. 
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of 
believers.” (Galatians 6:10). When God puts someone in need right in front of us, God is giving us the opportunity to 
grow in servanthood. Remember that God says the needs of the church family are to be given a high priority. We 
miss many opportunities for serving because we lack sensitivity and spontaneity. Great opportunities to serve never 
last long. They pass quickly, sometimes never to return. We may only get one chance to serve so take advantage of 
the moment. “Do not say to your neighbour, “Come back later; I’ll give it tomorrow”--when you now have it with 
you.” Proverbs 3:28. 

Servants do the best with what we have: 

Servants refuse to make excuses, procrastinate, or wait for better circumstances. Servants never say, “One of these 
days” or “When the time is right.” They just do what needs to be done. “Whoever watches the wind will not plant; 
whoever looks at the clouds will not reap.” (Ecclesiastes 11:4). If we wait for perfect conditions, we will never get 
anything done. God expects us to do what we can, with what we have, wherever we are. 

Servants do their tasks with dedication:  

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men,” (Colossians 3:23). Jesus 
specialized in menial tasks that everyone else tried to avoid: washing feet, helping children, fixing breakfast, and 
serving lepers. Nothing was beneath Him, because He came to serve. Jesus didn’t do these things in spite of his 
greatness, but because of it, and He expects us to follow his example. Great opportunities often disguise themselves 
in small tasks. The little things in life determine the big things. Don’t look for great tasks to do for God. Just do the 
“little things”, and God will as assign us with whatever He wants us to do.  

My family, let’s check our hearts daily. Are other things getting in the way of our serving?  

I would like to close off with the blessing in verse 17; “17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you 
do them.” Once you understand what it really means to be a ‘servant’ and ‘a missionary’, you will find happiness 
when doing it. A happiness that comes from God – true happiness! Thank you Father God, Amen. 



 


