
 

Sermon Notes: 

Preacher:   Di Timberlake          

Text: Revelation 21: 1-8 

Title:  I Am the Alpha and the Omega 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Proposition: When God says “it is finished” and that He is the Alpha and Omega, we can 

know He has everything in His mighty hand and knows exactly what will happen and 

when, and only by His authority.  

Introduction 

Today, we are celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ.  We celebrate His birth as the coming 

of a way to the Father through Jesus’s death and resurrection.  We celebrate the 

miraculous birth of Jesus as God coming as a man to bring us salvation and eternal life. 

 

Jesus was not born on Christmas day.  He was not even born on the day that the 

theologians calculate He was born, which is sometime in September / October.  Jesus is 

eternal.  He existed in the beginning of creation. All creation was created through Him. 

John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was 

God.” The Incarnation means that the Maker of Heaven and Earth entered history; He left 

the splendour of Heaven and came to share with us the very being of God.” 

We also know that Jesus rose from the dead as a man and now sits at the right hand of 

the Father and will be with us into eternity.  His life here on earth was just a slice of time 

in the whole of eternity. Jesus is the “author and finisher” of our faith (Hebrews 12:2), 

meaning that He begins it and carries it through to completion.  Jesus is in the centre of 

EVERYTHING.  “For in Him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). 

He is found in the first verse of Genesis and in the last verse of Revelation. As we 

celebrate Jesus birth today, let us consider the one who is both the beginning and the 

end.  



Let us look then into Revelation and see what God’s ultimate plan is for us as His people.  

Revelation 21:1-8 

“1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had 

disappeared. And the sea was also gone. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 

3I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his 

people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them.a 4He 

will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or 

pain. All these things are gone forever.” 

5And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” And then 

he said to me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.” 6And he also said, 

“It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are 

thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life. 7All who are victorious will inherit 

all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children. 

8“But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, the immoral, those who practice 

witchcraft, idol worshipers, and all liars—their fate is in the fiery lake of burning sulphur. This 

is the second death.” 

Look how many times “new” is mentioned.  We know God is going to make a new heaven 

and a new earth.  This is called the New Jerusalem.  This new Jerusalem is different to any 

other we know of. God says in verse 5, “Look, I am making everything new!”  What does 

this mean? 

We know that Jesus came so we could become a new creation in Him.   

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 

behold, all things have become new.”  2 Corinthians 5:17 

So what does God mean when He will make all things new?  We can look forward to living 

in a new Jerusalem that is a new start.  Nothing from our old world will be there. It will be 

new in quality – pure and totally clean.  Anything that had sin and the consequences of sin 

will not be there.  Our tears, pain, sorrow and death.  The most important is that God will 

dwell with His people and be with us in this new Jerusalem.  Wow!  He will dwell with us. 

Totally new. 



 

We all have our own stories of how our sin and other people’s sin have harmed us.  One 

day Jesus is going to make it right.  The hands that were pierced for us so that all our guilt 

is gone will one day wipe away our tears. 

God does not merely repair the creation. He re-creates it for His children to enjoy for all 

eternity. We will know perfect peace and joy. Perfect love and belonging. Perfect 

communion with God. 

I want to concentrate on verse 6 as the centre of our text today. 

“6And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the 

End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life. 7All who are 

victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children.” 

Where do we remember these words “It is finished”? 

When God created the world through Jesus, He said “it is finished and it was good”.  We 

are also reminded of the cross.  Jesus said just before he died, “It is finished”.  When 

Jesus said these words, He not only finished His atoning work on our behalf but He also 

set the new creation into motion. Now let us link it with “It is finished” in this text.  Jesus 

finished His atoning work on our behalf and we became new creations in Him.  God has 

now completed the work of Jesus with the creation of the new heaven and new earth 

where He will dwell with us.   

“6And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the 

End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life. 7 All who are 

victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children.” 

 

After God has said “It is finished” he emphasises it by saying I am the Alpha and the 

Omega.  Alpha is the first letter of the Greek alphabet. Omega is the last letter of the 

Greek alphabet. The Beginning and the End.  When God says it is finished, there is no 

dispute.  He started it as the Alpha and He will end it as the Omega. He is EVERYTHING 

we need. 

Let us meditate on God as our Alpha 



God is the absolute Alpha. God is the FIRST—the BEGINNING. Before Him there was 

nothing. There was no "before Him." Just think of it! For millions and billions and trillions 

of unending years God existed and never had a beginning. He is the beginning. “From 

everlasting to everlasting, he is God.” (Psalm 90:2). There never was a time when He was 

not. God did not build His character over time. God did not emerge out of many 

possibilities. Everything emerged out of him. He determines all possibilities.  

What about God as our Omega? 

In the text we are reading today in Revelation 21, Omega deals with the end of history.  

God is also the omega of all things. The Omega of all possibilities.  The one who has the 

final say in eternity. He is the one who will determine what this end looks like, when it will 

happen and how it will happen.  

See the character of God coming through so clearly immediately after Him saying He is the 

Alpha and the Omega – God says, “To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs 

of the water of life.” 

The central character of God is His unending love for us.  He does not want any of us to 

die for lack of His living water.  Even at this stage in history, He is still reaching out to His 

children with His free gift of salvation.  A promise that we will inherit all His blessings, and 

that He will be our God and we will be His children.  Free, nada, no terms and conditions 

attached. 

Jesus is the way to get to the water of life. He told the woman at the well in John 4:13-14, 

"Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I 

shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a 

fountain of water springing up into everlasting life." 

 

All who are thirsty – this means to desire it – to long for it as someone who is thirsty in a 

desert.  Who cannot think of anything else but to quench their thirst with God’s living 

waters. We are thirsty for God and God alone, not for the praise and pleasures of the 

world.   

 

In verse 7, God talks about the victorious receiving the blessings.   



“7All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will 

be my children.” 

Victorious means we need to overcome something.  If we are faithful to Him in the face of 

all odds, we will inherit eternal life. If we believe, we can collect on that inheritance.  We 

must not only thirst for God, we need to be victorious in our walk with God. 

But there is another group of people mentioned in verse 8. These are the people who 

were not thirsty for God. For these, too, God is the Omega, but not in the same way. God 

is their end in the sense that they will finally meet God as Judge.  

“8“But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, the immoral, those who practice 

witchcraft, idol worshipers, and all liars—their fate is in the fiery lake of burning sulphur. This 

is the second death.” 

There is a big contrast between verses 7 and 8. They show us very clearly that there are 

only two kinds of people with God. You’re either a believer or an unbeliever. They 

experience two different lifestyles during life on earth and go to two different eternal 

destinies. Believers go to "eternal life". Unbelievers experience "the second death," which 

is the lake of fire.  

I am Alpha and Omega, says the Lord, the beginning and the end—the fountain of eternal 

life for one and a lake of fire for another. 

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, let us see Him in the bigger context of eternity.  Let us 

see ourselves in eternity and where we choose to spend that eternity.  Right through 

history, we see Jesus completely involved in the creation, in His life on earth as the 

ultimate sacrifice of sin to reconcile us back to God and as the complete Omega in the 

New Jerusalem where we will spend eternity with him. 

Where are you in this story? Have you chosen Jesus as your Lord and Saviour?  It is never 

too late to come to Him, confess your sin and turn to Him today.  He IS the One who will 

dry your tears, heal your wounds, and most of all, live with you in eternity in the New 

Jerusalem.  

 

So, today, choose life.  Choose Jesus.  Choose the one who is the Alpha and the Omega.  

The One who holds everything in the palm of His hand.  He has offered you free life giving 

water, if you would thirst for Him and Him alone. 



 


