
 

 
 
Sermon notes 
Preacher: Di Timberlake 
Title:  “What is your main puzzle piece?” 
Text:  Colossians 2:6-10 
 
When our kids were young, we would build puzzles with them – quite a challenge as they were 

boys and wanted to do other things with the puzzle pieces – throw them, bend them, use them as 

guns to “shoot” each other. Making a picture was certainly the last on their list.  I remember one 

time while we were building the puzzle, our boy started crying for what I saw was no reason.  He 

was sitting on the floor surrounded by a very simple puzzle. And something was very wrong. 

Can you guess what it was? He couldn't find the last puzzle piece. The puzzle was almost 

complete – we could see the picture of Noah’s ark and all the animals but right in the middle there 

was one piece missing. We searched for it (remember, a few had been thrown around for fun) and 

I finally found it in the corner of the room.  I gave it to him and he completed the puzzle. 

Celebration! 

 

I think we all have that need to complete something, to be able to see the full picture and know 

what that picture looks like.  Isn't life sometimes like a puzzle? We have so many puzzle pieces 

filling our lives and sometimes these pieces fit together perfectly and then other times, they all 

seem to fall apart as though someone had tipped over the picture and all the pieces are piled 

together in a heap.  We are even told by the experts that we need to have our lives in perfect 

balance - our spiritual life, health, work, school, family, friends, sport, community – the list can go 

on. We find ourselves forever striving to get our puzzle together so we can live in “peace” and 

“happiness”. 

 

Do you have it all together yet?  What does your puzzle look like? Where does Jesus fit into your 

picture? 

 

Our text this morning is taken from Colossians 2:6-10 where Paul was writing to the Christians 

who were being told that they were lacking something.  This is so relevant to our time as well.   

 

Colossians 2:6-10 – New Living Translation 



 

6 And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him. 7 Let 

your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong 

in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness. 

8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come 

from human thinking and from the spiritual powers[a] of this world, rather than from Christ. 9 For in 

Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body.[b] 10 So you also are complete through your 

union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority. 

 

I want to start from verse 8 where Paul writes: 
8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come 

from human thinking and from the spiritual powers[a] of this world, rather than from Christ.  

 

The Christians in Paul’s time were being slowly pulled away from their complete faith in Jesus.   

“It's nice that you believe in Jesus, but you're missing some big pieces of the puzzle of life. The 

things you believe about God are outdated, not really relevant. And Jesus? He's a nice person, but 

don't get too focused on him. There's so much more - you're missing it." “You can have both Jesus 

and the world.  Don’t lose out on the things you deserve.” 

 

The Christians were starting to abandon their faith in Jesus. They were looking for something 

bigger, better, something that felt more modern, more exciting - but the philosophy being shared 

with them was hollow and deceptive. 

 

Can you see this today?  

Why do we sometimes get bored with Jesus Christ? "Yes, he died on the cross for my sins - but 

I'm looking for something more. I'm trying to put the pieces of my life together, and this whole 

Jesus thing - it's not really helping me." 

 

8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense, Paul says. 

I start to get interested in evolution, which pushes God out of the picture.  

I start to believe the media, which tells me that God's design for sexuality and marriage - that's all 

outdated - just follow your heart - whatever you want to do is fine. God is moved out of the picture. 

I start to focus my life on money, and popularity, and pleasure and I push Jesus Christ out of the 

picture. Have you ever done that? But eventually, not right away, but eventually, you realize that 

you've been lied to. The philosophy is deceptive. You realize that you are missing something. 

You're not as happy as you thought you'd be. Perhaps you're miserable, you're embarrassed. You 

know something is missing. 

 



 

Paul points us to what is missing. Here is what completes you. Here is what fills up the emptiness 

in your life: 9 For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. 

 

Think about it - in Jesus, everything you've ever wanted - all the fullness of God - lives in bodily 

form. Every question you've ever wondered about God - it's all right there in Jesus Christ. There is 

no philosophy or innovation or new belief that can out-do what Jesus has. He is fully God, through 

and through.  

Jesus tells you the real reason you feel empty - it's called sin.  

Jesus tells you the real solution to sin - it's his sacrifice on the cross for you.  

He tells you where you came from - he made you.  

He tells you where you're going - you will be with Jesus forever in a place called heaven.  

Jesus gives you purpose for living. He gives you strength in times of trouble. And every day, he 

loves you. He forgives you. He is with you. Jesus is the ultimate puzzle piece of life. 

 

In verse 10 Paul says: 10 So you also are complete through your union with Christ, who is the head 

over every ruler and authority. 

 

According to this passage of the Bible - you are complete. Complete means full, whole, nothing is 

missing. You have it all. You have the most important piece of the puzzle. You have Jesus Christ. 

You have his forgiveness and love. You have the hope of eternal life. God looks down from 

heaven and sees you, and he says: "You are complete." You can stop looking. In Christ, you do 

have it all. Nothing is missing!! 

 

But, why are we still influenced into thinking there is still more? What do we need to do to make 

sure we are not swayed or captured by, as Paul says it, “the nonsense” of this world? 

Paul gives us some ways on how we can do this, starting from verse 6 

 

6 And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him. 7 Let 

your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong 

in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness. 

 

Firstly, we have accepted Jesus as our Lord. Lord means ruler, king, absolute authority.  What He 

says, goes. By accepting Jesus, we place Him in His rightful place. As THE main puzzle piece.   

 

Now we have accepted Jesus, Paul says we need to continue to follow Him.  How? 

Firstly, our roots need to grow down into Him and built on Him 



 

Who? Jesus and Jesus alone.  Not the world, not other philosophies or arguments.   

 

Secondly, our faith will grow strong IN TRUTH 

Jesus is the Truth.  Faith is based upon the word of God and the anointing power of the Holy 

Spirit. We have faith because we don’t understand and fully know the God we serve.  If we 

understood and knew Him, it would not be faith.  We have faith that our God is all knowing, all 

powerful and is fully in control of all powers and principalities. 

Just think how many struggles would go away if we realized we do not have to have all the 

answers. 

You can take comfort that He is God and you are not. 

You can rest easy knowing that He is in charge and in control. 

 

Thirdly, overflow with thankfulness 

When we are thankful, we realise how much we are blessed by God.  He is the source of all 

blessings, and we can be content in who we are in Christ, no matter what the circumstances.  

 

So we know this right? 

We all know that there is a big difference between what is in our head and what is in our heart.  It 

is the longest distance known to man. Being able to get head knowledge down to the heart is the 

difference between knowing and actually believing, which results in doing.  We know what we 

should or should not do, the struggle is actually putting it into practice.   

 

We will never know what our full puzzle looks like, nor be able to get all these puzzle pieces 

perfectly together.  From the text this morning though we DO know that the most and only 

important puzzle piece is Jesus.  Our completeness is in Jesus and Jesus alone.   

 

Last year, God spoke to us through very powerful sermons in this church. On being thankful, not 

being anxious, loving God, prayer, staying faithful, running the race with passion, just to name a 

few. Have we really taken these from our heads to our hearts and into our actions? Do our lives - 

in our thoughts, emotions, actions and words, truly reflect our completeness in Jesus?  

 

What is going to be different in 2018? 

Let us spend some time reflecting on this message this morning. 

 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to you this morning about your completeness in Jesus? 

……………………. 



 

What do you TRULY believe about this truth?  Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you your inner heart.  

Do you really, really, really know in your heart that this is so?  If not, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal 

what is stopping you? 

If you are struggling in your heart that you truly believe you are complete, stop here.  Meditate on 

this.  Do not go into action mode.  You don’t have to “do more” to change this belief.  Only Jesus 

can reveal this truth about yourself.   

Ask Him to reveal this truth to you.  

Ask Him to help you with your unbelief. 

 

Make your focus word this year be “COMPLETE” 

 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to you about growing your roots in Him and on Him? 

What is the one area God is saying to you this morning you need to grow roots in Him? 

Commit to this.   

Share it with someone who can help and support you. 

Pray daily over it and ask Jesus to transform your head knowledge down to your heart and into 

your actions. 


