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Introduction:                                        
The message today is a message of overcoming the enemy – by the blood of Jesus. 
 
As I was preparing this message the question came to me if we as Christians are so over familiar with the 
term of the blood of Christ and the cross; that we forget the reality of what the blood means in our lives in 
the here and now. 

 
1. The blood of the Lamb:  
"And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not 
love their lives to the death" (Revelation 12:11). 

 
Verse 11 is speaking of the people, who during the tribulation have come to faith in God, and are being 
persecuted by the devil for it. It speaks of the fact that they will be victorious, and gives us the three things 
necessary for this victory over the Satan. We will focus on the blood of the Lamb, in other words, exercising 
faith based on the blood of Jesus.  
 
Do we fully understand the connection between Sin/Disobedience/Judgement and the requirement for 
blood? 
The blood of Jesus is about Jesus suffering, bleeding on the cross and dying a cruel torturous death for our 
sins. 
 

2. Background : 
I am briefly going to list some instances of blood sacrifice in the Old Testament leading up to the sacrifice of 
blood of the Lamb of God.  

2.1 Although not specifically talking about blood, we see in Genesis 3:21 The Lord God made 
garments of animal skin for Adam and his wife to clothe them after they had sinned. 

 
2.2 In Genesis 15 the covenant between Abraham and the Lord involved the sacrifice of a heifer, a 
goat and a ram all slaughtered and cut in two halves. Verse6:”Abram believed the Lord, and He 
credited it to him as righteousness.” 
 
2.3 In Genesis 22 we read of how Abraham was tested to offer Isaac his only son whom he loved, to 
the Lord; but in verse 12 the Lord stopped him, saying; “Now I know that you fear God”, and the 
Lord provided a lamb in a bush. 
 
2.4 In Leviticus 1 the Lord gives clear instructions for animal sacrifices, to offer a male without 
defect, to make atonement for their sins. 
 
2.5 The Passover feast is a reminder of  when the Lord brought judgment on the Egyptians 
(Exodus),  by the death of every first born, from the son of Pharaoh and included the slaves and 
cattle. Whereas deliverance came to the Israelite households, who obeyed the Lord by sacrificing a 
year old male lamb without defect, (slaughtered at twilight), and the lamb’s blood painted on the side 
and top frames of the entrance to their homes.   



 
3. The blood of Christ - our Passover Lamb: We have not been washed by the blood of goats and 

sheep; but we have been bought by the blood of Christ, our Passover Lamb. 
  
“Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch -- as you really are. For Christ, our 
Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.” 1 Corinthians 5:7  
 
What does this mean? 
 

3.1 Redemption: 18 “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious 
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” (1 Peter 1:18-19). The cross is about a Holy God looking 
at sinful mankind and intervening through the precious blood of Christ, One without defect, who suffered on 
the cross on our behalf. If you want to be right with God you’ve got to end up at the cross. When you 
embrace the cross of Christ you are delivered and saved from destruction! “ 

3.2  Reconciliation: “19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross.” (Colossians 1:19-20). It means that just as if a divorced husband and wife are 
reconciled, you too have been restored and united in relationship with your royal, heavenly Creator Father.  
 
3.3 Justification: 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. 9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 
wrath through him!” (Romans 5:8-9). It means you are declared righteous – as though you have never 
sinned! 
 

3.4 Sanctification: 12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his 
own blood.” (Hebrews 13:12).  When Jesus said “It is finished” – He did everything necessary to redeem, 
reconcile, justify and make us holy from the perspective of the Father. John writes, “The blood of Jesus His 
Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7). 

Does that mean as Paul asks in Romans 6:1-2: “Shall we go on sinning, so that grace may increase? By no 
means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” If we want to fully understand 
the connection between sin / disobedience /pain and suffering, and the blood that has to flow as a result of 
sin; we had better take this seriously. “Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch 
-- as you really are. For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.” (1 Corinthians 5:7). Sanctification 
is a process that is ongoing. We need His ongoing cleansing. The Word does not mean that you do not 
need to take sin seriously on the basis that Jesus died and shed His blood. Sin, and especially repeated sin 
is serious business. Jesus dies and suffered on the cross;  

FORGIVENESS IS NOT CHEAP. We need to get serious about our sin and sinful lifestyle; and ask God to 
forgive us! 

4 The blood of Christ - Deliverance: Often we want to do the right thing but end up doing the opposite. 
We try to alter our behaviour on the outside whilst the trouble is on the inside. Why do we sin? If your 
grandfather died when he was three years old, you would not be here today. We can equate Adam’s 
disobedience with this analogy, we are descendants of Adam and tainted with his original sin. When Adam 
sinned there came a fundamental change on the inside – a sinful nature that turns us away from the living 
God. “17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will 
those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through 
the one man, Jesus Christ! “ (Romans 5:17).  



What the blood of Jesus is offering you is a way out of your sinful nature. We came into the world sinful by 
birth; the only way out is Death!  The deliverance by the Blood of the Lamb is through death. The secret of 
freedom is through death. God has dealt with us on the cross by Christ’s death.   “Or don’t you know that all 
of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with 
him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:3-8). That is also why the Holy Spirit was sent to enable 
us to live a new life and to reign over sin. 
In summary for believers, the victory and the cross are inseparable. When Jesus said “It is finished: - 
salvation came to a lost and dying world because of His death. 

W.A. Criswell comments: “We have acceptance and standing in heaven because of the blood of the 

sacrifice of the Son of God. An old Talmudic tradition among the Jewish people says that Satan, the arch 

enemy of God’s people, accuses the saints day and night except on the Day of Atonement. Every day and 

every night for the Christian who looks to the blood of Jesus is a day of atonement” (Expository 

Sermons on Revelation, Vol. 4, Rev. 11-17, p. 96). 

 

The word of their Testimony: “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death" (Revelations 12:11).  

They were sharing their faith in the cross and the atoning blood of the Christ, witnessing of their faith in 
God. In the same manner, we receive protection, power, victory and blessing in the life of a Christian, when 
we share our faith, witnessing to others about Jesus Christ.  
 
 

In conclusion the third part of Revelation 12:11 says; “And they did not love their lives to the death" It did 
not matter to them what might happen. They are in love with the Lord, not themselves. They were not 
moved by the fact that they might lose their lives. The message of salvation is that there is forgiveness, 
power, protection, victory and new life, because of the blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ the Messiah. 
"And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love 
their lives to the death" (Revelations 12:11) 
 

May nothing be more real to you than the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 
In closing, I would like to provide an opportunity for ministry and word of testimony, based on the message 
of the blood of Christ. 
 
 


