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This morning we will be digging below the surface of a very well-known event in the Bible. Where Jesus 
walked on water. The heading in most Bibles state exactly that, “Jesus walks on water”, but so much more 
happened in this text. 
 
Jesus was teaching His disciples a lesson and He did it in a very real and practical way. Before we read the 
Scripture, I will first explain the situation the disciples found themselves in. 
While I explain, please imagine yourself as one of the disciple’s, in these circumstances. 
The storm that the disciples were experiencing was a very real storm, and what is essential here is to note 
is how long they battled this storm. 
They launched the boat soon after Jesus had fed the five thousand, which would have been in the late 
afternoon between 4pm and 6pm. Think for a moment how tired they would have been at that point. A full 
day’s work, because this is what they did while they were with Jesus. They attended to the crowds in the 
heat of the day…and now they still had to launch a boat and go to the other side of the lake! To make 
things worse, they got caught in a terrible storm.  
 
The Bible says that Jesus came to them in the fourth watch. This watch was early morning, between 3am 
and 6am. This means that the disciples’ were in the boat for close on nine hours, struggling and fighting the 
storm during this time. Now that you have hopefully pictured how very tired they were, let’s dive deep into 
the text: 
 
Jesus Walks on Water 
“22 Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat and cross to the other side 
of the lake, while he sent the people home. 23 After sending them home, he went up into the hills by 
himself to pray. Night fell while he was there alone.  
24 Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had risen, and they were 
fighting heavy waves. 25 About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the 
water. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. In their fear, they cried out, 
“It’s a ghost!” 27 But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!” 28 
Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” 29 “Yes, 
come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. 30 But 
when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he 
shouted. 31 Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little faith,” Jesus said. “Why 
did you doubt me?”  
32 When they climbed back into the boat, the wind stopped. 33 Then the disciples worshiped him. “You 
really are the Son of God!”  
  
Usually, we work through a passage from the top the bottom, but today I would like to do it the other way 
around. As we work through this, we will be checking ourselves, just as we ought to do on a daily basis. 
Every day in our busy lives is part of our Christian journey, and we need to regularly do a self-check to 
ensure that we are not going astray. 
 



In verse 33, the disciples worshipped Jesus as the Son of God after seeing Him walk on water, and 
stopping the wind the moment He stepped into the boat. They realized that Jesus was not just a prophet, 
but truly the Son of God! They worshipped Him saying, “Truly, You are the Son of God!” ……………. 
 
Are we focusing on Jesus and worshipping Him daily? 
 
Verses 31 & 30 show us that when we dealing with our chaotic lives, Jesus is with us through it all. 
Am I right in saying that all of us, where we are right now in our lives, are either facing a storm, or just 
coming out of one?  
Know that Jesus is in the storm with us, and He is the calming factor…if we focus on Him. The storm will 
still be there, and in John 16:33, Jesus told us that we will face trials and tribulations. He will keep us calm if 
we just focus on Him. Peter only sank when he lost his focus on Jesus.  
There is an important lesson in this message. Caught in the storm, the disciples were not focusing on 
Jesus.  
 
Now let’s look at a common occurrence:  such as making decisions in our life. How many of us can say that 
we always consult and focus on Jesus when making decisions? I for one cannot say that I do. 
How much time did you spend in prayer before making your last important decision? Jesus spent all night 
praying before making the decision to choose His disciples. We need to remember, that we have the 
opportunity and freedom to consult the Lord, but if we don’t, we will have to suffer the consequences 
caused through us making the wrong decision. 
The comfort we have is that the God of the Universe will be with us through the tough times. Remember, 
Jesus held Peter’s hand when he started to sink, thus indicating that Jesus is with us when we fall or go 
through the storms in our life, but He will not necessarily always solve the problem. He will however keep 
us calm in the storm. The storm calmed as soon as He got into the boat, (verse 32). 
 
Verses 29 and 28 deal with obedience and faith: 
Just as Peter did, we need to be obedient and to step out in faith. Peter was prepared to listen when Jesus 
said come. Peter went even though it made no sense to him whatsoever. Common sense tells us that we 
cannot walk on water!! Peter did it in faith……. 
 
Are we responding when Jesus says come? 
 
Can we please pause and ask the Holy Spirit to prompt us if there is something in our lives that He is 
calling us to do, but we are hesitating to follow His command. 
 
Verses 26 and 27 deal with the deity of God. 
Nothing is impossible for God! We see something very interesting in verse 27, where Jesus responds to 
Peter saying, “It is I.” Jesus used an expression that the disciples would have immediately understood. This 
phrase, “It is I,” is the Greek version of what God said to Moses in Exodus 3:14, that His name is, “I AM.” 
Jesus associates Himself with God, who in the Old Testament miraculously delivered His people again and 
again. When Jesus said, don’t worry, it’s me, I am not a ghost, He was basically saying; “I am the Lord God 
of the Universe, I created the winds and the waves, and I am in control of them!”  
 
Let’s go back to verses 29 and 28: 
Peter responded and went out to Jesus. Logic said that the safest place to be in at that moment was inside 
the boat. Peter stepped out and the others did not. They saw the boat as a safe haven or comfort zone.  
 
Where is the safest place? In the boat or focusing on Jesus? 
Could I ask you all to think briefly about any safe havens or comfort zones that you may have, and most 
importantly, would you step out of it or give it up if Jesus said “Come.” 



We need to focus on Jesus and keep focusing on Him. Every time we lose focus we will fall. Jesus will 
always be with us as He promised, but surely we can all do with one less fall, can’t we?  
The question comes down to: 
Why did Jesus, being God and all knowing, send His disciples into the storm? Jesus knew they would be 
caught in a storm. While praying on the mountain top, He would have seen the storm, why did He not 
intervene sooner? 
 
It is important to note that Jesus never caused the storm, but allowed it to happen. Why? 
Surely Jesus knew that they were tired and were near to breaking point? This is exactly the way Jesus 
wanted it. The disciples were accomplished fishermen and Jesus had to strip them of all their resources to 
a point where they realised that only Jesus was sufficient for them.  
 
Jesus teaches us the same. Jesus is all we need. 
Thank You Jesus! 
Ask yourself, after hearing this message, what would you do differently? I encourage you all, please keep 
your eyes on Jesus. Let us check ourselves daily on this. Thank you. 
 
 


