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I think I can truthfully say that we are all a little weary.  The end of the year is coming and we 

have had a full year with many obstacles and challenges.  Some of us want to just say “stop the 

bus, I want to get off. I don’t want to fight anymore.  I don’t want to struggle and push through 

anymore.  I am tired.” 

 

When we look back at the year, what do we see? Do we see how we have grown, what we have 

achieved or maybe a little of both.  Some of us are so obsessed with the end result that we don’t 

take note of the journey that God is taking us.  Today, let us look at that journey and contemplate 

if we are being intentional about what we do with our time, talents and gifts. 

 

Galatians 6:7-9 New Living Translation (NLT) 

7 Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you 

plant. 8 Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from 

that sinful nature. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the 

Spirit.9 So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of 

blessing if we don’t give up. 

 

It is a surprising thing for Paul to emphasize this at the end of his letter because all through the 

letter he has argued that good works count for nothing. He says over and over that we need to 

believe in Jesus to put us right with God because Jesus has already died in our place. No works 

can do this for us. 

  

But Paul also wants Christians to know there are consequences in this life and the next. We may 

have eternal life through Jesus, but we also need to prepare to give an account for our life. 

  

We cannot turn God’s gift of righteousness into an excuse to do anything we want.  Take care, 

the Lord says, in verse 7, with what you do with this life I have given you. The end does not 

justify the journey we take to get there. 



 

This passage is all about a well-known Godly principle of sowing and reaping. 

There are several applications to this in that we reap what others have sown, and we reap what 

we have sown.  This text only looks at what we personally have sown and not what others have 

sown. 

 
This passage starts with a warning. 
 

First, the warning is for us not to be misled, that we cannot mock the justice of God. 

 

Another word for misled is deceived. In this context it is to be led astray, to cause to wander.  It is 

in the continuous present meaning that there is a constant threat that we can be misled.   

Are we capable of being deceived? Yes! Do we have to be? Definitely NOT!  

 

God’s justice will not be mocked 

Mocked means “to turn your nose up at, to treat with contempt, to ridicule.”  God’s rule is set in 

place.  There is a direct link between what we sow and what we reap.   

Let me give you an example: 

God’s word says that we should not lie.  We then go and lie to someone we care about.  A few 

weeks later your lie gets exposed and the person you lied to is angry and does not trust you 

anymore.  You prayed for forgiveness from God, but the consequences of your actions still come 

to pass.  This is what is means to mock God – to think we can get away with reaping what we 

have sown if we are sorry and repent of it.  No.  God’s law still stands.  You reap what you sow. 

 

We will always harvest what we plant 

If we sow beans, do you think we can reap tomatoes? 

God is not mocked – His plans and purpose for sowing and reaping is simple.  The kind of seed 

we sow will determine the type of crop we will harvest. As Christians, we are not immune to this 

law.  Paul was writing to the Christians in Galatia.  That is us.  

If we sow beans, we will not reap corn—no matter how much we want corn. 

The farmer who sows beans, the consequence is he reaps beans. 

When we sow tomatoes, the consequence is we reap tomatoes. 

We sow certain moral and spiritual seeds and reap the moral and spiritual consequences. 

We cannot ignore or treat God’s truth and justice with contempt by attempting to live our lives by 

our own wisdom and strategy and think we can get away with it. There are always consequences.  



Sometimes not immediately and this may trick us into thinking those consequences will not 

happen.   

We see this law over and over in the Bible. 

It will end in Revelation with the Second Coming as a day of reaping — when every person will be 

judged according to what they have done. 

 

The Bible never glosses over believers reaping what they have sown. 

Let us look at Jacob, Joseph’s father.  He sowed all sorts of foolish things. 

He sowed polygamy of the worse kind, he married two sisters.  

He also sowed favouritism – he loved Rachael more than Leah. 

He went further and loved Joseph, Rachael’s son more than any of his other sons. 

It reaped jealousy, hatred and huge competition between the two wives, sisters first of all, and 

then also among the children. 

You reap what you sow. 

  

We often deceive ourselves because we do not see the immediate results, so we think we have 

gotten away with something and the consequences will never come.  We can even deceive 

ourselves by thinking that coming to church every Sunday, going through the rituals simply 

because this is what is expected, and thinking it is sowing good seeds, but have you become 

“sermon proof”? You hear the sermon but nothing changes, your spiritual life is just the same as 

last week, last month or last year.   

 

What has happened to the seeds of every sermon preached here every Sunday? 

 

BUT, we see God’s love so clearly here.   

This surely reminds me of God’s love for me and you in sending His son Jesus to die in our place.  

We would certainly reap Hell and damnation if Jesus did not save us. As Christians, we cannot 

then say that because Jesus has died for us, we do not have to be concerned with our lives here 

and what we are sowing.  No, God’s concern for you is that you sow wisely so that you will reap 

blessings.  

 

The bottom line is, God will not be mocked.  You can deceive yourself, but you cannot deceive 

God.  Even as Christians, we may be saved from the eternal torment of hell, but we may still 

experience the consequences of our thoughts, words and behaviours in a bit of hell here on earth. 

 



Paul then gives us three laws:  

If we sow to please the sinful nature, we reap destruction. 

If we sow to please the Spirit, we reap eternal life. 

If we are patient, we will reap a harvest in the right time. 

 

Sowing in our sinful nature 

Will result in decay and death. This includes pain, sorrow, regret.  

When we sow to please ourselves, our sinful nature, we will reap these things. 

 

Let me tell you that we have ALL made mistakes and failed.  We can overcome ANY mistake by 

coming to our Lord, asking for His forgiveness and turning away from that sin. This wipes us 

clean, but it may not take away the consequences of that mistake. We can learn from these 

mistakes and keep moving forward.  

 

Sowing seeds to please the Spirit 

This is about spending time in the Word, coming to church and growing in a cell group, but it is 

bigger than that.  God is interested in every detail of our lives.   

- Students, you can sow to please the Spirit when you do your homework and study hard for 

your exams. 

- As parents, we can sow to please the Spirit when we lead, guide and discipline our children 

in God’s way so they will turn their hearts to Jesus. 

- In your work space, we can sow to please the Spirit by working for the glory of God, giving 

thanks to Him for the talents and opportunities He has given us. 

- When we serve others, even the most simple task, we can please the Spirit by doing it with 

a loving heart. 

 

There is not a single area of our lives where we cannot sow to please God.   

  

This is what we will reap, eternal life.  That doesn’t just mean heaven. It means we reap life in 

our relationships, life into businesses, life into hearts, and ultimately, becoming more like Jesus. 

  

The third law – we only reap if we are patient 

My mom was a gardener of note.  We had a huge veggie garden with all different fruits – 

peaches, grapes and figs.   



One day she decided to plant a plum tree.  It grew into a beautiful tree that gave shade to our 

back yard.  But it didn’t bear fruit. Year after year there were no plums.  After 5 years, she said 

she wanted to cut it down as it was not producing anything and she could use this space for 

something else.  The gardener tried to chop it down but the axe broke.  The tree was forgotten 

and another year passed by.  That following year it produced plums. 

 

So, what was it that got the tree to produce plums? Was it the attempted cutting down? As 

children we said it was because it got scared and decided if it did not produce fruit it would be cut 

down.  For years I believed that to stimulate a tree to produce fruit, all you needed was to cut a 

few grooves into the trunk. 

 

It takes up to 6 years for a plum tree to produce fruit.  She could have chopped that tree down 

just before it was set to produce fruit!  We were very thankful that the axe broke as we enjoyed 

plums for years to come.   

 

It took 6 years. A very long time to wait. 

 

Why are we not patient and want to harvest before its time?   

We all know that we live in an “instant” society.  We have “instant” everything.  Coffee, fast food, 

and on TV - a crime is solved in ½ hour, or in 2 hours in a movie.  In reality, it takes longer and 

often require months or years to resolve or change.   

 

No wonder we get impatient.  Our timing and Gods timing are not the same.  There are certain 

laws that are in place that will not change regardless of how we feel about them or want them to 

change. So, we take things into our own hands and want to harvest too soon and wonder why our 

harvest is small.  It has not grown to its fullest potential.  

 

I want to encourage you today. 

In what situation are you ready to give up? 

How can you renew your spirit so that you have the strength to persevere in this situation? 

It takes trust in God to wait, especially when you see nothing happening.  God will stretch you but 

He is ALWAYS faithful.  Stand on that when you want to give up and give in. Take note of the 

journey and what God is teaching you along the way. 

Believe for yourself - God still has a plan for you. He is faithful, a provider, merciful and just. Don’t 

throw in the towel yet, don’t quit, it is not yet over. It may appear that all hope is gone and you 



have been left behind, everyone else is ahead and things seem not to work for you. In life today, 

many want to quit due to the various problems, sickness, persecutions, hardships and trials facing 

them. It is important for you to know that God has not finished with you yet. God has blessings 

for you. Only if you don’t quit.  

This message is for people with hopeless situations because of what your doctor said or because 

of what your circumstance is saying. Your situation that seems unabated and hopeless does not 

mean the end, neither does it mean that God is not at work in your life.  

You may not know what the future holds but I know who holds the future. It’s not over, don’t 

quit. There is hope. Keep trusting God. Keep giving, keep sowing, keep rejoicing, keep fighting 

until the victory is won. People will fail you, friends will fail you, all will fail you, but God never 

fails. Don’t care what it looks like. It is not over yet because only God, and God alone has the final 

say. 

 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to you this morning? 

In what situation are you ready to give up? 

Decide today not to quit, to keep sowing God seed, and be patient to reap God’s blessings in his 

timing.   

 

 

  


