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Are you? Do you? 
Two very basic questions. Let's look at the second question first. 
 

1. Do you know Jesus? 
Most of us, if not all of us here this morning will most probably answer “Yes, of course. I wouldn't be here if I 
didn't.” 
 

2. Are you effective and productive in your knowledge of Him? Does your intimate knowledge of 
Jesus Christ as your Saviour, cause you to be more effective and productive as His follower every 
day? 

 
If there is one person in the Bible I feel that I can relate to, or learn from, it is Peter. An impulsive man of 
action, who had some hard lessons to learn in his journey as a follower of Christ. For instance, being brave 
enough to get out of the boat and walk on the water, as Jesus was doing, almost drowning as he took his 
eyes off of Jesus. Another example was being told by Jesus that he was going to deny Him. Peter denies 
that he will disown Jesus, and then ends up doing exactly what Jesus said he was going to do.  
 
2 Peter 1:3-9 
“His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called 
us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so 
that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world 
caused by evil desires.  For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 
goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you 
possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive 
in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, 
forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.” 
 
In this passage Peter provides us with a practical way of attaining our goal of being effective and productive 
in our knowledge of Jesus. He starts with the amazing statement that God by His divine power, has already 
given us everything that we need to live a Godly life through our knowledge of Him. 
 
The first question I asked you at the beginning was: “Do you know Jesus?” The knowledge I am talking 
about here is not intellectual head knowledge, but heart knowledge, experiential knowledge. As a child you 
had no problem trusting your parents because you knew them and experienced their care on a daily basis.  
 
Peter builds on this knowledge, saying that it is the base of everything we need to live a Godly life. So as 
we are here this morning, as people in a relationship with Christ, we already have everything we need 
because of that relationship. We don’t need more courses or sermons, we just need Jesus, and to know 
Him more and more deeply on a daily basis. We need to read His word, not to just memorise it, but as a  
revelation of who Jesus really is. One way of reading with more understanding, is to read a text and 
prayerfully ask the Lord to speak to you through His Word, and then journal what He says to you. Or read 



the Gospels and keep asking yourself, what did I just learn about Jesus from this reading? Then journal 
what you have just learnt.  
How has your knowledge of Jesus changed your life?  
 
He has also given us His promises, which are unlike human promises. These are facts, not maybe’s. Jesus 
gives us His assurance that His Word is the total truth, and we can trust Him implicitly. We have the 
testimonies of believer’s through the ages to back that up. When we focus on these promises, our attention 
is drawn away from the world and our sinful natures.  
 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28-
29).  
“And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have 
been given to us in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19). 
 
As we saturate ourselves with His word the hold the world has on us lessens. 
 
In verses 5 and 6, we see Peter’s version of the fruit of the Spirit. What I love about Peter’s approach is that 
he builds on the previous concept. He starts with Faith, our faith needs to grow constantly as we get to 
know and trust Jesus more and more every day. Faith forms the foundation on which we build our 
relationship with Jesus.  On this we build goodness, or moral excellence, as we are challenged to conform 
to the likeness of Christ. This should not be an effort because this is a natural part of loving Jesus more. 
This allows us to grow in knowledge, increasing our insight and understanding. Isn’t it great to grow in our 
understanding of who Christ is, in His Love and his sacrifice on the cross for us?  
Self-control develops as we deepen our commitment to Christ, because as this knowledge becomes deep-
rooted and established into our hearts, we are able to start exercising more control over our sinful nature. 
 
The more steadfast we are in practicing self-control, the further we grow in our ability to persevere, and 
remain unwavering in our commitment to Jesus. A relationship with Jesus is about falling deeper in love 
with Him day by day, and the expression of the fruits of the Spirit in our lives is a natural consequence of 
this relationship. As Jesus’ nature becomes more evident in our lives, Christlikeness shines through and it 
becomes easier to love our brothers and sisters in Christ. We can only love as Christ loves us when 
we are completely dependent on the power of the Holy Spirit working in and through us.  
 
Peter continues to challenge to us, stating that these qualities must become more evident in our lives as we 
grow to maturity. We are called to be effective and productive as a result of our experience of Jesus. 
 
Effective means that as these characteristics become a natural part of our lives, they will be evident in any 
situation or circumstance we may find ourselves. Examples of this would be that people behave differently 
around you because they have seen Jesus more distinctly in your life, and therefore feel uncomfortable in 
their worldly behaviour.  
People see you as a bearer of hope without you even proclaiming that you are a Christian. 
 
We are also called to be fruitful in our knowledge, where we actively change the circumstances around 
us, and where we can show our love by serving. Praying for people and situations. Living under the control 
of the Holy Spirit and choosing to submit to His guidance, His gifting enables His power to flow through us 
more naturally.  
The world around us desperately needs us to be effective and fruitful in our knowledge of Christ. 
 Peter is very clear that if these qualities are not evident in our lives then there is no difference between us 
and unbelievers, because we are living as if our sinful nature still controls us. Peter illustrates a well-defined 
model of what it means for us to be a follower of Christ.  
 



This morning you and I have a choice to make. Do we want to be effective and productive in our knowledge 
of Christ? 
If our answer is yes, then it is not about doing more work for Christ, or following some other plan of action, 
but about making the choice on a daily basis, to submit totally - to His Holy Spirit and let Him work through 
us and empower us to be effective and productive in our knowledge of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 


