
 Sermon notes 
Preacher: Philip de Klerk 
Title: Shining Like Stars  
Text: Daniel 12:3 and Philippians 2:15  
As we open the word this morning at the book of Daniel (some call it the book of Revelation of the 
Old Testament), it is like looking through a telescope into the distant past – the 6th century BC, +- 
2600 years ago. And when we do so, you will find that the telescope turns around, and then we 
look back at ourselves and into the distant future. 
Daniel 12:3-4. 
“3 Those who are wise[a] will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many 
to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 4 But you, Daniel, roll up and seal the words of 
the scroll until the time of the end. Many will go here and there to increase knowledge.” 
That is the testimony of an old man, who had the richest and deepest experience of any man living 
on the face of the earth at the time. But it is also a prophecy of end times and future identities. 
As I meditated on this word, it struck me that Di recently brought us a word on ‘wisdom’, (James 
3:13-18), (“Those who are wise”), and Doug recently preached on “shining our light and putting our 
lamps on a stand,’ (Mark 4:21-25). (“Shine like the brightness of the heavens”). I believe the Lord 
lead me to this passage for this morning, and that it is a confirmation of the combination of the two 
previous messages. Indeed the Lord Jesus taught that his followers were destined to exert a light 
on this world. And this does call for wisdom.  
 
HUMBLE BEGINNINGS OF A SHINING STAR:  
As a young man Daniel was taken into captivity, as a slave in a foreign country. Who would have 
believed then that this young slave, would outrank, and eclipse all the mighty men - the generals 
and kings who had been victorious in every nation? Yet for the next five hundred years no man, 
whose life is recorded in history shone as brightly as did Daniel’s, it continues to do so.  
We are not told when Daniel came to know the One true God; but there is some who think that he 
came under the influence of the earnest, godly man, Jeremiah the prophet. 
One thing is clear however, he learned how he was to serve God, and that he did. 
RESOLVED NOT TO COMPROMISE:  
When we read through the book of Daniel, we perceive that he consistently resolved not to sin, 
and not to compromise his conscience, whether it was in season or out, legal or illegal to serve 
God. Even when he was to have been killed in a savage way for serving the Lord, he stayed true.  
“But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine.” (Daniel 1:8). 
He was faithful to what pleased God, as were his friends Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and 
God rescued them and blessed them time and time again, and protected them from the 
consequences of being faithful.  
 I love the response of unwavering faith of his three friends to King Nebuchadnezzar’s death 
threat;  The Bible says the king was furious with rage, because they would not worship the image 
of gold he set up (see Dan.3:13). 
 “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he 
will deliver us[a] from your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, your 



Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” (Daniel 
3:17).  
Are you resolute not to defile yourself? Not to compromise your conscience to the Lord? 
We do not face death issues for our faith … yet.  But what kind of compromise do we make today 
that we shouldn’t?  What causes us to sin today? What are today’s idols? Are there any idols in 
your life / in my life?  
We know we can confess and repent; but why is it so important for the Lord that we stay true and 
faithful, and not fall and dabble into wilful sins? Godly wisdom results in victory over sin, an 
opportunity to give our testimony, leading many to righteousness, and an inheritance that does not 
fade away. 
 
FAITHFULNESS DESPITE DARK DAYS:  
God’s word does not say the mighty statesmen, or businessmen or military conquerors are going 
to shine as the brightness of the heavens; but “Those who are wise[a] will shine like the brightness 
of the heavens”. True Wisdom was found with Daniel’s friends in the burning furnace, and with 
Daniel inside the lion’s den; not in the king’s luxury palace. Because of their obedience to God He 
miraculously and supernaturally rescued them and abundantly blessed them. Would anyone have 
thought it wise to choose to be thrown in a burning furnace, or into the den of hungry lions; yet that 
was the road of true godly wisdom. I would like to paraphrase a quote by CJ Langenhoven, “A 
clever man knows many ways, but a wise man knows the one true path”.  
Likewise, we need to be obedient, and be led by the Spirit to stay on the one true path. We cannot 
memorize the whole Bible, but Jesus is our Guide and He does not measure wisdom as the world 
does. So, whatever temptation you are faced with, do not rationalize unfaithfulness. Stay faithful.  
The word says that in the end times the following will happen: 
“With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant, but the people who know their 
God will firmly resist him.” (Daniel 11:32). The King James Version says it even better: “And such 
as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their 
God shall be strong, and do exploits.” 
 
ANCIENT TIMES versus END TIMES 
When we read through the book of Daniel, we may think these were ancient times, not applicable 
to us because we live in a modern world, - I am not so sure. When was the last time you were 
called in by the president furious with rage and indignation (similarly to what happened in Dan 
3:14b)? 
 “Is it true, (replace the names of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego with someone in the 
congregation), that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up?” You 
think that this could never happen today. This is what Revelations 13:15,18 says about future 
events: 15”The second beast was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so 
that the image could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. 18 This 
calls for wisdom.” According to this, there will come a time when you might be killed for serving the 
Lord, and Him only. 
Are we ready?  
Some may say there is nothing we can do in order to be ready – that we just need to be saved. 
To some extent this is true, but let’s also look at the words of Paul in Philippians 2:12-15: 
12 “Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now 
much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is 
God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfil his good purpose. 14 Do everything 
without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God 



without fault in a warped and crooked generation.”[c] Then you will shine among them like stars in 
the sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life.” 
 
HOLD FIRMLY TO THE WORD OF LIFE:  
What does it mean to hold firmly to the word of life? It means “hold on to Jesus!” 
Here are four views “to holding firmly to the word of life” that I found: 

To hold firmly to the word of life we need to have met or encountered the Word of life.  
Did you know that Daniel met Jesus in a vision? (Daniel 10:5-6). “I looked up and there before me 
was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of fine gold from Uphaz around his waist. 6 His body was 
like topaz, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of 
burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude.” 
Is this not the same description as John’s vision of Jesus in the book of Revelation 1? We need to 
have met and encountered Jesus, the Word of life; and continue to meet and encounter Him 
through His Spirit. To walk with His hand in ours, in relationship with Him. 

To hold firmly to the word of life we need strength and power from the Spirit.  
Daniel became speechless when he met the Lord, “overcome with anguish and very weak”. “My 
strength is gone and I can hardly breathe.” (Daniel 10:15-17). 
Here is the Lord’s response to the child of God: “Do not be afraid, you who are highly esteemed,” 
he said, “Peace! Be strong now; be strong.” (Daniel 10:19a). Once again, the King James Version 
says it really well; “And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, 
be strong”. “When he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Speak, my lord, since you have 
given me strength.” (Daniel 10:19b). 
To hold firmly to the word of life therefore we need strength and power from the Spirit; and we 
continually need to stay connected to receive in order to overcome. 

To hold firmly to the word of life we need to repent and confess with reverence to the King 
of kings.  

“I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: “Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his 
covenant of love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 5 we have sinned and 
done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands 
and laws. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our 
kings, our princes and our ancestors, and to all the people of the land.” (Daniel 9:4-6). 
“Daniel is seeking forgiveness on behalf of the nation.  He was evidently fully aware that the years 
in Babylon were a divine discipline on Israel. Knowing that confession is a pre-requisite to 
restoration, he confessed the sin of his people, identifying himself with their sin as though he were 
personally responsible for it.”(Doug Timberlake). 
The word says there is no one without sin; therefore, hold firmly to the word of life. One of the 
members of our congregation Chilly, said this; “let us hold a short account; be quick to repent and 
confess, in order to draw near and encounter the Lord’s Presence every day.” 
So let us flee from the darkness of sin and compromise that leads us into the enemy’s trap of 
hypocrisy, and let us run into the Lord’s loving and blessed embrace.  

To hold firmly to the word of life we need patience, and endurance of faith and prayer. 
I have been so convicted of this in the past and it has recently come to mind again. ‘Let the 
confession of our mouths be aligned with faith in the word of God, and not rely on circumstances 
or even ‘so called’, scientific beliefs. 
How often do Christians lose faith if we do not see our prayers being answered soon enough or 
according to our expectations? There are too many examples to list. Be wise, leave room and time 
for God no matter how long the delay in response. Do not adjust your faith or hope out of fear of 
looking silly. This passage in Daniel illustrates the principle of, “delay’ does not equal dismissal”: 



12 Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to gain 
understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come 
in response to them. 13 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of 
Persia. 14 Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for the 
vision concerns a time yet to come.” (Daniel 10:12-14). 
 
CONCLUSION:  
When we walk wisely with the Lord; this in itself is an example and a testimony that witnesses to 
and leads many to righteousness.  
This is evangelism – helping others to come to know Jesus. Let us not hide from the mission the 
Lord has sent us on as followers of Christ. Each member of the body is called to be committed to 
this great commission to seek and save the lost. We can only do so if we are firmly determined to 
live by the example that Jesus gave us. The world is full of accusations of the hypocrisy of “so 
called” Christians. There is talk of Christians behaving like atheists; and atheists behaving like 
Christians.  
Is it not time that we settle for being more than a Christian in name only? Not to be afraid of being 
“different or standing out”, whether it’s convenient or not, in word and deed? 
Let’s be resolute and decided today, to present ourselves truly as children of God, “blameless and 
pure, without fault in a warped and crooked generation. Then you will shine among them like stars 
in the sky as you hold firmly to the word of life.” 
I pray that our hearts have been touched by the Spirit, by the example of Daniel, a servant of the 
Lord in the Old Testament. 
To be faithful to the One, that causes light to burn in our hearts, never to be extinguished, or 
hidden; to be fanned into greater flames and fire under the leading of the Holy Spirit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


