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The Book of Romans has often been called “The Constitution of Christianity” because it reveals so 
much truth concerning the freedom we have in Jesus and the life that we should live as Disciples 
of Christ. Just about every doctrine that should be used to govern our beliefs and actions are 
found in Romans. 
Before we get into the word, I would like to ask a question, one that I was asked at my very first 
job interview at the age of 18 and one that I will never forget. My answer back then was certainly not the answer that it is today. Here comes the question. “How do you want to be 
remembered?”                                                                                                                          
Reflect on that question for just a moment. Imagine that you have passed away and are able to be 
a heavenly spectator at your own funeral. What would your family and friends say about you? 
What would you want them to say about you?  
Turn with me to Romans 12:9-21 “9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 
10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be 
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 14 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn 
with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to 
associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 
Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on 
you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's 
wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: "If your 
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap 
burning coals on his head." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
Keep in mind that Paul is writing this letter to the saints, or Christians who are in Rome. He has written this letter from Corinth as a powerful teaching tool for the saints in that far away city. Rome 
was the capital of the Roman Empire and an extremely pagan city, in a pagan society. The 
teachings that Paul gives in Romans can be used as the foundation for the establishment of a true 
church in the midst of idolatry. Verse 9 provides an adequate summary and appropriate heading 
for what follows in verses 10-21. The first sentence translated: “Love must be sincere.” This has 
only two words in the Greek, a noun and an adjective. It is literally “non-hypocritical love,” or 
“Genuine Love”. Genuine love does not say one thing and then act another way. Agape love is not 
to be used like a mask on a stage in order to pretend that we are someone that we are not. 
Instead, our love is to be genuine and verses 10-21 spell out what genuine love in action looks 
like. 
This passage can be broken down into three categories; 
 



1. Genuine love in action to the family of God - Verses 10-13 
Here Paul moves from his description of believers as the body of Christ, in verses 3-8, to the 
metaphor of believers, as the family of God in verse 10. The love that is referred to in this passage 
is shown by two compound Greek words that are used in this verse. The first is philostorgoi which 
is translated “kindly affectioned” and combines two Greek words for love. The first is a general term 
for love in the New Testament, the other, a word that refers specifically to natural affection, as shared 
between parents and children. “Kindly” is being used here in its original sense, as being related to 
our being “kin” to one another. In other words, we are to love one another as family.  
But there’s another term used in this verse that indicates that familial love is in view. The word 
is philadelphia which means “brotherly love” (which is why the city of Philadelphia is called, “the 
city of brotherly love.” This word is the combination of two Greek words philos (love), and 
adelphos (brother). One can see how much emphasis Paul placed on this love being shared in the 
family of God. The next few verses describe this love;   “Honour one another,” which means we are to consider our brothers and sisters in Christ 

to be more worthy than ourselves.                                                                                                        “Never be lacking in zeal,” which means we are to be passionate in our duties to one 
another.  “Fervent in spirit”, which literally means to have spirits which are boiling over. 
(This happens when we our spirits are inflamed by the Holy Spirit).  “Serving the Lord”, meaning we are to be in submission to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
“Rejoicing in hope”.   
“Patient in tribulation”, meaning that when persecuted we are to endure, not passively, 
but to actively persevere.  “Faithful in prayer” conveys the idea of urgency and steadfastness in prayer.  
“Share with God’s people who are in need” uses the verb form of the word Koinonia to 
explain the fellowship or sharing in each other’s needs.   “Practice hospitality” which involves sharing of one’s home and resources. 

 Would you not like to be remembered by people for having lived this way? 
Genuine Love in Action to Humanity in General – Verses 14-16. 
Paul begins by discussing how a believer’s genuine love should be typically displayed to humanity. 
These are universal attitudes and actions that we should have toward believers and unbelievers 
alike. The first way in which love is to be shown to our fellow human beings is that we are to bless 
those who persecute us!  
The Greek word used here for “bless” (eulogeo) means “to speak well of a person.” Our English 
word “eulogize” is taken from this Greek word. So here we are to bless our persecutors, to speak well of them. This requires incredible self-control 
and grace. In verse 15, Paul says to “rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.” 
In verse 16, Paul speaks of unity and humility. Paul often links these two concepts. This is because 
that the means to true unity is always humility! We see this in Philippians 2, where Paul uses Christ’s 
example of humility leading to unity. I encourage you to read Philippians 2 – powerful stuff!  
 Now that we have broken this scripture down even further, how much more would you like 
to be remembered for having lived your life like this? 
 
Genuine Love in Action to an Enemy - Verses 17-21. 
 
This is where the love is taken up a notch and proves whether your love is genuine or not. 
 It’s easy to pretend to love when everyone loves you, but what about when someone hates you?  
Paul admonishes, “Repay no one evil for evil”!  
 



This reminds us of the teaching of Jesus in Luke 6; 35 but love your enemies, and do good, and 
lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most 
High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” 
 
One reason that Paul gives for not repaying evil with evil is that we might “provide things honest in 
the sight of all men”. This signifies that others are watching how we respond to the evil that is being 
done to us! We must be blameless. “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone.” Romans 12:17 
 
We can’t control others actions and reactions, but we can control our own. With some people it will 
prove impossible to have peace, but we can be blameless so that their lack of tranquility is not our 
fault! Paul emphasizes this point again in verse 19 by saying; “don’t avenge yourselves!” We are not 
to take vengeance for the evil done to us into our own hands! Instead we are to “leave room for 
God’s wrath.” In other words; ‘Let go and let God!’ This is clearly what is meant because Paul next 
quotes from Deuteronomy 32:35 the following statement, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.” 
 
What should our response be to our enemies?  We are to bless those who persecute us, (verse 14). 
Paul quotes from Proverbs 25:21-22 “We are not to be overcome by evil, but overcome evil by good 
(21). 
 
But what does this mean? How does doing good to our enemies heap coals of fire on their heads? 
Why is this a good thing? It does not sound like a good thing. This passage is simply stating that 
acts of kindness done to your enemy shame him and bring him to a place of repentance. Repentance 
is a good thing. 
This view corresponds to an ancient Egyptian custom. When a person wanted to demonstrate public 
contrition, he would carry on his head a pan of burning coals to represent the burning pain of his 
shame and guilt.  
Surely we all would like to be remembered for loving this way? 
 
Love was VERY important to Jesus; it compelled Him to give up His life for us!   
Godly love is all about action. 
 
I would like to motivate you all. Start putting this love that God has placed in your hearts, into 
action today. A starting point may be to identify the relationships that you need to grow in love. It 
may be a family member, a co-worker, a neighbour, or a person at church. Commit to begin loving 
those people as Christ has commanded.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


