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What if? 
 
We live in a world of “What if’s” 
Every day we find ourselves dealing with some or other change or longing for change in our circumstances. Our 
longings may range from the absurd to the deepest most intimate dreams that we hesitate to share, even with those 
closest to us. If we are not careful those longings can take over our identity or even become what defines us as a person. 
  
As you are sitting here this morning, what are you longing for?  
  
Is it a spiritual longing just to experience more of Jesus and to become more like him or are you struggling with a 
deeper longing, to be healed physically, for your child or someone else close to you to be healed, the resolution of a personal problem or hurt?   
We are all here with some longing in our heart and what if it could just be resolved right now? How different wouldn’t 
our lives then be? 
  
Our passage this morning deals with a question that Jesus asked. 
Mark 10:46-52 NIV   
“Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind 
man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  Many rebuked him and told him to 
be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and 
came to Jesus.   “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to 
see.”   “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the 
road.” 
  
“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. 
  
This is the second time that Jesus asks this question in the same chapter. Just before this Jesus asked this of His 
disciples while they were busy arguing. “What do you want me to do for you?” 
 
Jesus’ Interaction with Bartimaeus - a blind beggar 
  Let us look for a moment at the person Jesus was asking this of: 
  

He was calling out to Jesus. Although he could not see Him, he knew Jesus must have been close as he 
could hear and feel the excitement of the crowd. He was very insistent and when they told him that Jesus had 
heard him he threw off his cloak. This was quite significant, as the cloak wasn’t just his source of protection 
against the elements but it was also that which defined him as a beggar, his license to beg issued by the authorities and therefore quite valuable to him. He knew Jesus could heal and he had such faith that Jesus 
could heal him that he left behind everything that was of value to him. It is here then, that Jesus confronts him 
with the question “What do you want me to do for you?”  
  
Jesus wants to ask that same question of you!  “What do you want me to do for you?”  
  
Throw off your old cloak: Throw away your doubt, preconceived ideas, and fear, all that might be holding you 
back!   
Come to a place of total honesty: Bartimaeus had to be totally honest with Jesus. No stories, no hidden 
agendas, no excuses, no hiding away or behind something or someone. What would your response be this 
morning at a place of total honesty?  



 Expose your deepest longing to Christ: Are you ready to expose your deepest longing to Jesus? Do you 
believe, like Bartimaeus, that Jesus can meet that longing for you?  
Christ healed him in response to his faith. Here Jesus healed him in response to his faith. Do you have faith that Jesus can meet your longing? 

  
  
As a Jesus centered church we are called to follow Jesus’ example.  
Let us take a look at how Jesus acted when He was in a similar situation, in the garden of Gethsemane.   
We are called to have the same attitude as Christ had when He was wrestling in prayer with the Father. 
  

“Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be 
taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”  Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. 
“Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch and pray so that you will not fall 
into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if 
it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” Matthew 26:39-42 NIV  

  
Yes, we must always have faith that God will hear our prayers, because He is pleased by our faith. The day when you 
acknowledged Jesus as your Saviour, you also acknowledged Him as your Lord. As your Lord it is always His will that 
should come first. Jesus bowed to the Father’s will.  
It is not my objective this morning to expound on what is and isn’t the Father’s will, (like healing), but to deal honestly 
with the fact that the Father does not always answer our prayers for healing or the resolution of our situation. This 
does not reflect on the strength of our faith, but on our submission to His sovereign will.  

  
As servants of the most High we must always bow to His will, and rest in the knowledge that He is in control and 
knows best. We must never stop praying, and if our prayers are not answered immediately, or in the way we might want them to be answered, then let us hold onto the example Jesus set for us. 

  
Jesus prayed that His Father would take Him out of His Journey to the cross and the suffering He was going 
to have to face. Especially His separation from His Father as He took our sin upon Himself. His Father didn’t 
resolve the situation by taking Jesus out of the situation or providing a miraculous solution but strengthened 
Him in the situation.  “An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.” Luke 22:43 NIV 
  
 
 
We are in a relationship with the Almighty God. He wants us to in a relationship with Him.  To be totally honest and 
share our deepest longings with Him. He can and He does heal and wants us to have total faith in Him. As we 
acknowledge Him as Lord, His will supersedes our will. The difficulty for us comes as we struggle to accept that His will is perfect.  
  
 In this case the Father didn’t resolve the situation but strengthened Him in the situation 
 
Even in situations where it seems that He doesn’t answer our cries for help, He strengthens us to endure and remain faithful. Jesus never leaves us alone in any situation. How often do we say to someone who is going through a hard 
time, “Don’t worry, God will never put you in a situation that you can’t handle?” 
Not true, we are faced with situations daily that we cannot handle on our own. Our Father wants us to depend on Him 
for help.  It isn’t a weakness for us to acknowledge that we need help. We are in a relationship with our Father. He 
does not always resolve the circumstances by taking us from them, but grows us into maturity whilst we are in the 
situation. Even Jesus needed strengthening during His situation, and His Father provided it.  
  
Conclusion: 
We are here this morning because of the association we have with the Almighty God as our Father. This relationship 
is His divine will. As His children we can share our deepest longings with Him. He can and does heal, and wants us to 
have total faith in Him. When we acknowledge Him as Lord, His will supersedes our will. Accept this morning that His 
will is perfect, even in situations where it seems as though He is not answering our cries for help, He strengthens us to endure and remain faithful. 
 
You have to make a decision this morning. We are called firstly to follow Bartimaeus’ example by calling out to Jesus 
in faith.  
Why? 
To lay before your Father your deepest longing knowing that He can heal and resolve your situation. 
He wants you to reach out to Him, and to do this with the same submissive attitude that Jesus demonstrated.  
Decide to do so today. 
  
  
  



  
 


