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Introduction: 
How many of you have prayed for wisdom in a situation? 
I would like you to think back on a situation like this where you prayed for wisdom. 
What were you actually praying for? 
Why did you feel like you needed wisdom? 
Were you praying for discernment and understanding in a situation so you can know what to say and how 
to get the best out of the situation? 
Were you praying for special knowledge about what was going on so you would know what to do and say? 
Let us examine our hearts and ask: When I ask for wisdom, what are my true motives? 
 
So, what does it mean to ask for Godly wisdom?   
How will you know you are wise and have acted wisely in that situation? 
 
Today I want to talk about what Godly wisdom really is. We know that Solomon was the wisest king who 
ever lived.  God granted him wisdom because he asked for it.  We can ask for wisdom as well, but we need 
to make sure our motives are pure, just like Solomon’s.   
 
So, today let us unpack 3 questions:  
1) What is true wisdom and where does it come from? (What should we be praying for?) 
2) What are the problems created by a lack of wisdom? (How will we know we are just fooling ourselves?) 
3) What will true wisdom produce in our lives? (How will we know we are growing in spiritual maturity and 
living with Godly wisdom?) 
James 3: 13-18 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness (humility) of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
boast and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile 
practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy 
and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who 
make peace. 
 
Context of James 
James wrote to Jewish Christians who were scattered around the Mediterranean.  The central theme or 
message in this letter is to live out our faith through what we think, say and do.  He challenged the Jews 
then and he still challenges us today to do the same.  He says that in order to live a life of faith, we need 
Godly wisdom.  In this passage he was speaking specifically to the teachers of God’s word.  We are all, to 
one extent or another, teachers of God’s word when we witness to others, give counsel and even when we 
encourage one another.  
 
James clearly talks about true wisdom and false wisdom.  We need to be very clear what they are, where 
they come from and how we can test which wisdom we have and are living by. 
 
Let us then tackle the 3 questions: 
1) What is true wisdom and where does it come from?  
Let us just clarify the difference between knowledge, understanding and wisdom. 
We know that knowledge is the accumulation of facts. Knowledge is about knowing about things.   



Understanding is taking knowledge one step further.  I know about God, but do I understand Him and His 
ways?  Understanding goes deeper into our heart by leaning on the Holy Spirit to reveal things to us about 
God through our experience with Him.  He gives us discernment and understanding from God’s 
perspective. 
Wisdom is when we put our knowledge and understanding into practice.  It is living out what we have learnt 
and understand about God’s Word, and making right choices based on the truth of His Word. 
 
The way I can explain it is that knowledge is learning that a tomato is a fruit. Understanding why a tomato is 
a fruit is because of its characteristics. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 
 
So, what is True Wisdom? 
True wisdom comes from God Himself.  It is given to 2 ways: 
1) It is a God given gift  
2) It is a result of us earnestly searching for it with passion and energy. 
It starts with understanding the God IS True Wisdom and there is nothing or no-one else that will give us 
true wisdom.  Proverbs 9: 10 “Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 
When we fear Him and His Ways, meaning, when we realise His ways are the only truth, we start to 
become wise. 
James 1:5 “Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives to all generously and without 
criticizing, and it will be given to him.” 
We can ask God for this wisdom and He will gladly give it.  James says we show our wisdom and 
understanding by our good conduct in humility.  When we understand the circumstances from God’s 
perspective and apply the knowledge of God’s Word through the Holy Spirit, we show true wisdom. 
 
Since true wisdom comes from outside ourselves and from God himself, we have to examine where we 
seek our wisdom from.  
 
2. Now let us look at what Godly wisdom is not… 
What are the problems created by a lack of wisdom? 
The Scriptures teach of many problems that are created in our personal lives, our families, and in our 
churches, as a direct result of a lack of Godly wisdom and Spiritual maturity. James lumps these into two 
general sins: 
James 3:14 But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your heart, don’t brag and deny the truth. 15 
Such wisdom does not come from above but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where envy and selfish 
ambition exist, there is disorder and every kind of evil. 
The two sins that James lists here are bitter envy and selfish ambition. He goes on to say that these two 
are such bad sins, that when they exist in a person’s life, it opens the door to all manner of "disorder and 
every kind of evil." We are left in no doubt where these come from. James says they are demonic – of the 
Devil.  I think you would agree with me that it's important we understand the devastating effect these two 
sins produce in our lives, so that we can make certain we keep our lives free from them. 
 
So, what is Bitter Envy? 
There is envy and there is bitter envy. Another word for envy could be jealousy.  When you are jealous or 
envy someone, you want what they have.  Jealousy becomes bitter and intense when it has been there for 
a while, it is almost like poison that is slowly eating you away into becoming more and more bitter. It then 
blinds us to all that God wants to do in and through us, and consumes everything good in our lives. Bitter 
envy taints our relationship with Jesus and also every earthly relationship we will ever have as long as it 
remains within us. 
 
 
What is Selfish Ambition? 
There is a difference between Godly ambition and selfish ambition. Ambition in itself is not sinful. We 
should be ambitious for certain good things in our life – to make a difference and achieve something of 



worth for God. To be able to leave a Godly legacy for our children. This type of ambition is not sinful 
because it is not selfish, nor is it what James is condemning here in this passage. 
So selfish ambition is self-centered. It means to act for our own gain, not caring about how it affects others.  
It places self-interest ahead of what the Lord declares right, or what is good for others. 
To put it plainly, if we have selfish ambition in our heart, it means that we place our own wants above the 
wants and needs of everyone else, whether it is on a big scale where we won't care who gets hurt in the 
process, or even on a smaller scale on wanting to get an advantage over that person. Unless it is under the 
will of God, it is selfish ambition. 
 
When you have prayed for wisdom, what are you truly asking for? 
 
The result of this earthly wisdom is disorder and every evil practice. The false wisdom that is of the devil will 
manifest itself in practices of disorder and evil. This is simply the application of the principle James learned 
from Jesus: by their fruit you will recognize them. When self-glorification is at the heart of Christian ministry 
by church members, those Christians will eventually become sowers of disorder, contention and other evil 
practices in the church. 
 
The cure for these two sins, as it is with all sin, is found in confession and repentance. 
James 3:14 But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your heart, don’t brag and deny the truth. 
Bragging again is self-centered.  Denying the truth is fooling ourselves that we are wise and we become 
closed to correction. James says we need to face the truth head on and to deal with it through confession 
and repentance. 
How many of you know by now that it does us no good to deny the truth? 
Why is it so important that we face the truth of our own sinfulness even when it's uncomfortable? To 
paraphrase Jeremiah 6:14 You can’t heal a wound by saying it’s not there! 
Denial is a form of arrogance that fools us into thinking we have it all together.  It rejects correction and 
prevents us from receiving the forgiveness and help from God that we so desperately need! When we are 
struggling with any sin in our life, it is vitally important that we bring it out into the open, and go to God and 
confess it! Then we must turn away from that sin and turn to God's perfect plan for our life. 
 
We must always seek to be filled with God's true wisdom to make certain we prevent these two grievous 
sins from taking root in our hearts! 
 
The third question we need to ask is: 
3) What will true wisdom produce in our lives? 
17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 
 
Firstly, Pure 
True wisdom comes from an understanding of God's Word. It recognises that God’s word is ALWAYS best 
and is the final authority on which we stand. It is the standard set for righteous living. How pure are our 
motives in asking for this wisdom? How pure are our actions when we are given this wisdom? Pure 
Wisdom, then, MUST lead us to do what is morally right and under God’s will.   
When you have asked for wisdom, have you asked what God truly wants? What do you want, Lord? 
 
Secondly, it is peace-loving and gentle 
Peace is the context where righteousness can flourish. True wisdom produces within us a love for peace.  
How many of you know people who just love the drama?  The reality tv shows we see now are filled with 
drama – otherwise they would not be popular.  We seem to feed on disorder and strife. How much of your 
life is filled with some form of drama? Could it be that we lack wisdom and spiritual maturity to live a life of 
Godly peace?  True wisdom produces a love for peace in our hearts that refuses to be drawn into the 
drama and division of the world. True wisdom takes away our desire to argue and fight, and replaces it with 
a desire for peace with all people. 



 
Gentleness of Spirit and Abundance of Mercy (gentle and merciful) 
True wisdom produces gentleness within us. Gentleness is not weakness, but it is a sign of true strength. It 
is strength under control of the master. 
Gentleness here is part of God’s wisdom which chooses to respond with grace and mercy in the same way 
our Heavenly Father responds to us when we fail Him or sin against Him. 
 
Thirdly, Open to reason 
Are we teachable? Do we take feedback from others with humility? Are we hungry for the truth even when it 
hurts our pride? How many of you actually SEEK OUT feedback from others, especially from the Lord. 
Wisdom comes through consistently making right choices and when we make mistakes, we need to learn 
from them.   
 
Lastly, producing Good Fruit 
Good fruit is the result or outward works of how we live. True wisdom produces fruit in our life that reflects 
the work of Christ. 
Matthew 7:17 In the same way, every good tree produces good fruit, but a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A 
good tree can’t produce bad fruit; neither can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that doesn’t 
produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So you’ll recognize them by their fruit. 
 
So, how will you know you have Godly wisdom? First, knowing the root of that wisdom and then assessing 
your life through your fruit you produce. 
   
I want to go back to the questions I asked at the beginning of this message 
When you prayed for wisdom, what are you actually praying for? Can you truly say it was Godly wisdom 
you asked for?  What was your heart attitude? 
 
What does God say we need to do? 
Proverbs 2:2 
2Tune your ears to wisdom, and concentrate on understanding. 
3 Cry out for insight, and ask for understanding. 
4 Search for them as you would for silver; seek them like hidden treasures. 
5 Then you will understand what it means to fear the LORD, and you will gain knowledge of God. 
6 For the LORD grants wisdom! 
    From his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 
7 He grants a treasure of common sense to the honest. 
    He is a shield to those who walk with integrity. 
8 He guards the paths of the just and protects those who are faithful to him. 
9 Then you will understand what is right, just, and fair, and you will find the right way to go. 
10 For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will fill you with joy. 
 
What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you today?  
Which type of wisdom are you living by? The true wisdom that comes from God or, the so-called wisdom of 
the world which is not wisdom at all?  
Are you seeking God for true wisdom and allowing His wisdom to produce good fruit in your life?  
• Examine your heart of all jealousy and self-centered ambition 
• Confess that you have not been living in His wisdom and God will forgive you.  
• Submit to God in all humility and acknowledge your dependence on him 
• Ask Him to give you true wisdom - His Word promises that He grant your prayer: 
• Then, carry this commitment through in the way you live always submitting to God’s will. 
 
 
 



 


