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The Heavenly Invitation: 
Galatians 3: 29 “If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise”. (The 
relevance of the Old Testament). 

 
2 Cor. 1:20 “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ”. (All the promises in God’s 
word are for those in Christ). 

 
John 7:37 (at the end of the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles), we read :”On the last and greatest day of the festival, 
Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as 
Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them. 39 By this He meant the Holy Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive.” 

 He was crying out then as He would be crying out today if He was standing here: ‘Let anyone who 
is thirsty come to me and drink’. 

 
Who are Invited? 
Two kinds of people;  

 The Thirsty and Broke: (This is the type of person described in verse 1). But now everything that looks good is 
out of reach. No money. No strength. No motivation. Only a longing and a thirst remain. And the Lord says, 
you are just the candidate I am after: “Come, all you who are thirsty, and you who have no money, no 
resources, no bargaining position, no track record, no power, no prestige. Burnt out and at the end of their 
rope. God is inviting you this morning to enjoy the banquet of salvation and blessings in Christ. 

 The Self-Sufficient: Verse 2 - This person has money and is spending. This person if suffering from frustration 
and stress.  They are still spending, working, dreaming, chasing, searching, experimenting, and busy. I think 
this applies to a lot of us.  Despite the fact that they have strength and are labouring - there is still no pot at 
the end of the rainbow. It is all futile. No fountain of youth. And every victory disappoints at the end. The 
applause fades. The car suffers wear and tear. The style passes. Everything new gets old and the options get 
fewer and fewer. 

When you are honest, you know there is a valley of need and longing on the inside, no matter how self-sufficient you look on the 
outside. And God knows this even better than you do. He has you in mind when he says, "Why do you spend your money for bread 
which is not bread, and labour for dreams that do not satisfy? 



The Benefits of the Invitation:                                                                                                                                  
In verse 1 we are offered water, wine, and milk. Don't these three drinks resemble the deep needs that every one of 
us have? 

Water corresponds to the need for refreshment. When you are most thirsty and most desperate, most dehydrated, its water that 
you want and nothing else. "He leads me beside still waters, he restores [refreshes] my soul." God invites you this morning to 
receive refreshment, restoration, revival, and a new beginning. 

Milk corresponds to the need for ongoing nourishment. When someone is gasping for life, you give them water. But when you want 
a little baby to grow day after day, you give it milk again and again. God is not just for emergencies and mountain peaks. He is for 
health in the long run. He invites you not only to come alive with water, but also to be stable and strong with milk. 

Wine corresponds to the need for exhilaration and satisfaction. No matter how unemotional you may seem to others, there is a 
child inside of every one of us that God made for exhilaration - for shouting and singing and dancing and playing and skipping and 
running and jumping and laughing. 

So what verse 1 says is that God is willing to revive us from the heat of the valley of death with the miracle of his 
water; and make us strong and healthy and stable with the miracle of his milk; and then give us endless and ever-
fresh exhilaration and satisfaction with the miracle of his wine. 

The Quality & Quantity of the Benefits. The end of verse 2 describes the quality and quantity of the benefits of water, 
milk, and wine:  “good” (the best there is) / “richest of fare” (flavoursome fine dining). “Fatness” (there is a lot of it). 

Psalm 65:11 “You crown the year with your bounty, and Your carts overflow with abundance.”  Psalm 36:8 “They feast 
on the abundance of Your house; You give them drink from Your river of delights.” 

The water is good and it's plentiful.  / The milk is good and it's plentiful. / The wine is good and it's plentiful.  

The Bible loves to talk about the riches of God's glory and the fullness of joy at his right hand. He gives what is best and it never 
runs out.  

"John 4:14 “ but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in 
them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

To Whom are we Invited?                                                                                                                                    The 
realism behind the water, milk and wine. In verse 3 God tells us what the reality is behind this imagery. 3 Give ear and 
come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to 
David.” In verse 1 he says; "Come to the waters . . . come for wine and milk."  / In verse 3 he explains, "Come to me."  
It is God who is inviting us to draw near to Him. 1 Corinthians 1:9 “God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship 
with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” Jesus is our living water. / Jesus is our nourishing milk.  / Jesus is our 
exhilarating wine. But we need to be hungry and thirsty.                                                                                                                              



Psalm 73:25-26 “ Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you.26 My flesh and my 
heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.” 

Psalm 42: 1-2:”As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for 
the living God.” When can I go and meet with God? Psalm 63: 1-3: “You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I 
thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water. 2 I have seen you in 
the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory. 3 Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you.” 
But we can even be more specific: God goes on to say in verse 3 that when we come to him, he makes a covenant 
with us. What kind of covenant? The same kind of covenant that he made with King David in 2 Samuel 7; A covenant 
of "steadfast, sure love." This means that when you come to God, He binds himself by an unbreakable oath to pursue 
you with goodness and mercy all your days right into eternity with - ever-refreshing water - and ever-strengthening 
milk, - and ever-exhilarating wine, forever and ever! 

What Are We Told to Do to Get These Benefits?                                                                                                                    
When you ponder over this passage it appears that there are 4 commands for us to listen carefully to what God is saying, (two in 
verse 2 and two in verse 3). We heard in last week’s sermon by Jonathan that we need to walk with the written word of the Lord in 
the one hand; and the Living Word of God in the other. Are you leaning into God's written and Living Word? God pleads this 
morning; Don't let the worldly commercials drown out this invitation to heaven!                                                                                 We can follow God’s plan in four steps:         
Come 
Buy (Without Money) 
Do the transaction 
Then you eat 
Then you enjoy and delight yourself and continue to do so in the Lord.  
  And this is what the Bible means by faith. To recap; Verse 1"Come to the waters," but in verse 3 he says, "Come to 
me." God himself is the water and the milk and the wine. 
A Closing Exhortation  

I call on you to take the following steps this morning. 

If you are distant from God, you need to come, draw near. For some to come to Him means to COME IN; and for 
some to COME IN also includes to COME OUT of some things – such as the Israelite’s had to first COME OUT OF 
and be delivered from Egypt before they could COME INTO the promise land.  

If you have drawn near in recent days or just this morning, but hold back from any transaction, you need to buy water, 
milk and wine from the Lord – without cost. 

If you have made the transaction and hold the water and milk and wine in your hand, you need to eat.  

God is not something to be studied.  / Jesus is a person to be experienced.  

He is the only true food, and life, and joy for the soul.  


